16 AUGUST 1973 15p 


STEWART INTERVIEW - ZANDVOORT G2 - SAAB VISIT 


AUTUSPORT 


Karlskoga F2: Jarier bie clinches title 


a “ a. Be A \ 
PT 4 4 i a ¥ - a TA yt 8. de 
3 ry A . ’ > 4 3 Pe . 
x 3 
3 it - 
ag Cae = ao 
Pi a wi = $ be > % 
7 ; x 
» Ges »@| 


10 METRE TOURING POWER BOAT 


LANCEK MARINE LIMITED 


FABULOUS FORMULA 


Discover a new dimension in powerful 
practical pleasure. The uncrowded OFF- 
SHORE motorways and Lancers unique 
Corniche Express ~ designed and equipped 
to keep you in the fast lane. 


Technically the Corniche represents the 
latest advances in Hydrodynamic and 
Aerodynamic design, 33 feet of pure 
thoroughbred.She’s one of anew generation 
of high speed craft that will provide days 
of fast but unhurried pleasure. 


Custom built in 6 main variants and prod- 
uct engineered for low maintenance and 
running. Service speed of from 32-48 knotts. 
2/4 berth occasional accommodation lux- 
uriously equipped, whisper quite and 
displaying almost. uncanny accuracy and 
ease of handling. 


The Corniche Express is unique, she offers 
a differently exciting medium of boating 
pleasure and provides the means of 
attaining it with quite unequaled speed, 
safety, elegance and luxury. With twin 
engined craft prices from £5,750 (VAT 
included) with Lancer you invest in your 
powerful pleasure, 


Call or write to the factory for the fullest 
details and arrange an inspection, Attractive 
finance and part exchange facilities (on 
most cars) are available. See and try the 
Corniche Express and experience a promise 
she never fails to fulfill. 


BROADLANDS BOATYARD - OULTON BROAD - LOWESTOFT - SUFFOLK UK te’ 
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The RAC Competitions Committee meeting on Wednes- 
day, September 12th is anxiously awaited by followers 
of British saloon car racing. At that Competitions Com- 
mittee meeting, the regulations will be finalised for next 
year's Group I and production saloon car racing. 

The commercially-sponsored RAC British Touring Car 
Championship in 1974 will be run to FIA Appendix J 
Group 1 regulations. That is agreed by everyone, except 
for one item. At a recent SMMT meeting to discuss next 
year’s Group 1 regulations, certain manufacturers voiced 
adamantly for a 4-litre limit to be imposed on the RAC 
national Group 1 championship in order to exclude 
American cars from this type of racing. This biased 
recommendation naturally comes from certain manu- 
facturers who believe their cars (such as Ford and 
BMW) will be beaten by the American cars, But it is 
not in the interests of British motor sport. 

‘Apart from the certain manufacturers’ bias, the only 
other reason put forward for the recommended ban is 
that American cars will turn this type of racing into 
boring processions. It has been argued that. Frank 
Gardner's 7-litre Camaro has been the death to Group 2 
in the way it's turned that class of racing in to dreary 
processions and that Group 1 will turn the same way by 
admitting cars from the States. While it is true that 
there has not been enough large capacity cars in Group 
2 to make it interesting, that is not the case in Group 1 
as has already been proved in this year’s production 
saloon car racing. 

Already over. six Chevrolet, Camaros have appeared 
in this year’s club championships, and those who wit- 
nessed the hair-raising antics of Stuart Graham and 
Richard Lloyd at Oulton Park last Saturday were treated 
to a. magnificent Camaro spectacle and certainly 
wouldn’t want them banned. For next season, we have 
been told of Chrysler Hemicudas, Pontiac Firebirds and 
American Motors models joining over half a dozen 
Chevrolet Camaros in wanting to compete in the RAC 
national Group 1 Championship. So what justification is 
there in excluding them ? 

The most sensible move would be to institute a 2500- 
4000cc class, which the Fords and BMWs could battle 
out leaving the American cars to dispute the over 4-litre 
class. At the moment, the over £1500 class cars are in 
a race of their own for overall victory, but that doesn't 
detract from the spectacle and excitement from other 
classes in the same race, The 1974 devices from Ford 
and BMW might be challenging and beating the 
American cars anyway. 

Certain factory team managers may want their lives 
made easier by the exclusion of strong opposition, but 
if it’s against the interest of British motor sport and the 
spectators—as we firmly believe a 4-litre limit would be 
—then the RAC must not be bullied into accepting it 
by certain influential manufacturers. Let's hope sense 
prevails on this occasion. 


‘our cover picture 
Jean-Pierre Jarier in the works STP-March BMW under pressure from 
Peter Gethin's works Chevron at Karlskoga in Sweden last Sunday. 
Jarier’s narrow win gave him a virtually invincible position in the 
‘championship. Our report starts on page 8. 
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Pit and Paddock edited by lan Phillips 
Pace car introduced for F1 _| Fittipaldi 


Sr ara ere ft Speco ce | tor Matra? 


ing the speed of cars on the 


‘circuit while a major accident is of this, copies of the RAC’s fire- approaches the start line with 
being dealt with. The statement fighting manual have been seat the whole pack behind him, the | The final round of the World 
is obviously in reply to allega- to all Grand Prix organisers. A starter will show the green flag | Sports Car championship 
tions that ‘certain drivers were further meeting is to be held in provided that he is satisfied that | scheduled for October 21 looks as 
travelling too fast at Zandvoort September at the end of the the field is in good order. If the | though it may be held without 
through the smoke-filled part of European Grand Prix season to green flag is not displayed the | the major contestants, Matra and 
the track, standardise international fire- field will continue behind the | Ferrari, It seems that Ferrari are 
‘The major point of the state- fighting arrangements. fader and will continue to do | prepared to accept that Matra 
ment is that a pace car will be ‘A lat 10 until the green is shown. No | will win the championship if they 
brought on to the track where he pace car operation. The car passing will be permitted before | 0, because they will be taking 
yellow and white flags will be will be used whenever the track reaching the start line and the | three cars and only have to have 
Shown at each marshal's post. jg blocked or partially blocked green flag. Violators will forfeit | one finish in the first four to 
‘The pace car will get in front of o¢ whenever a car on or off the & lap. clinch it, Also if they do not 
the leader and slow up the whole {rack appears to need help from The pace car must be signed | Ko Matra still win the cham 
field to what the pace car occu- marshals, fire or rescue equip- pace car in the same size letter | plonship because Ferrari will 
pants consider to be a safe ment Ing as the racing ‘numbers and | have to drop some points, 


tpeed. If they consider it impos Thal dechilon to bring. the pace «| jes De driven UY ion exporienged Matea however have laid plans 


ble to carry on they will stop Griver with an observer capable | for a three-car assault for the 
the race of recognising all competing cars | race and in addition to their 

“The other points brought up in bY,the offical in, cha nd drivers. If possible it should | Usual driver pairings of Cevert/ 
ther sttement are that al FL BOM WING OM ec en oes have radio. communication wit) |Hetole,  Pescarao/Larrouse 
races will have & 2-2 grid with necessary, the white flag Will be race contro they have approached no es 
Immediate effect and that only fnew in: addition to the Yellow Pace car control is not a revo | Person than. Emerson Fttipaldt 
race and team officials will be already being waved and all other jutionary’ Innovation ‘of course, | 0 dive the third car with Jean- 

ove m Posts will follow suit, The official agin America they have used | Pierre Jarier as his number two. 
ee enand ras Will then telephone or radio the the system for a long time, if'a | 1 '* not known whether Fitth , 

The full statement was: | ace rector of this action who circuit does not. have lights to | PAldl has accepted the drive or 
measures have been introduced Will send out the car, do the same thing, It is how: | Tht he would lie to rive qpors 
Teens’ result. of a vmecting The pace car will get in front ever something that has not been | {hat he would like to drive sports 
Ans, Fo toot shoe of the leader and the leader will Seen In Europe or in a Grand | Catt If he does drive It obviously 
aieen Dan Delamont, acting slow and everyone will eatch him Prix. Bill gies rise to speculation ever 
dec Oe eer eka repre, upvand wil be allowed to-do 40. The idea _will_undoubtealy | a, Contract with Lotus, which 
ceatets of "the ‘GPDA' and I the pace car inadvertently kets meet with some opposition trom | estriets, him, to driving only 
Feratiae | Avioclation The meet. iM front of a back marker, this Grivere who feel they are respon- | Lotus cars, Colin, Chapman did 
TarTneld! atthe RACs, motor back marker will be waved DY. Sible enough to decide their own | ive Emerson dispensation | 10 
ing, held at tM atined poner Wt any car ignores the pace Caf speed but the irresponaioiity of | S'ive & sports car once before 
tured In principle after the he will forfeit a lap. Some at Zandvoort Indicated that 


at Buenos Alres in 1971 when 


something must be done and this | the Brazilian promptly had his 


‘ears catch up with 


German GP at the Nurburgring. When th 


wTivhas bean decided thatwith the pace car they will have to in a. welcome move. win the | {he Brazilian promptly had is 
Immediate efect al Formult line ap in single Ale at 20-metre proviso that the accident ix not | Dibgest, accident until th 
Starting grids will have a 22 Intervals. ‘The pace’ car will serious then It could also make 


If Chapman wanted to keep 


layout In addition only race and remain in action for as long as GP racing more interesting for | pictipsidi for next year Emerson 
team officials will be allowed on is necessary to clear the accident the spectator once the field gets | [ijpuel, for next year fmerson 
to the pit road at any Formula | and at least until the field is under way for a second time | S004 (crime fee soe Mau oer 
meeting. The most revolutionary lined up behind ‘t although this ts obviously not | 9% 4 Jever In getting the contract 
decision is the introduction of a ‘When the pace driver has been the intention of the ruling, 


Tase "week st fs expected. that 
© Dennis Priddie's 208 Dragsicr @ A Datsun engine In FS next @ Through financial problems, | maior fuel company and two top 
Wurot be appearing atthe Btw Year? There could be. The lastest the Gerry Edmonds Group 2 | hit recuund wit mans tat 
Gay st Brands, Hatch so was Japanese river 10 ‘come (© Ecorse probably not eppear | hit weekend, which meant th 
Grgicaly planned. After Priddle Europe i Masahiro Haseml who sort will probably not spear | the driver and fuel company will 
demonstrated it last Sunday at lover here to drive the G2 Dat- for Lawrie Hickman ag ae me 

the, Radio. Luxembourg: Day the suns. He hopes to buy a March season. However, Nick May has 

RAC decided to ban it as it was F3 chassis and take it back to been able to purchase the seat in | @ Silverstone's only international 
Siiremely dangerous. Priddle hime Japan for use in Formula Japan wr" pevsgcyees, wecore fer the | motorcycle meeting last weekend, 
self was not keen on the idea before coming over for F3 and bed. lobeggh te the John Player International, 
the track was too bumpy and the perhaps F2 next year, bringing a Fest of the season, starting at attracted a huge crowd of 46,000 
ragster virtually uncontrollable. Datsun engine vith him Ingliston eople for Sunday's racing alone 


‘On the right Is an artists Impression of Dan Gurney's Eagle FI/F5000 de signed by Roman Slobydynaky]. The car should be completed within the 
next few days and tested at the beginning of next month. It shows a lot of FI thinking in the body shape note also the cooling ducts for inboard 
front brakes, Left is the unique 250 GT "Breadvan” Ferrari which ma de ite first racing appearance since the early "60s at Oulton Park last 
‘weekend in the hands of Kim Mather. 
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Pit and Paddock 


Lauda’s three 
year BRM deal 


Niki Lauda—BMW contract. 


Louis Stanley confirmed this 
week that he had signed Niki 
Lauda for a further three years 
to drive for BRM. This comes 
after his consistent rapid drives 
in BRMs this year, when 
Invariably he has been the 
quickest of the three drivers 
‘This of course is a big break for 
Lauda who at the end of last 
season, following a disastrous 
year with March in FI, looked 
‘unlikely to race in FL again, until 
‘at the very Jast minute he was 
signed by Mariboro-BRM this 
year. 

Incidentally Lauda suffered a 
fracture of the Fight wrist in his 
‘nasty shunt at the Nurburgring 
last week, caused by a puncture, 
‘and had the wrist put in plaster, 
However he is determined to race 
at his home GP this week, the 
scene of his FI debut in a March 
TAL two years ago, and the 
plaster has now been removed. He 
will probably have to drive with 
© special support however. 

With regard to the other 
remaining BRM drivers, Stanley 
h that Clay Regazzoni's 
contract has not been renewed 
for next year while Jean-Pierre 
Beltolse's remains open, 


Ferrari go 
to Austria 


Ferrari will be back at the 
Austrian Grand Prix this week- 
‘end, Arturo. Merzario will 
definitely be in one car and 
Mauro Forghieri told our man in 
‘Austria last week that he would 
fenter two cars in the hope that 
Jacky Ickx might reconsider and 
eturn to the team, 

‘Merzario has been testing the 
revised car extensively at the 
Osterreichring and his best time 
last week was 1.3 s quicker than 
‘the official circuit record held by 
Francois Cevert in the Matra 
sports car, The changes to the 
sar mainly concern the bodywork 
‘and the adoption of side radia- 


tors. 
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Granatelli pulls 
STP out of Fi 


STP have pulled oat of Formula 
‘This was the news confirmed by 
Max Mosley at the beginning of 
this week. Apparently Andy 
Granatelli took the decision 
following the Zandvoort tragedy. 
‘The decision was taken because 
Granatelli is very disturbed by 
the dangers of motor racing at 
present, But it is not only 
March's FI effort which has been 
hit—he also announced his inten: 
tion of pulling out the support 
from USAC a formula which the 
additive concern has backed 
right from the beginning. How- 
fever the FI pull out takes imme- 
diate effect because Granatell 
was able to exercise a pull-out 
clause in his contract with 
March, The USAC commitments 
will be fulfilled until the end of 


this year. 
Granatelli has indicated how. 
ever that he is willing to re-enter 


the USAC scene if the racing Is 
made safer. However a return to 
FI looks: unlikely. 

March still intend to. run 
a car for number one driver 
Jean-Pierre Jarier in the Austrian, 
Canadian and American Grands 
Prix although it will not be in 
STP colours, The car will be the 
fone which David Purley has used 
this “season, Purley’s hire deal 
only includes the Italian GP of 
thote remaining. 

‘The works March F2 cars will 
however remain in STP colours 
and be run as STP Marches 


Mosley said that they will con 
tinue to run the works F2 cars 
for Jarier and Jean-Pierre Bel 
toise, with the possible exception 
of Salzburg, as there is still a 
Vague mathematical chance that 
Jarier ‘can be beaten. Jarier’s 
total of 63 points (seven finishes 
fand seven maximum scores) could 
be overhauled by Patrick 
Depailler only if Jarier fails to 
score again and Depailler takes 
maximum points every time 
Jarier’s aim will be to equal or 
to beat Jochen Rindt's record of 
seven F2 wins in a season 

The withdrawal of STP means 
that for the first time since the 
Inception of March in 1970 the 
works car has not_appeared in 
the dayglo red STP. colours, 
After the split with Chris Amon 
at the beginning of this year it 
Tooked as though STP would pull 
out thea but eventually they gave 
March a reputedly reduced sum 
of money, 

The future of March in FI next 
year is obviously dependent on 
finding a big sponsor—the lack 
of which has always hampered 
the March FI team right from the 
start. However Mosley admitted 
that he had approached Jean- 
Pierre Beltolse to drive for March 
In FL next year alongside Jarier 
as the two drivers have proved 
to be an excellent team in F2 
this year. However nothing def- 
nite will be decided until a major 
sponsor is found. 


Cevert at Mallory 


Se 


) 
€ 

Francois Cevert—Tyrrell demon 

stration. 


The Fordsport day at Mallory 
Park on August 26 will have as 
its major attraction Francois 
Cevert demonstrating his Tyrrell: 
Ford Fi car. It is not certain 
how many laps Cevert will 40 
and Ken Tyrrell remarked in the 
announcement release that he 
will not be aiming to smash the 
ireuit record but just showing 
the excitement and colour of an 
Fl car 

‘An extra event has also been 
Included in the programme which 
was not in the original regul 
tons, a special saloon race. All 
those wishing to enter all the 
usual classes should write to 
Ron Overend, 1a Brownsfield 
Road, Litchfield, Staffs 


(© Depending on how testing with 
Firestone goes this week, Mario 
Andretti should be returning to 
the CanAm scene in the next 
round at Elkhart Lake with the 
turbocharged McLaren-Chevrolet. 
‘The car has so far been unreli- 
able. 


© The Goodyear airship, which 
has been seen at many race 
meetings throughout Europe car- 
ied its 10,000th passenger last 
week in the six-seater cabin. Its 
first flight was in March i972 
and since then it has flown over 
2000 miles and completed 1900 
flying hours 


Prod sports 
1974 regs 


Regulations for next year's STP 
production sports car champion- 
ship include a number of changes, 
the most radical of which is to 
reverse the starting grid with the 
faster Class A carson the back 
of the grid and the slower Class 
D cars at the front. Each class will 
be started as a group and with a 
fixed’ handicap of 15 s between 
classes for races run at circuits 
under 1.8 miles and 20s at 

‘cuits over 1.8 miles. Overall prize 
money will go down to eighth 
place for next season with €15 
fo the winner and there will be 
prize money paid to the first 
three in each of the four classes, 

Hoping to increase the number 
of competitors, certain cars, al- 
though not homologated, have 
been added to the list for next 
year's STP production sports. 
‘championship. They are the Clan 
Crusader, Ginetta G15, Ginetta 
G21, Morgan 4/4, Morgan +8 
and TVR 3000. In order to check 
the eligibility of these cars, the 
BRSCC proposes to produce for 
‘each model a replica of the FIA 
homologation sheet, compiled 
from the manufacturer's literature 
and” checked against a car 
selected from a dealer 

Price classes will remain simi- 
lar to this year, except that the 
larger class limit will be raised 
to over £4,500 to encourage 
Jaguar V12 competitors to com- 
pete in Class B. Otherwise there 
will be no changes to the vehicle 
regulations for’ this production 
formula, and it is anticipated that 
production sports car racing 
Should run to. the anticipated 
revised RAC Tyre regulations, 
‘which will exclude the "compe 
tition" road. tyres. 

‘A race run to next year’s 
production sports car regulations 
fs hoped to be organised by the 
BRSCC at the end of this season, 
It does seem that after a rather 
disappointing start, production 
sports car racing could become 
Quite a popular attraction in 1974, 

‘The proposed list of eligible 
cars and classes is as follows 


@ David Purley has been offered 


all expenses paid holiday in 
Tenerife by Robbie Spenser and 
the RAC of Tenerife for his 
whole family for his valiant 
efforts to save Roger Williamson 
‘at Zandvoort. It is also likely that 
hhe will receive the island's top 
award for bravery, 


Pit and Paddock 
Donohue wins CanAm again 


‘Mark Donohue driving the Sunocy 
Porsche 917/30 won last week- 
end's CanAm race at Mid-Ohio. 
Donohue won the two-part race 

record average speed of 
{01.408 mph and established the 
fastest lap in 104297 mob. 
Donohue's vietory margin at the 
finish was nearly a minute over 
hhis Porsche rival, George Follmer 
In the R. C, Cola Porsche 917/10, 
but it was a close race. Although 
Donohue won the first part by 
44 over Follmer, Follmer_ went 
Into the lead of the second part 
‘and pulled away from Donohue, 
who only closed up in the closing 
laps and passed Follmer six laps 
before the end while lapping tall 
enders to win the second instal 
ment. After the race, Donohue 
claimed that his ear was not 


Mark Donohue incre 


functioning properly 

‘Jody Scheckter in the Vasek 
Polak Porsche 917/10 qualified 
second fastest to Donohue, but 
in the first part he was forced 
to spin to avold a back-marker 
fand then pulled to a halt with 
Something ‘amiss in the suspen 
sion. He did not start the second 
part. David Hobbs" Black Label 
McLaren M20 finished third in 
the first part, one lap. behind 
the Porsches, but only lasted a 
few laps in the second race when 
the rear suspension broke. Jackie 
Oliver's UOP Shadow spun to 
avoid Will Kauhsen's Porsche 
917/10 t/e and in the ensuing 
collision, Oliver's “radiator pipe 
‘was flattened and the car sulfered 
from overheating thereafter. He 
was classified eighth at the finish 


sd his lead in the CanAm series at Mtid-Ohio 


with another win in the Sunoco Porsche. 


Full F1 field in Austria 


‘The Austrian Grand Prix at the 
delightful Osterreichring this 
‘Sunday will be one of the most 
significant of the year in a num 
‘ber of ways. Of prime importance 
of course is the safety precautions 
Which will have to measure up 
to an inspection by the Jo Siffert 
Council and also a pace car will 
be available for use in controlling 
the speeds of the cars should 
there be an incident. 

Louls Stanley reported this 
week that the Austrians were 
being extremely ‘co-operative 
making the circuit as well 
equipped as they could in the 
short time available, The or 
isers as well as receiving spon: 
sorship from a state owned 
cigarette company, Memphis, for 
the race, have had two further 
offers of support for fire fighting 
equipment. Kurier, an Austrian 
newspaper, will finance the costs 
for a fire rescue helicopter while 
Schartner Bombe, manufacturers 
fof non-alcoholic’ drinks, have 
offered to help pay for the heli- 
copter and will pay for fire resis~ 
tant clothing for the flag 
‘marshals. 

‘The interest in the race itself 
will centre around Jackie Stewart 
trying to Increase his lead in the 
championship even further, Cur- 
fently the Scot has a 15. point 
‘advantage over his team-mate 
Francois Cevert while Emerson 
Fittipaldi trails in third place 18 
points behind. The Elf Tyrrell 
team will not only be looking for 
a win for either driver but 2 


4 


third consecutive 1-2 which will 
surely be an all time record. 

Fittipaldi and team-mate Ronnie 
Peterson will still only have three 
JPSs to choose from, there not 
being enough time to build up 
another spare following Emerson's 
Zandvoort accident 

‘Yardley MeLaren will have just 
two race ears on this occasion 
for Denny Hulme and Peter Rev- 
son, lack of engines making it 
impossible to run Jacky. Tekx. 
Brabham will have their usual 
BT42s for Carlos Reutemann and 
Wilson Fittipaldi while either Rolf 
Stommelen or John Watson is 
expected to drive the third car 
Team Surtees Fl fortunes. seem 
to be on the up at last following 
Carlos Pace’s fourth place at the 
Nirburgring and Jochen Mass 
highly competitive seventh. They 
will have their usual cars while 
Mike Hallwood will of course be 
im the Brooke Bond Oxo Rob 
Walker TSI4. Shadow's fortunes 
too seemed to have taken a turn 
in the right direction with Jack 
Oliver's stirring drive to eighth 
place at the 'Ring. If George Foll 
mer can find the form which 
brought him points at the begin: 
ning of the year the team should 
Start t0 realise some of the poten: 
tal which they have. Gijs van 
Lennep’s sixth place at Zandvoort 
in Frank Williams’ 1s0-Marlboro 
hhas earned him another race in 
the team with Howden Ganley 
while also returning after missing 
the German race will be James 
Hunt in the Hesketh March, which 


‘Third place, four laps behind 
the two leaders, was taken by 
Hurley Hayward’s Porsche 917/10 
from Derek Bell's McLaren and 
the Commander Motor Homes | 
MeLarens of Bobby Brown and 
yanny Hopkins, Donohue's lead 
in the CanAm series is increased 
to 59 points over Follmer, who 
has 35, while Follmer's ‘team- 
mate Charlie Kemp (who did not 
start this race owing to broken 
Suspension parts on his Porsche 
917/10) is third on 30, David 
Hobbs, on 25 points, and Jody 
Scheckter, on 24 points, are 
fourth and fifth 

‘We regret that transport diff 
culties have prevented us from 
Inckiding our report in this 
week's Issue, but i will appear 
next week 


hhas been undergoing some inten. 
sive testing since Zandvoort when 
Hunt had his best result yet 
finishing third. Jean-Pierre Jarier 
will be back In the works March 
Fi team (not backed by STP) for 
the first time since the French 
GP where he gave his best FI per 
formance to date. In Austria he 
will be using the 731G which has 
been used by David Purley in 
the last few races. Mike Beuttler 
will also be present in his usual 
Clarke » Mordaunt - Guthrie-Dur 
lacher car. Rikki von Opel has 
been testing the modified Ensign 
at the circuit all this week and 
‘will be looking to repeat the form 
he showed in practice at Zand- 

BRM hope to have their usual 
three cars pregent although 
whether Niki Lauda will be ft 
‘enough to drive will not be known 


until Thursday. If he is then he 
can be reckoned on to be well | 
up as not only is it his home 


GP but it is a circuit which has 
always suited the BRM. — Jean: 
Pierre Beltoise and Clay Regaz 
zoni will of course be in the 
other two cars. As reported else 
where in P&P there will be a 
Ferrari BS present for Arturo 


Saloon special 


‘The most exciting saloon car race 
to be held in this country is being 
planned as an annual attraction 
by Tony Hazlewood, driver of the 
magnificent Daf-Rover 55, With 
the increase of excitiNg large 
capacity hybrid saloons, he has 
planned the Westwood Challenge 
Cup sponsored by Westwood En 
gineering, to take place at Silver 
Stone on the ‘Silverstone Grand 
Prix circuit on October 6 (the 
clubmen’s championship meeting), 
ind hopes it will become an 
‘annual attraction, 

It's a kind of betting race for 
large capacity special saloons, 
Group 2 cars and Group 1 cars 
fon racing tyres, The prize money, 
which could amount to around 
or over £1000, will be provided 
by the driver, who will purchase 
fone or more units of £10 each, 
depending on how confident he 
Is of winning. A competitor may 
purchase as many as five units 
of £10 and the first six drivers 

the race get their units back 
Jn full, with the first three getting 
an extra percentage of the money; 
for instance, the winner receives 
three times the units purchased 
land the Westwood Cup. Initial 
reaction seems to be that half 
the fleld of over 30 cars will be 
acquiring the maximum five units, 
which would make it quite a 
motor race! The winner's prize 
fund could amount. to around 
£400 in such circumstances, Other 
Incentives are being muted as 
well, including a £50 award from 
Gerry Marshall to the competitor 
who establishes fastest lap. 

‘A superb idea, which once and 
for all could decide who has got 
the bert saloon car and. the 
driver confidence and ability 10 
go with itand back his theory 
to the maximum extent. 


Merzario while Graham Hill will 
also be there in the Embassy 
Shadow. We were unable to dis 
cover whether or not either of 
the Martin’ Tecnos would be 
going for Chris Amon, 


BRDC secretary presented David Purley with a special award for his 


bravery at Brands Hatch last Sunday 


AUTOSPORT, AUGUST 16, 1973, 


RARE OPPORTUNIT 
AGE it mince 
OURS: 
INVOLVEMENT 


ITALIAN 
GRAND PRIX || recs 


MONZA some 
One day visit 
SUNDAY, SEPT. 9th 3 


Direct flights from Luton 


including 


transfers and circuit 
admission 


ONLY £27 
Scott F2, seen here scoring championship points at 


This is a great opportunity Norburgring 
to see the Monza circuit 


The car itself has proved to be very com- 
petitive and shows great potential. The car 
USE THE COUPON BELOW TO REQUEST 56-PAGE has been privately financed for a development 


creer BOOKING. INCORMAATION. TELEPHONE. KATE period, and this being satisfactorily completed, 
HAYNES (0533) 24181 the project is available as a viable commercial 
PAGE AND MOY LTD. proposition for the 1974 season. 

221-223 Belgrave Gate, Leicester LEY SHW. 
Please send S6-page 1973 Motor Racing Brochure 7 CULVERT PLACE 
Name BATTERSEA PARK ROAD 
Address LONDON, SW11 
Tel: 01-622 8408 
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Pit and Paddock 


‘opens the programme, sees John Championship should provide the 


Momewood"'and. Ray’ Payne in Sctush vente with_some of Its 

ee en | 0 Imps challenge. the quick Minis best racing to date. The sight of 

tr Roger Saunders, Ryan Lee andthe Frank’ Gardner Camaro and 

Terry atte. ther "big bangers around the 

More saloon car excitement is sfeuit's narrow ‘confines. should 


provided with a production saloon be quite a sight and the action 
far race, in which the BMWs of starts there at 2 pm. 


Lords v Commons Parlia- 
ment race star attraction of 
BMW ‘Day this Sunday — 


s Tony Lanfranchi, Donald Macleod © Clubmen's meetings take place 
action-packed nine race and Roger Bell had better pro- on Saturday at Silverstone were 
programme — lan Taylor v duce a BMW 1-2-3 or else. the BMCRC are holdi their 
Tony Brise in superb To make their job easier, there's annual affair, which starts at 2 


 A-litre limit on this race which pm. On Sunday, the 750MC are 
‘excludes the Camaros but the paying a visit to Mallory and 
‘Aifas of John Handley and Stan there are rounds for all. their 
Clark will be doing their best to usual club formulae with the 
upset the outcome meeting starting at 2.30 pm. 


Formula 3 line-up. 

Headed by new" Liberal _MP 
Clement Freud, the 10 lap Lords 
¥ Commons BMW race at Brands 
Hateh this Sunday should be quite 


aicnotor race. All Griving identical ony "B \ Mg, __A battle of the big v small @ Chris Cramer's Grunhalle 
BMW 2002s, other drivers in this right), Or variety is expected in the Blue March hopes to repeat its incred- 
fered agtade, Lord: Momtaga, of a Circle mod sports race with John ible performance at _Shelsley 
Beaulieu, Lord Chesham, Lord defeat the local hero. But there's 's amazing Jaguar XK120 Walsh this Sunday in the next 
Strathearron and other “distin- more opposition too, from Mike in Hough's TVR Tuscan round In the RAC Hillclimb 
uished personalities in the event, Wilds, Mo Harness, Richard having to fend off the very rapid Championship, with strong oppo~ 
Which Sees the 10" Commons Robarts, Leonal Friedrich, Russell Lotus Elans of Jon Fletcher and sition from Mike MacDowel, Roy 
drivers in white cars and the Wood, ‘Alan Jones, Tony Rouff Joba Evans. Lane, Sir Nick Williamson and 
Uupper house contingent In black and Johnny Gerber. More single Plenty of unusual and exciting Richard Thwaites. The meeting 
cars. The race will be run on a seater action is provided by antics are assured at Brands starts at 11 am. 
match play system with the team rounds in the Wella FF and |W day this Sunday, so make  @ Jody Scheckter runs his new 
Fesult being decided on a points national Vee championship sure you're there. Practice starts Sid Taylor-owned Lola 7330 at 
basis. rounds, with Stephen South and ‘am until 150 pm with the Road Atlanta this weekend in 
‘The surviving BMWs compete Ted Wentz heading the former. first race at 2.30 pm. After the the next round in the L & M 
again at the end of the day in Brian Muie's Alpina BMW CSL last one, there's no need to hurry 5000 Championship, 
a BMW Celebrity race for in- is expected to appear In the For- home either for Beggars Opera 
Vited drivers. including popular ward‘Trust special. saloon race, will be providing music on the The car has therefore been hired 
BBC disc jockey Noel Edmonds. but should have a hard time circuit after the meeting. An by RC Cola for Charlie Kemp 
‘On home ground, Tony Brise against Gerry Marshall's Firenza, added incentive—BMW drivers to drive. Scheckter's main oppo- 
ls favourite to win the 1S lap John Turner's Escort-BRM and are admitted free, but it’s only nent in the championship, Brian, 
Forward Trust Formula 3 race Tony Hazlewood's spectacular 70p for the rest of you. Redman, will have a team-mate 
hough the championship leader Daf-Rover 85. The I-litre Forward @ At Ingliston, a round in the if both cara start the race, The 


fan Taylor will, be all set to ‘Trust special saloon race, which Group 2 British Touring driver will be Derek Bell. 


F Dani ? | Dallenbach at 
John Webb denies Mallory | Danish FS000? aig 
Finals te sett | Milwaukee 
Park closure rumours Pee ged fe er SC 


Stories in last week's Motor Mallory Park land being used for | the Danish race, ‘comes another | the Z00-nile championship. race 
Chole Nowe that Focag. was to, te bullding of houses: However | Ccbenttryucs’ conttatteg | esata cee stay with 
beGlacomtinued a! Maloy Park this would, oot afect the circuit | Yoore"but seems unlitely that ly Yutovieh in tiré and Jimmy 
at the end of this year, were and Mr Webb stated that Mallory additional races will be added McElreath fourth in a Mcl 
eoled by Motor Circult Develop- Park would continue to hold rac- | to'the Rothmant cl Pete 

ment's managing director John Ing as usual Myris este ea Oonlores & 
Webb, ts week. Mr Webb con Tt is understood that planning | latter part of the 8000 calendar | of the race, but neither car was 
firmed thet talks had taken place permission on. the part of land | \s'siready: pretty: crow dala 
Detween“Grovewood Securities at Mallory expires early next year | 2 cwees’ Brew? CCowsel__ | seriously Seige’ _ 
{owners of Mallory) and. Tom and if the option to bulld 1s not | ® Clive Bakers F500 March 73A | @FS000 Trojan driver Bob Eyans 
Wheaterott, who apart from his taken up, then a fine could be | will in future be sponsored by | Became a father for the frst 
Donington "connections is prim: placed on the owners under a new | Cain-a-Slm Ltd, a Torbay based | time last Sunday when his wite 
aril Leicester bullding contrac: aw which comes into effect later | company owned by Nashua Copy- | Annie gave birth to\a son who 
tor, regarding a small part of the this Year fat Lid will bet named. Thomas. 
CATCHPOLE By Barry Foley 


} || 178 ont TWEAK BREAKING \ 
|] NWS NEWWwiTE i 
i TEAM ANORAK 


© Astoiport 3973 
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The day that the rain came down 


Silverstone on Sunday 5th. August may have been a wash-out as far as the 
SHELLSPORT Luxembourg Formula 5000Team was concerned but wet or dry, 
SHELLSPORT cars and drivers are always in the thick of it 


7 


‘DONT miss 
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Jean-Pierre Jarier clings to the inside as Peter Gethin makes 


KARLSKOGA 


Jarier’s best win yet as 
Gethin and Palm challenge 


By IAN PHILLIPS Photos by PAUL THOMPSON 


Spectators at Karlskoga In Sweden last Sunday undoubtedly witnessed the best F2 race of 
1973. For the first time Jean-Pierre Jarier’s total supremacy was threatened throughout the 
meting, But for the sixth time this year the Frenchman won and took maximum champion. 
Ship points for the seventh time in seven finishes which virtually assures him of the champion. 

rick Depailler with the remotest of remote hopes 


It was not car or tyre supremacy which gave him this win it was sheer intelligent driving 
making fullest use of his only asset, BMW torque out of the comers. His Ford powered 
challengers were Peter Gethin, in the works Chevron-Hart, and Torsten Palm, in the second 
Matchbox Surtees-Hart, both on what have previously been race-long uncompetitive Firestone 
tyres. Palm was a revelation in practice and the heats but surpassed himself in the fin 
chasing Jarier through two thirds of the race before making a small mistake which allowes 
Gethin to nip through and put in his bid. For 16 laps Gethin tried every way to get round the 
STP March-BMW but cool driving by Jarier kept him at bay by 02 » with Palm taking an 
excellent third and a new lap record 

‘Colin Vandervell held a very safe fourth until the penultimate lap when his engine blew up 
letting ‘Tim Schenken, Ronale Peterson (yes, the Texaco Star finished and only used one 
engine during the whole meeting) and Jacques Coulon fill the rest of the top six placings. 


ENTRY AND PRACTICE 


The F2 complimentary championship round 
was the first event to be held at the Karlskoga 
Cireult since 1970 when there was a. horrific 
accident at the Swedish venue involving a car 
going into the crowd, Since then the track 
hhas undergone extensive safety modifications 
including triple layer armeo, catch fences and 
high spectator fences and among those respon: 


All the teams who were at Mantorp, with 
the exception of the Elf set-up, stayed over 
Jn Sweden for the intervening two weeks and 
some took advantage of unofficial testing in 
the days prior to the event. The FZ lap record 
stood to Jochen Rindt in the Winkleman 
Brabham set as long ago as 1967. 
arted on Friday morning 
ons. About two thirds of 
the field bothered to go out and the quickest 
sible for the track include Ronnie Peterson; | Was Reine Wisell in the Pierre Robert GRD. 
so generally the precautions were up to stan The Friday afternoon session was virtually 
dara ry and Jean-Pierre Jarier gave an indication 
‘The Karlskoga race was the third F2 event of likely times with a 1 m 13.0 s with local 
in Sweden this year and with the complicated man Torsten Palm second quickest in the 
championship scoring system It was not w Matchbox Surtees on 13.2 s 
a number of people taking part as it was Saturday morning however was dry and 
impossible for them to score. This accounted warm and all bar two recorded their best 
for Jochen Mass being replaced by Mike Hail- times in this period. Fastest by 0.3 s was Peter 
wood in the Surtees team and the Elf team not Gethin in the works Chevron-Hart B25. He 
appearing at all. In fact Patrick Depailler can was consistently quickest in this period with 
score in one further complimentary event and times inthe 12 s bracket. His very last lap 
this will probably be at the Noristing was a 125 s which was his best. Gethin 


ial practice 


attempts to round the outside 


driving in F2 for the first time since prac 
tice at Rouen, has had very little luck in 
F2 this year but at Karlskoga he was on 
top form driving very smoothly. and quickly. 
The ttle side spoilers which were on the 
car when John Watson drove it at Mantorp 
were missing but the tweak this week was 
provided by Firestone, who produced the B4l 
tyre, which Is the latest production Fl tyre, 
Also available was a new 24 In. profile 
tyre in B32 compound (an old Fl. tyre) 


but although a number of cars used them, 
Firestone engineer Jean Mosnier thought 
that perhaps. they were too wide, Gethin 


tried ‘the taller ones but found them no 
Quite as quick so reverted to. the 23. in 
nd this combined with a fresh Hart engine 
for the Snal session gave him the edge 

‘Second quickest was another Ford powered, 
Firestone shod car—Mike Hallwood's Match: 
bor Surtees-Fina-Hart TSI5, Mike was having 
his first F2 race since Thruxton in the car 
which Jochen Mass had at Mantorp. He used 
the tali B32 tyres and after learning to drive 
F2 cars again be pot. stuck in with some 
really quick laps towards the end finishing 
with a I'm 12.88 

‘Championship leader, and Hailwood's likely 
successor as European F2 champion Jean: 
Pierre Jarier was next up on 1 m 12.9 in 
the works STP-March BMW 732, As at Man 
torp he had his usual car and Jean-Pierre 
Beltoise’s to choose from with a third sitting 
in the transporter if wanted, After running the 
low profile Goodyear tyres at Mantorp it was 
decided to use the 25 in ones at Karlskoga 
It took Jarier some time to come to terms 
with them and get the balance of the car 
right the extra grip which the big rear tyres 
five seemed to make it more difficult for the 
Frenchman's natural tail-out style. He had a 
couple of off course excursions one of which 
damaged a nose and the second of which cov 
ered car and driver in a great deal of mud and 
filth. In the final session Jarier changed the 
gear ratios in order to try taking the three 
hairpin bends in first gear. Although this 


seemed to be marginally quicker it proved too 
much for the gearbox and during the very 
Quick final half hour he was struggling with 


first, third and fourth gears so it was decided 
not to risk unnecessary strain on the gearbox 
find just gear for the corners in second 
Jarier retained the big tyres for the heat 
aithough none of the team were too optimistic 
about them, Various problems meant that they 
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were unable to do proper back to back tests 
with their two cars. Team manager Ray War- 
dell put the Firestone advantage down to com- 
pounds. The circuit was bumpy but the surface 
fairly smooth. The harder compound Good 
years on Jarier’s car just did not get hot 
‘enough at any stage and he had great trouble 
especially under braking as the tyres just 
would not grip. On the other hand the softer 
Firestones were getting up a good tempera 
ture and gripping nicely which helped Gethin 
‘and Hailwood no end 

Incidentally if Jarier won the race he would 
rot clinch the championship outright. Robin 
Herd’s slide-rule said that it was mathemati 
cally ‘possible for Patrick Depailler to win 
provided he won all the remaining races and 
Jarier did not finish. If Jarier scores just one 
‘more point oF Depailler fails to take maximum 
every time then the title returns to Bicester 
after a 12 month gap, 

‘A surprising fourth quickest was Swedish 
F3 man. Torsten Palm, once again in the 
second works Surtees-Hart TS15. Throughout 
all the practice periods he was quick, using 
the tall B32 Firestones, and his raliy-style 
cornering was very good to watch. In the 
final session he Improved by just 0.1 8 on his 
previous day's performance to 1 m 13.1 6 
Another excellent performance came from 
‘Andy Sutcliffe making his debut in the Mit 
ford Group sponsored ex-Beuttler March-BMW. 
After Beuttler's shunt at Rouen it was vir 
tually a brand new car which Brian Lewis and 
his men had built up rapidly since Mantorp 
ind ‘ferried out with no testing of car or 
engine. It was in fact painted yellow for 
this race not in Mitford blue, Sutcliffe, who 
has had little racing this year anyway, had 
never sat In the car and his only previous F2 
experience was a race at Oulton Park last 
September In the works GRD. However after 
missing the first session while the car was 
completed, he did the second running in the 
engine before being let loose for the final 
Period. His speed and smoothness surprised 
great many people and when he was called 
In'30 m before the end of the session to 
have a rest he was down to 13.2 s (although 
his pit had got him even quicker). Unfor 
tunately he was unable to go out again as 
the water pump suddenly ‘started to leak 
Which did not give rise to much optimism 
for the heat, A water pump failure on a 
BMW means a strip down to replace it which 
Iynot on at a circuit. However by depr 
surising the water system the engines seemed 
to be able to stand up to 45 m of racing. 

Colin Vandervell, who had the same water 
pump trouble at Mantorp, was Just 0.1 5 be: 
hind: his new team-mate, Vandervell in fact 
only did the final session as he had been mis 
Informed by March of the timing of practice 

id only arrived for the final five minutes of 
Friday, He was also upset that he only had his 
Mantorp engine rebuilt to use instead of a 
fresh one, Although he did a very respectable 
time the engine was not pulling as he would 
have liked. Still neither Vandervell or Sut 
cliffe were given any of the new Goodyear 
tyres. Bill Gubelmann put up his best perfor 
mance to date in his smart private Firestone 
shod March-BMW to record a 1m 13.4 8 in 
very few laps The engine already had a 
Tot of miles to Ms name and after setting 
What he considered would be a good time he 
wisely decided to sit and watch. His time 
was also equalled by Jarier in Beltoise’s car. 

‘Swede Bertil Roos had the Fred Opert 
hired DART racing with GRD, Brian Hart 
Powered 273 for his second F2 outing and he 
showed very good form. During the week he 
tested the car without wings and with a 
narrow nose but the arrival of GRD's new 
racing manager Dave Wilson (formerly with 
Chevron) soon put him right on that score. 
‘The SuperVee ace got down to 13.5 5 which 
would probably have been even quicker had 
he not gone so deliberately sideways round 
all the comers. Super Swede Ronnie Peter- 
son was next up on the same time with the 
Jone Texaco Star. The big news from the 
Lotus team was that the engine ran through 
three practice sessions with no trouble at all, 
which was a change from previous meetings 
when every single engine (a total of nine 
80 far) had blown up. The abrupt change 
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Second heat dice : Roos holds off Hailwood and Palm. 


was created by the replacement of the original 
oll system by that used on the Fl car, Je 
mounting the tank and cooler on the wing 
stay and gearbox. However one big problem 
that came to light was. that of bottoming 
With very heavy springs (300 Ibs) on the rear 
and the ride height at five inches the car 
was wearing through the skid under the 
fengine and then scraping away the mono- 
coque probably due to chassis bending. The 
rather heavy engine also seems to be_well 
down on power but with the new large Good- 
year tyres and all Ronnie's bravery he got 
down to a respectable 13.5 s right at the 
fend. of practice being delighted’ with the 
handling. 

Tim Schenken was back in the Motul Ron 
del team driving Jean-Pierre Jaussaud's Man- 
torp ear with Racing Services power and got 
down to 13.6 s which, following the car’s good 
showing at Mantorp, was a little disappoint 
Ing. Schenken was plagued on a couple of 
‘occasions with an air lock in the fuel system 
which restricted quick lappery. He also 
thought that the combination of the new 
Goodyear rear tyres and the old fronts was 
not ideal as the fronts just did not have 
‘enough grip. Incidentally the Rondel team 
was at is smallest for a long time with just 
three mechanics and Richie Bray as team 
manager being present with the three cars 
Reine Wisell, perhaps a little incensed at re- 
cent criticism looked to be set for a good 
showing when he was fastest in the wet 
session with the Plerre Robert GRD-FVD 273 
However distributor trouble in the final prac- 
tice kept his times down to 13.7 Once again 
Reine tried to hire @ works March-BMW. in 
the days prior to the meeting. March in fact 
agreed to tun the car but Wisell failed to 
make the phone call to England to confirm 
the deal_as had been arranged s0 it was 
called off. This upset Pierre Robert team 
manager Picko Troberg as he had arranged 
for Hakan Dalgvist to drive Wisell’s GRD and 
it was only just before the first practice ses 
sion that he beard that Wisell had not got 
@ March and would drive the GRD. Also on 
1 m 13.7 s was Hiroshi Kazato, who was back 
in his BDG powered Team Nippon GRD as 
there were nd fresh Schnitzer-BMW engines 
available. He was quite happy with his per- 
formance finding the new Firestone tyres a 
great Improvement. Tom Pryce was out again 
In the works run Titan Properties Motul-FVD 
Mi but after getting down to 138 s very 
early on the engine screamed out for more 
Ventilation and a neat hole appeared in the 
side of the block. A Race Engine Services 
alloy BDA was fitted in time for the heat 
Swiss hilletimber Roland Salomon had a fresh 
engine for his March-BMW and turned in a 
fairly respectable 14.0 + which was equalled 
by. Sten Gunnarsson and Jacques Coulon. 


Gunnarsson in the second Pierre Robert GRD 
suffered another engine failure (the 16th this 
year, sighed Picko Troberg) with his Sport 
Cars of Stockholm BDA and had it replaced 
with a Racing Services alloy BDA, Coulon too 
was in engine trouble, He was consistently 
fover-revving it by some 2000 rpm. at. tim 
and when the valve gear started to clatter 
he was stopped, his 14.0 5 having been 
recorded on Friday afternoon. Jo Vonlanthen 
had a real screamer of a BDG in his GRD 
which put_most people to shame down the 
Straights and although he looked fairly rapid 
in the corners his 143 8 bears out that he 
wasn't really. Brett Lunger was back on the 
F2 scene with his semi-works Chevron B25 

using the Smith updated Hart BDA which 
has’ not served him particularly well this 
year. He also wasted much of the final ses- 
sion trying the new high profile Goodyears 
before switching back just before the end and 
getting a 144, Silvio Moser equalled this 
{in his Surtees-BGD TS10/15 which as usual 
was in constant engine trouble. Bren« 
Melnerney had a Swindon Racing Engin 
rebuilt BDG in his GRS International GRD 
and did 160 8 

The most unfortunate driver was Bob Wol 
tek who, while doing his second lap in the 
final session, suddenly found flames coming 
Into, the cockpit from round his legs. Hi 
quickly spun the Motul-BDG onto the gras 
and clambered out as the flames started to 
fet bigger. The internal fire-extinguisher got 
Fid of most of the fire while marshals were 
quickly onto the scene with extinguishers, 
although the actual fire tender based in the 
pits was pathetically slow. Luckily Bob 
escaped with just singed eyebrows although 
the car was in a sorry state and irrepar- 
able for the heat oF final. 

‘With people changing engines and the 
organisers wanting to split the graded drivers 
up so that there were two in each heat the 
actual grid make up did not make much sense 
for the two 36 lap heats on Saturday after- 
noon. Most people felt that the heats were 
unnecessary anyway as the circuit could start 
26 and there were only a total 22 entries, 
which would mean 11 cars in each heat and 
that all of them providing they came to no 
hharm, could start the final. The organisers did 
not want to know about any changes though 


HEAT 1 


Of the 10 cars scheduled to start the first 
heat only nine actually made it, For the 


second meeting in succession in his homeland 
Wisell failed to take the grid because an 
‘engine change was not completed in time. 

From the start of the first of the two 36 
Jap heats run on Saturday afternoon it was 
Jean-Pierre Jarier and nobody was ever going 
to stop it being otherwise. Sutcliffe made a 
rather tardy start and by the time he got 
Into the groove Peterson had made sure that 
there was no room for three abreast round 
the first corner. Thus the Mitford March had 
to wait for Coulon and Gubelmann to go 
through before it was able to get going pro- 
perly, Kazato, Salamon, Melnerney, and 
Lunger completed the field, 

‘As Jarier steamed off into the distance 
Coulon started to make life difficult for Peter 
son. On the third lap they both arrived at 
the hairpin behind the pits solidly locked up, 
but Ronnie managed to keep his advantage 
Next time round though Coulon just steamed 
ast on the straight up to the high-banked 
Ford Curve and although Peterson took the 
Texaco Star round the outside of the banking 
Coulon had got the place firmly. For two 
laps he consolidated it before retiring to the 
pits to save the engine for the final 

By this time Jarier was almost out of sight 
of Peterson and for the rest of the race they 
just reeled off the laps rather monotonously 
‘and not very quickly. st, and fastest 
Of the race, was 1m 133s on lap seven 
Which gave him no confidence for the final 
and prompted @ change back to the lower 
Drofile tyres. Peterson however was quite 
Satisfied with the Texaco Lotus and the 
mechanics even more s0 when they removed 
the sump and found that the engine was still 
In excellent working order, 

‘After Coulon's retirement the interest of 
the race lay in the battle for third spot be- 
tween Gubelmann, Sutclifle, Kazato and 
Salamon as Lunger and Meinerney brought up 
the rear, 

Gubelmann was fighting hard 10 keep Sut- 
cliffe “at bay, his" main advantage being 
superior power down the straight as he 
appeared to be holding the newcomer up 
round the corners. On lap 10 however Gubel: 
‘man's right arm began to tire with all the 
gearchanging and Andy shot through going 
{into the hairpin behind the pits. The Mitford 
March then pulled away rapidly and for the 

xxcellent debut third 


cliffe dropped the revs 
to keep It going to the end. 

Kazato and Salamon then challenged Gubel 
mann but on lap 13 the Japanese driver tried 
‘little too hard to outbrake the March-BMW 
Into the Ford Curve and his GRD locked up 
ight on into the Armco doing 

damage the umpteenth nose- 


later Melnemey was 
‘overflow pipe and 
couple of laps having ignored the flag 


Lunger caught the Salamon-Gubelmann dice 
‘on lap 15 ; Salamon passed the Atlantic cham: 
pion next ‘time round while Lunger’s attempts 
to do the same thing came to naught when 
Gubelmann gave him the big chop at the end 
fof the pit straight and the Chevron spun. 
Lunger did not lose his place but dropped 
well back before the oil pressure started to 
drop on lap 23 and he switched off and re- 
tired. This let Kazato up to sixth and he was 
the final finisher after McInerney had a drive- 
shaft break which broke a top link and 
Severed an oil line setting the car alight which 
required a hefty dose of extinguishant from 
the pit marshals, 


HEAT 2 


Wollek, of course, failed to make the grid for 
hheat two while Wisell again did not make it 

Pole position man Gethin made no mistake 
at the start of this heat but Hailwood got 2 
mighty surprise as Roos, from the third row, 
outbraked him into the first corer while 
Mike's team-mate tried to do much the same 
thing, Vandervell was next up with Schenken, 


10 


Gunnarsson, Pryce, 
bringing up the rear, 


Gethin made his break «i 
two had a nice lead from the 
Roos which had Hailwood 
set by on both sides. All 
Wood and Gethin's plans for a nice tour 
round at the front leaving the youngsters to 
sweat it out. It was Roos who was the hero 
though. His GRD undoubtedly had the edge 
over the similar Hart-powered Surtees down 
the straight and with some clever sideways 
fhe made it impossible for Hailwood 
to go either inside or out round any of the 
tight bends. Palm just sat on Hailwood's tal 


Moser and Vonlanthen 


The nudge never came 
some rapid and brave on-the-limit 
for Hallwood to finally get past the GRD 
just before the braking area for the pits hair 
18. Roos refused to give up imme 
ly and had a sniff again at the outside 
ff the hairpin but there was no way. Hallwood 
soon settled Into his proper lines and speed 
around the comers and pulled away although 
he had no chance of catching Gethin who was 
‘3 good 10 5 In front. Palm took over from his 
team-mate in trying to put his fellow Swede 
down but no matter how hard he tried the 
SuperVee king just held on. For Roos, how 
ever, It was not to be his lucky day. On the 
Penultimate lap go 
Roos took his usu ‘entry to the banked 
curve as Palm dived inside: the 
bout side by side (something that had happened 
fon many previous occasions). Roos, as before, 
started 10 pull away slightly as they set off 
down the straight but suddenly his airbox 
fell off and the advantage that these unsightly 
things give became apparent immediately. Palm 
then had the greater pulling power on the 
straight and eased his way a} dled into. 
the pits hairpin, Round the twisty bits Roos 
could Keep up but once on the straights 
Jost out and at the flag fall he was 0.8 s down 
Nevertheless a very encouraging performance 
from both the local drivers 


Vandervell held fourth throughout with no 
pressure from anywhere. He was unable to 
make any efforts to catch the men in front as 
his already reluctant engine was running with 
both the oll and water temperatures off the 
clock due, it was thought originally, to a leak: 
ing radiator. Schenken was running steadily in 
fifth place in the first half of the race doing 
nothing spectacular until he overshot his 
braking point at the hairpin behind the pits 


Peterson's Texaco Star had its best race to date finishing fifth. 


and disappeared into the swamp. He splashed 
about in the mud for a while before rejoining 
with a bent nose and muddy car, losing only a 
place to Gunnarsson, The Swede kept his 
Advantage 10 the end so Schenken was seventh 
with a slowly deflating tyre. Pryce in the 
other Motul was eighth and the final finisher, 
® lap down with a very down on power RES 
‘engine and a tyre which had been almost com- 
pletely flat for most of the race; it was to 
his credit that he kept it on the road. 

‘Of the other starters Moser retired on lap 
10 in order to save his engine while Vonlan- 
then went seven laps later with a broken 
driveshaft, 


FINAL 


Sunday was very hot and all those who had 
competed in the heats came out onto the grid 
in front of some 25,000 people. Palm, Sut- 
life, Lunger and finally Wisell all had’ fresh 
‘engines, Lunger's being Gethin’s first prac: 
tice engine and Watson's Mantorp Hart ‘mill 
Both Coulon and Vandervell, whose contracts 
with March stipulate a spare, again did not 
have one and had to make do with what they 
had. 
The grid lined up as follows 


The second heat was much quicker than the 
first which explains why Peterson and Sutcliffe 
feature so far down the list 

‘After the heat showing nobody in the March 
camp was too happy about Jarier’s chances 
land a long-faced Ray Wardell announced that 
they were taking a gamble and reverting to the 
small profile tyres and praying that the 
settings were okay. After the two warming-up 
Inps there were some frantic anti-roll. re: 
adjustments by those mechanics who were 
brave enough to watch their star try to retain 
‘his winning streak and equal Ronnie Peterson's 
1971 six wins in a year. Robin Herd, however, 
could not face the prospect and left before 
the start. 

‘The commentators were being very critical 
cof Wisell who spluttered round one warm-up 
lap before going into the pits. Some frenzied 
but useless work by the mechanics enabled 
hhim to take up station at the back of the grid 
from where, at the flag fall, he proceeded to 
g0 100 yards and retire. 

It_ was the superior torque of the BMW 
‘engine which enabled Jarier to make the best 
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‘Andy Sutcliffe made an impressive debut with the Mitford March-BMW. 


start and he fed into the first comer with, not 
Gethin but Torsten Palm on his tail, the 
Chevron being third, Gunnarsson was being 
‘and trying to outbrake the lot of them 
‘him fourth briefly from Vandervell 
deways antics delayed Hailwood and 


Gunnarsson’s circus act at the comers all 
round the first lap allowed the leading trio to 
jervell who luckily was 


to pull 
ight at the end of the first lap. Lucky 
because this time Gunnarsson spun his GRD 
at the end of the straight and virtually blocked 
the road, Hallwood and Sutclife were right 
behind; ‘Suteliffe lost a little ground but 
Hailwood stopped completely and was rammed 
from behind by Peterson. The Lotus nose was 
crumpled and he suffered a rear tyre slow 
puncture but got away before Hailwood who 
also had a slow puncture. Nevertheless the two 

1d. aces did not bother to stop in the pits 
Dut started to climb back up the field, Hail- 


e race but 
It tured out to be the race of the season for 
the lead, 

In the first four laps Jarier pulled out about 
38 on Palm while Gethin was a little farther 
‘behind Palm with Vandervell making a slight 
Impression. What did not come to light until 
shuarvards wae the fet thatthe Foré-egined 
ry been using vast quantities of fuel at 
ihe. circuit (consumption was something 1 
6 mpg) and in the early laps they had a severe 

ight penalty which made both cars under- 
Steer too much, However, Jarier received a 
ig blow after half a dozen laps or so when 
the bib on the nose started to break off reduc 
ing the downthrust considerably and giving 
him all ‘of trouble especially under 


Palm started to edge closer from lap six to 
10 when he got to within a second of the 
March, On lap 14 he was definitely looking for 
‘@ way past and at the same time Gethin moved 
noticeably closer but it took until lap 30 for 
the three to be really nose to tail. Up to this 
point Jarier had been locking brakes furiously 
{nto the slow comers as the tyres refused to 
bite but seemed to have the measure of 
Palm's challenge. However, when it became a 
three-car, nose to tail, side by side dice with 
1B laps to go, few people would have given 
Jarier a chance of winning or even staying on 
‘the road. Palm, whose driving was heroic, 
made his one and only mistake on lap 32 
when he missed a gear going into the Ford 
Curve and Gethin seized the opportunity of 
going through. Jarcer's chances looked slimmer 
than ever but he rose to the occasion. He 
knew what were his advantages and his dis- 
advantages and put into action a plan centred 
around this. His big advantage was the power 
of the BMW engine out of the comer and 
down the straight where he was able to make 
up about 20 yards. His disadvantage was 
mainly the lack of down force and grip on 
the front tyres which meant braking very 
early and locking up hard three or four times 
into the slow comers. Gethin was powerless 
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to do anything about the speed down the 
straight, his only chance was being able to 
Drake late enough to catch Jarier before he 
had sorted himself out and started to re 
apply the power. On almost every lap Jarier 
able to just pull out enough on the 
ights to give himself time to apply the 
brakes, . Weck up, release, reapply, 
lock-up and then 


to get the Chevron’s nose level with 
's cockpit but always onthe outside 
‘White doing all his braking Jarier eased the ear 
{0 the inside of every bend keeping It on very 
tight. Then as Gethin appeared. round the 
outside where there was very little room 
anyway he would floor the throttle and let the 
tall hang out and squeeze Gethin out. It was 
reat driving and fascinating racing especially 
‘with Palm trying to outdo both of them. 

They had some trouble with back markers 
which occasionally would spoil the spectacle 
fand eventually put paid to Palm's chances 
But Gethin, whose lap times increased by over 
second when he caught the Frenchman just 
could not figure out a way past the impudent 
but brilliant Jarier ; how he must Rave longed 
for a fraction more torque from his engine. 
But it was not 10 be his day and Jarier crossed 
the line first, for the sixth time this year, by 
02 5 to take maximum points for the seventh 
time in seven finishes as Gethin opened his 
account for the year. Palm's third place was 
hardly just reward for his hard and deter 
mined driving, the 2.3% gap from Gethin 
being created by wayward back markers ; it 
may’ also be his last ever race which on his 
showing in the three F2 outings this year 
will be a great shame. 

‘Vandervell held fourth place right until the 
penultimate lap when he was black flagged for 
Groping oll. In the first 10 laps he started 
to-make an impression on Gethin but then 
the temperatures went off the clock again and 
he lost touch once more. From about half 
distance great puffs of smoke appeared from 
the exhaust pipes round the corners; 10 
laps from the end the trail became regular 
land the car slower letting fifth man Schenken 
close a little. The oll flag went out three laps 
from the end and the organisers black flagged 
Vandervell with just one lap to go. Although 
he could, and many thought he should, have 
ignored the flag. Colin came in saying that 
however much he hated the engine he just 
could not drive it until it seized solid which 
it would surely have done had he tried to com- 
plete the final tour. However, he only lost three 
places and was classified ‘seventh. Two of 
the lucky recipients were graded so, in effect, 
hhe only lost one point ; although his mutter: 
ings about quitting F2 there and then makes 
iterather academic. 

Schenken took over his fourth place having 
driven steadily after getting past Gubelmann 
early on. He reeled in Coulon, whose engine, 
having been buzzed round the rev counter 30 
many times, was not surprisingly lacking in 
power and overtook the Frenchman on lap 23 
into the Ford Curve and then continued to 
ull away and stroll to the finish. 

Peterson took fifth after a rapid drive 


through the field with s punctured tyre which 
was running on the rim as the car Was 
hurled through the corners. Ronnie saying that 
it made little difference to the handling which 
hhe thought was good. Once again the engine 
held together —now it seems like it's just a 
matter of finding some horsepower. When 
Ronnie was chasing Coulon, Hallwood caught 
them both after his typically gritty drive from 
right at the back of the field. Mike, in fact, 
got past Ronnie and was just about to do 
Coulon when a valve spring broke and he 
retired, whereupon a very soft tyre was also 
discovered. It took Peterson a further seven 
laps, from Isp 36 to 43, to get past Coulon 
land then opened up nearly 10's in the remain: 
Ing five tours. 

Gubelmann took the final championship 
point with eighth overall, a lap down, just 025 
fn front of a fist-waving Lunger who had 
driven determinedly. He was running the well- 
used Hart engine with an oil cooler (Gethin 
did not have one) which kept the temperature 
rather too low and, according to Brett, this 
affected the power output, Roos and Salamon 
hhad been right with these two in a tight four- 
car bunch but the GRD slowed in the final 
10 laps with a lack of power, certainly not 
determination, and finished 10th some way 
back while Salamon lost 12 laps with engine 
trouble which eventually stranded him on the 
circuit. Kazato, too, had been with this four- 
some early on before dropping back with power 
problems and finally ended with another 
broken GRD driveshaft on the penultimate 
but he was classified 11th ahead of Moser who 
apart from being slow spent two laps being 
‘dug out of a swamp which he spun into on 
lap 30, Moser’s nose then fell off and he finally 
finished four laps behind. Gunnarsson, after 
his early cabaret started to climb. bick up 
the field sensibly before pitting to have the 
cluteh adjusted on lap 12. When he returned 
his speed was impressive but he was unable 
to make any impression on the race and was 
seven laps down in 12th place ahead of the 
unlucky Hailwood. 

(Of the others, first to go was Pryce on lap 
10 when placed 11th, His engine was #0 bad 

he really struggling in his une 
characteristically low position and in the end 
he just overdid it in the final series of right- 
handers and spun off, finally retiring with 
sticking throttle slide 

Sutcliffe had tittle luck in his first major F2 
outing. After being delayed by Gunnarsson 
fon the first lap he quickly moved up to 
eighth before the temperatures on his new 
gine began to soar and he slowed right up 
land eventually quit on lap 12 with a suspected 
blown head gasket ; his practice performance 
suggested that he will feature strongly in th 
remaining races however. Mclnerney had 
very lucky escape when the brakes failed at 
the end of the long pit straight on lap 18, He 
went very hard into the Armco and totally 
destroyed the GRD although he was lucky to 
escape with little more than a grazed arm. 
Vonlanthen had big problems with an O-ring 
Jn the metering unit and spluttered around 
‘occasionally stopping for new bits cannibalised 
from retired cars to be fitted in an attempt to 
‘cure his malady and was 12 laps down at the 
end 
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Early dice Jor the lead: Hans Stuck’s BMW leads Jochen 


ZANDVOORT 


 (Copri) and He auw 


Three in a row for BMW 
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‘The works BMWs made it a hat-trick of European Touring Car Championship wins when 


Toine Hezemans and Dieter Quester took last Sunday's Zandvoort 4-hr race. Br 

partnered by James Hunt, were second with their Alpina BMW 

Ting performance for third after early delays gave John Fitzpatrick and Ger 
take the 2-litre division, thanks to Hi 


in thelr works Capri. Ford did at tea 


8 Mule, 
down, and stir 
ial 


ly a la 


Manfred Mohr, but all of thelr opposition encountered mechanical troubles. Indeed, it was 
‘8 generally unhappy scrappy race for many people. Both Ford and BMW had a car apiece 
tetire, and Henel Pescarolo slid off in the Schnitzer BMW while in second place barely 20 min 


from the finish. 
ENTRY 


‘The Germans reoccupied one small corner of 
Holland last weekend. While the beach at 
Zandvoort was crowded with Dutch and 
German holiday-makers, the sun-baked, wind. 
blown race track just north of the town played 
host to the German touring car circus. BMW 
‘of Munich, backed by Alpina and Schnitzer, 
and Ford of Cologne were the performers in 
this sixth round of the European Touring Car 
Championship. 

With the eyes of the motor sporting world 
fon the track where a Formula 1 driver need: 
lessly. died two weeks before, Nurburgring’s 
half-dozen high speed fire and rescue vehicles, 
Jed by Herbert Linge’s Carrera, were brought 
in to satisfy the letter of the CSI law. (What 
would happen, some wag suggested, if it 
rained. They would need a clubmen's car after 
Thruxton) The sheriffs sworn in just for this 
‘occasion were the team manager of the main 
contenders. They saw what was on hand dur: 
ing first practice and approved. The race was 
probably never in doubt, but after the Dutch 
GP the NAV had to do'the right thing. And 
bbe seen to do the right thing. 

‘All professional motor racing is an enter 
tainment, in which the sport has been lost 
in an advertising, marketing and sales mist, 
None more so than international Group 2 rac 


2 


ing. No matter, though, for there at one end 
of the paddock were three huge (Mercedes: 
Benz) transporters that disgorged works BMW 
CSL for Chris Amon/Hans Stuck Jnr and 
Toine Hezemans/Dieter Quester. Little was 
changed except for the use of 3.5-litre engines 
for this sprint of only 4 hr. 

‘Ata discreet distance was the pair of 
immaculate factory Ford Capri RSs. Last 
year's all-powerful winners, deprived of their 
stardom by the foresight—some would say 
chicanery that will finish in financial disaster 
by their main opponents. It certainly wasn't 
for want of trying by Ford works drivers 
Jochen Mass/Dieter Glemser and John Fitz 
partick/Gerard Larrousse The big top, for 
Ford, really fell when BMW. homologated 
those aerodynamic aids which are as far re 
moved from any touring car that you and I 
know as are the slicks on which they race 

Tyres—for many people that was the Zand. 
voort problem. The recently laid track sur- 
face—controversial in itself after the can 
tellation of the 5000 championship round, 
allegedly to save the Fl race—is very abrasive 
‘The hard-worked tyres were beginning 10 over. 
heat badly in practice, though Dunlop seemed 
quite happy. having’ elected 10 provide a 
harder compound for their customers, notably 
Ford and BMW. But there were others queuing 
for Dunlops as practice progressed, among 
them Firestone runners Schnitzer and Auto 


delta. The Italians’ transporter was also chock- 
ablock with Goodyears. Dunlop did. what 
they could In practice but had only. sufficient 

jantities of ‘the harder rubber’ for their 
regulars 

Of the other Capris entered, there were cars 
for Hans Akersloot/ Klaus" Fritzinger and 
Spaniards Jaime Mesia/Alberto-Ruiz-Gimenez 
BMWs were slightly more numerous, five to 
four in fact. But it wasn't just the numerical 
odds which favoured BMW. Historically, and in 
known driver qualities, the odds were even 
a 


Team Schnitzer Motul had a single 3.5-itre 
CSL for Henri Pescarolo/Harald Er, and there 
was a couple of Jugermeister-entered CSLs of 
33 litres for Brian Muir James Munt and 
Swiss Waller Brun/Cox Kocher. Muir's car 
was the familiar Malcolm  Gartlan/Dealer 
Team BMW one which James Hunt was driv 
ing for the first time, (His one other race is 
at Ricard) A 3.5:litre engine was tried in 
practice, but pave heap big overheating prob: 
Jems, and the team were back to just one 
engine, their ex-Spa and test 3.3 which at one 
pint in practice was over-revved. by Hunt, 
who was having difficulty with the gearbox. 

Completing the over 2000 ce division were 
two Group 1 Opel Commodore GS/Es for 
Team Marlboro. men Huub  Vermeulen/Fred 

ankenhout and René Tricot/Patrick Neve, 
Good news in the up to 2-litre section was 
that Autodelta were back with their pale blue 
I6-valve Alfetta for Rolf Stommelen/Carlo 
Facetti, It had allegedly changed little but has 
no doubt been given a rigorous test pro: 
gramme. Autodelta also had a couple of their 
‘ld but amazingly quick (and reliable) GTAms 
for Hans Deen Teodoro Zeccoli and Spartaco 
Dini, Walter Dona, 

Toyota AG's drivers for their lone Celi 
1600 were Herbert Muller/Jurg Dubler, They 
Geputised for Freddy Kottulinsky (racing in 
Sweden) and Manfred Schurti, who was taken 
ill. The Swiss-based Japanese were aware that 
their relative lack of power would not neces 
sarily put them among the top finishers on 
this oceasion. After all, there was less time 
for all those complicated 16-valvers to. break 
in this short race. This really is a test pro: 
gramme in racing. Next year there are likely 
to be two full 2-litre cars, and the team, who 
have 35 points in this year's championship, 
will do the remainder of the 1973 races, 


AUTOSPORT, AUGUST 16, 1973 


Competitively speaking, though, there was 
only a handful of drivers among the 15 cars 
inthe 2-litre section. Koepchen’s 260 bhp 
2002 was the only one present with the 16- 
valve motor, and was to be driven by Helmut 
Kelleners/Harald Menzel. More conventional 
2002/1602 models were for Wilhelm Uribauer, 
Gunther Scherf, Lothar Wagner/Paul Verhel), 
Dieter Hegels/Karl Heinz Tibor and Manfred 
Verkhulen Peter Kuhlmann, 

‘Against this, Broadspeed and The Barbarians 
had for the first time a full 2-itre Escort RS 
for the Hansons, Peter and John. Team Zak 
speed had a 2-litre RS for Hans Heyer/Manfred 
Mohr, while Ernst Berg had an 1800 cc AVJ- 
powered RS for himself and Bert Dolk. There 
Was the Spanish-entered Broadspeed Escorts 
for Rafael Barrios/Emilio Zapico and a Cos- 
worth 1800-powered RS for Germans Karl 
Heinz Leibold/ Siegfried Muller. The only other 
2elitre car was the rather uncompetitive Opel 
Manta for Franz Heine/Gerrit de Vries 

‘Although the 1300 cc division no longer 
exists as far as the European Championship 
is concerned, NAV's decision to run such a 
section brought out an Alfa Romeo GTAj for 
Hartwig Bertrams/Huns Hessel, which guali: 
fied, A whole variety of Simeas, Dafs, Mini- 
Cooper Ss, Datsuns and Fiats also practised 
but. failed to reach the Im S625. 
Looking at the practice times, spectator Alec 
Poole regretted not having put one of those 
fast Datsun tiddlers on a trailer! 


PRACTICE 


Some idea of the measure of speed superiority 
enjoyed by the works BMWs was given in 
practice. There were three practice sessions, 
find In the second Stuck placed his car on 
pole with | m 35.2 s and Hezemans was along: 
Side half a second slower. They didn't even 
get to take part in the third, hour-long, 
Session after Hezemans went off in Saturday 
‘morning's second session. Apparently some 
thing in the front suspension broke, oF a tyre 
deflated, as had happened at Spa. Ach, so! Ze 
8 were withdrawn from the remainder of 
practice for a thorough overhaul, and to see 
id" Hezeman’s engine had 


That left the fleld clear for the works 
Capris, a situation taken to advantage by 
Mass who qualified bis own car third quickest 
In tm 35.9 8 and got the other team car 
round in a time better than either of its 
Scheduled drivers, But still Fitzpatrick (Lm 
37.0 5) and Larousse in the second car were 
fourth quickest overall, 

in the second session Pescarolo took his 
Schnitzer car round in 1 m 37.1 s using Fire- 
stones, ‘The team haggled for and got some 
Dunlops for the final session, but misfortune 
struck when the Frenchman’ had done only 
4 handful of laps and a drive-shaft broke. On 
race morning the car appeared and ran on 
Dunlops, apparently obtained from the team's 
headquarters in Germany overnight. 

Muir's sixth spot time of 1m 37.7 s dated 
back to Friday's first practice when the 3.3- 
Hitre was being used. Hunt, who finished third 
fat this track in the Grand Prix, was almost 
fas quick in a handful of laps and the team 
confidently. fitted their precious 3.5 engine. 
But that just wouldn't fun. properly, Muir 
doing a 1 m 35.8 s before it was decided to 
Fecinsert their well-used 3.3. That took up the 
remainder of the day, and the only time the 
car saw the track again before the race was 
‘when Yogi took a local television cameramé 
around in the passenger seat after practice was 

‘Akersloot put his Capri on the fifth row 
(1m 39.1), with the Swiss-entered Alpina 
of Brun/Cocher (1 m 40.0 s) alongside. Then 
ame the quickest of the 2-litre section, the 
Zakspeed Escort in 1 m 40.2 s. That. just 
piped the Hansons, whose Broadspeed 2- 
Titre was plagued with fuel surge problems. 
While mechanics worked on the car, re- 
routing fuel lines and fitting a bigger swirl 
pot, the team watched their previous best 2- 
Titre time (1m 40.9 5 by Peter) being usurped 
by Heyer, who was unknowingly given a tow 
by a works Capri. 

Next best were Autodelta, not with the 
Alfetta, but Dona with Im 41.4 s in the 
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old GTAm, More was expected of the Koep 
chen 16-valver, but that too missed the final 
practice. The car wasn’t being worked on dur- 
ing that time, but had apparently run its bear 
ings in practice. The team, however, looked 
unperturbed despite their I'm 41.8 time by 
Kelleners which put them 12th on the grid 
New bearings and crank were fitted overnight 

"The pretty little Alfetta went round and 
round, but still could not better 13th place, 
a 1 m 423 5 by Facetti. Since Sweden it ha 
Feceived bigger brakes and an improved 
Clutch. The chassis, reported Stommelen, was 
magnificent, but the 255 bhp wet sump engine 
was handicapped by oll surge problems on 
the (wists of Zandvoort. Like all Autodelta 
‘cars it had Firestones for the race. 

‘Of the other likely 2-litre contenders, Berg's 
Escort had gearbox trouble, and that was 
being feverishly worked on by the mechanics, 
Muller went off in the Toyota, which cur 
tailed their practice. "I bad a spin which 
lasted three minutes,” joked Herble afterwards. 
The 1600 cc engine, which gives around 177 
bhp on Solex carburetters, was changed be 
cause of the sand threat, but the team were 
Quietly confident over their progress. 

The only 1300 cc car which qualifled—and 
not even last—was the Conrero Alfa of Ger- 
mans Bertrams Hessel. So too did the silent 
Commodores, one of which (Tricot's) won 
Saturday's Group 1 race. Several teams, not- 

ly BMW, Keopchen, Toyota and the Han: 
sons, were keen on a Sunday morning unoff 
lal session to see if their overnight modifica 
tions and. repairs had worked. None was 
scheduled but it was eventually granted by the 
Organisers 


RACE 


By the time for the 2 pm start each pit had 
hurriedly erected overhead refuelling systems 
in theit pits following NaV's stipulation tha 
NASCAR churns were forbidden. The works 
BMWs looked impressive on the front row, and 
all confidently expected them to dominate the 
race. But they had one Jochen Mass to contend 


Stuck axain be 


we chased hard by Muss with Hezemans close behind 


with, He was instructed by Ford to set a car- 
breaking pace for the BMWs, which would be 
heavier on tyres and brakes. 

‘Stuck led on the opening lap from Mass and 


Hezemans. Pescarolo's silver car was fourth, 
followed by the Capri of Fitzpatrick, Mulrs 
CSL and Fritzinger’s Capri. That, indé 

to be the general pattern throughout. The 2- 
litre section was led in ninth place by the 
Zakspeed Escort, just behind the Spanish Capri 
Heyer and Mohr were starting a fi 

race, even though two of their chief opponents 
were in mechanical trouble before the race 
was a lap old, Kelleners’ 16-valver would not 
start on the grid, and went straight Into the 
pits where it lost around 3) laps having the 
Dattery changed. It was team-mate Menzel who 
‘eventually took the BMW out. Meanwhil 
Berg's Escort lasted two erractic Inps before 
succumbing to its practice gearbox problems. 
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The Fitzpatrick Larrousse Capri on the limit on its way to third place 


Even after five laps the leading trio were 
ping through the back markers, who gener: 
ally, thanks to the enforcement of the qualify 
Ing time, kept out of the way. Mass was 
doubling the width of his Capri and Hezemans 
for Stuck could do nothing to alter the situa 
tion. Pescarolo, Fitzpatrick and Muir kept a 
watching brief, but Fitzinger, having difficulty 
with second gear selection, was slipping back 
Heyer looked as though he would catch the 
Capri too, and his chances of victory in the 
Balltre section took a turn for the better when 
it was realised that the Hanson /Hanson 
Escort, then lying 10th overall and second in 
class, ‘had not had its fuel surge problems 
cured, Tt was not until lap 13 that Peter Han: 
son began a never-ending series of pit stops 
with the same old problem. " We had so many 
stops that I lost count,” reported Ralph Broad 
afterwards. 

‘The pace that Mass was setting was un 
believable—something, surely. had to happent 
Stuck and Hezemans had the German sand- 
‘wiched on the 10th lap—the time the Alfetta 
Fetired with a broken gearbox or crown-wheel 
and pinion—but it was obvious who was set- 
ting the pace. Pescarolo remained fourth, just 
ahead of Fitzpatrick's Capri, That was the one 
that was supposed to last but on lap 18 it 
made an unscheduled pit-stop, The car w 
misfiring and it took three and a half laps 
to trace the trouble—a broken plug electrode, 
Te was eventually remedied, and the Capri set 
off on Its pursuit of the leaders. 

‘When Facetti retired the Alfetta it had been 
lying 11th overall and third in class. Its more 
proven team-mates, the GTAms, were running 

consistently as they always do, the Dini 
ctr being harried by Miller's Toyota and 
followed by the Deen Alfa 

‘The. Mass, and Hezemans pace 
couldn't last— ‘After some 24 laps 
Hezemans' BMW slipped back to fourth. Pes. 


James Hunt in the second-placed Alpina BMW 


carolo moved up as the Dutchman's tyres 
began to blister They were still good for 
fourth place, however. Then om lap 28 it looked 
as if Ford's strategy had paid off. Trying to 
wrest the lead from Mass, Stuck went off at 
Tarzan, The car was undamaged. but he came 
into the pits for a check-over. That looked to 
be it, for Mass then had a huge lead over 
Pescarolo and Stuck, who had rejoined in 
third place. But {t was not to be. A mere two 
Japs later Mass was in the pite—a half-shaft 
had broken. Ford were puzzled, for one had 
also broken in practice and the failure had 
never occurred in Capris before. The hare wi 
ut, but he had morally seen off the works 
BMWs. 

Then, of course, there are the private BMW 
tuners! Pescarolo inherited the lead, followed 
by Hezemans, Muir and Stuck. That was the 

ter quarter distance (Ihr), with Frit 

the Alpina of Brun/Cocher sixth 
\ding 2-litre, the Zakspeed Escort. 
That had a lap in band over Dini's Alfa, which 
still had the Toyota up its chuff, But that 
too, wasn’t to last, for on lap 40 the Japanese 


ccar'slid into the pits with a blown head gasket 
‘Matters remained fairly established over the 
next half-hour, although Neve went off with 


his Gl Commodore at Hunzerug He visited 
the pits for a tyre change and check, man: 
aged with co-driver 
Tricot, the classified finisher. The 
leaders’ pit stops were generally accomplished 
‘with little drama, $0 that the position at half 
distance remained much as before 

Pescarolo led from the works cars of Stuck 
and Quester. Fourth man Hunt, who had taken 
over from Mult for the middle stint, was a 
couple of laps down on the leader but had 
‘one lap in hand over Akersloot and Fitzpat 
fick, the Englishman having climbed remark 
ably well through the field to occupy sixth 
place after that early stop. He was about to 


Hunt's first appearance in a BMW. 


hhand over to Larrousse, who did the remainder 
of the race. Cocher's CSL was seventh, and 
sull at the head of the 2litre division was 
the Heyer Mohr car. They had two laps on 
the Spaniards, Barrios/Zapico, and a further 
lap on the GTAms. The other Spanish pair- 
ing, Mesia/Ruiz-Gimenez, had slowly slipped 
down the field in their Capri, and finally out 
of it when on their 72nd lap they lost thelr 
15th place. Mesia went off on the back of 
the track, without personal damage but with 
the Capri too badly damaged to continue, 

‘But if Ert’s Schnitzer car led, it wasn’t for 
want of trying by Stuck. The works car was 
well and truly catching Ertl, and as the 87th 
lap came up was right on its tail, But at the 
same time the stops were due, and in the 
pits Pescarolo and Amon could be seen put- 
Hing on their crash helmets ready for the 
change. Stuck was in first. Everything seemed 
well and Amon got in. But the car was jacked 
up, helpers dived underneath, people flapped 
around, and still the car remained stationary. 
Meanwhile, Menzel had come and Pescarolo 
gone, so Schnitzer’s lead was safe for the 
time being once more, The problem with the 
works car was lack of gears. It was even: 
tually pushed away after Amon had done 
three more laps. 

That, then, gave the Schnitzer team a lap 
in hand over ‘Quester, two over the Mult/ 
Hunt CSL, three over Akersloot/Fritzinger 
land four over Larrousse’s Capri, The Brun/ 
Cocher car came next while in seventh was 
the Mohr Escort. While this was running fault 
lessly, their nearest challengers, the Spanish 
Broadspeed Escort, developed a clutch prob- 
Jem. The GTAms just kept going and goinj 
land the only other possible challenger’ wi 
Kelleners Menzel in the BMW. But. apart 
from its electrical problem, that had had a le 
rear tyre deflate, Tt was’ then running well 
‘enough, although five laps down on the class 
leader. The Koepchen crew were rewarded, 
however, with second in class, and a deficit 
of only four laps at the end 

At the three-quarters mark Pescarolo still 
ted, but had had his final scheduled stop. He 
hhad some 85s over Quester, who then came 
in to hand over to Hezemans on the 100th 
lap. The Dutchman re-joined just ahead of Pes: 
ccarolo, making in effect @ whole lap to catch 
4p in’ about an hour's racing. He set about 
it with a vengeance, pulling away at around 


rousse had got himself mixed up with that 
bunch 100, Having pulled up to fourth place, 
The Frenchman eventually unlapped himself 
chasing after third man Mutt. 

‘With around half-an hour to go Hezemans' 
deficit was around 70s, and all for 
fabulous finish, But then on the 121st lap 
Pescarolo's BMW limped into the pits for 
fresh front tyres. He re-joined in second place, 
but only nine laps later went off in a cloud 
of sand. It was a sad moment, for the French: 
‘man had driven magnificently. His tyres had 
been wearing unevenly due to a braking prob: 
Jem, and it is thought that Pescarolo’s exit was, 
‘caused by a brake failure. 

"That left Hezemans with a handsome margin 
over Muir, who nursed his old faithful motor 
home to a splendid second overall, finishing 
just behind Hezemans on the road. Great 
praise should be reserved too for Larrousse 
fand Fitzpatrick, who turned an early three and 
4 half lap deficit into third place only two laps 
behind the winners. Fritzinger having done 


the majority of the driving, took his Capri 
into fourth 


Mantas Mone era aoe RS) 8 
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INSIDE EVERY NEW GOODYEAR RACE TYRE 


IS AGOODYEAR CAR TYRE 
RACING TO GET OUT 


In areal laboratory, you can only test 
a tyreso far. It will still have to face 
jeseair and situations that you haven’t 

een able to predict. That's why a race 
which does provide unpredictable and 
intensive tests for any tyre, is an essential 
compliment to the laboratory. And that’s 
why Goodyear are so heavily committed 
to racing. 

It’s'on the race track that, ina way, we 
develop all our tyres, from racing tyres to 
saloon car tyres. As we improve our race 
tyres, so we find out new ideas for tyre 
constructions and tyre fabrics that can be 
used right across the board. 


The enormous advantages of Polyester, 
for example, were confirmed on the race 
track. Polyester is so flexible. When we 
combined it into our steel-belted radial 
construction, we found we had eliminated 
the typical harsh ride, while retaining 
maximum strength. And so the unique 
Goodyear G800 Supersteel was born. 

So the next time you read of a 
Goodyear racing victory, remember that 
it’s all ultimately about your car tyres. 
And if you need new tyres, pay a visit to 
yeur local Goodyear dealer and takea 

k at the full range of Goodyear 

~. 


GooD — 


TYRE 
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Special stage edited by lan Sadler 


BMW and Finnish Saab— | The championship leaders 
but not Lancia for RAC eae acute cial 


Seems to be a three-way struggle who is leading at the moment but 
ee it would seem to be Barbasio who 


We hear that BMW Motorsport being Tapio Rainio who was | at the moment. The lesding om 


will be coming with its two car really hiting good form on the | ‘,tpe moment. The leading con 2 possibility of 82. points 
Team for the RAC Rally The 1000 Lakes snd ts evidently very | ‘ender appear to be Sandro Munari has 71 and Rohel 
rivers will be Achim Warmbolgy much at home now in the Saab | Munari (Lancia Stratos and) but. some of these may have 
Se ea ee gnc armbold/ iter being Finnish Rally Cham- | Fulvia) Sergio Barbasio (Fiat 124 to be discounted and indeed. the 
Jean Todt and Bjorn Waldegsard/ Ojon ast Year in an Opel. Simo | Spyder) and Walter Rohrl (Opel Germans think that Rohr at pre 
X who wil be driving for Lampinen "it he's released by | Ascona). In the Czech Rally at sent leads as he has. the. most 
fon the Austrian Alpine early in Lancia, who are definitely not | the beginning of July. Robrl came outright wine. His next rally. it 
September. The cars will be coming, is very likely to drive a | out on top ahead of Munari's certain to be the Baltic Rally at 
1G “valve Schnitzer powered Sau though whether for Scan- | Fulvia with no Flats in sight the end. of August. while. both 
2002 ‘Tis’ and this will be the Auto or the Swedish works team | Then in the Bulgarian event Bar: Munarl and Barbasio will cut one 
first time that BMW have driven {e not yet known basio ‘won ahead of Lampinen's another's throats on the Sen 
here officially though Warmbold " Another Finn who was very | Lancia'when Munari was ‘unable Martino i Castrogza in Italy on 
did drive the RAC Rally in 1971 keen to come for the RAC Rally | to start at the last moment. And the same date. Then Muna plans 
with Ron Crellin, in a 2002 TI. was Markku Alen and though | now. two. weekends ago, Rohrl to do the Tour de France in Sep 
The Finnish Saab team of Scan- nothing is yet certain, there was | defeated. both of them. in. the tember with a Stratos and Lan 
‘Auto will be pursuing thelr policy talk’ of a. deal being set-up for | Danube Rally held in Romania, will probably run two cars there 
Of sending one driver over every him to drive a car other than @ | Lancia were a bit upset as the with the other “one driven. bY 
Year and-this year it looks like Volvo rally did mot really qualify with team-mate Jean-Claude “Andruet 
‘nly 90 kilometres of stages and Barbasio. and. Rohr! will meet. on 
BMW drivers, Warmbold and Waldegoard. | on the frst of these Munari had the Three “Cities Rally in. late 
. "puncture in the Stratos and lost September while Munari has 
PR» 3m changing it. He set fastest opted to do the Cyprus Rally on 
~~ time on the rest of the stages the same date where he stands 
= but was naturally unable to pull a good chance of an outright. win 
back se much in so little stage with the Fulvia, After that there 
Ialleage and fnished third behind are {our events left ko. we may 
Rohrt who won and Barbasio who ° ce an exciting end to this cham 


was second pi 


nship in 


Freighting Noa 2a Meenas 
problems RS 
Tony Fall wants to drive his and water. 


2402 in the Southern Cross Rally 
in Austealia at the beginning of 


Gerober “at ine moment se — Tight schedule 


doesn't know if he and Mike 
Wood are going but to be on the 


fate side, ‘he has already cis- for San Remo 


patched the ear by boat so that 


pe car—Andruet’s Ronde Cevenole car—fitted with a 
ar spoiler but without an air-box. 


Threw besos mint pane) Regalos are cut now, for : ae 
Theenly thing he doses't Koow San Remo. aly. Worl Rally 
Isha fappen te the"ear Chappe or nner ocve | Stratos homologation—Mid ’74 
Lyte eed become a . wt a be Se tor we a0 at — It now seems very unlikely that rallies next year, they will be 
sound'of its horn to be always competitors from the frst loop. | Lancia will make dny great effort  agtin. using the, Fulvia which 
about sending cars to rallies con- Km. The second loop, however Rally bet they do hope to have rally rules on the Monte Carlo 
cerning the Escort which Hannu leaving San Remo on the evening | enough produced by the middle of and the Swedish which should 
Mikkola and Jim Porter drove on of October 12, contains longer next year, This means that if give their front wheel drive 
the Heatway Rally in New Zea- mages WW itn 36.50 ke Deb they are going to drive major Fulvias quite an advantage. 
land. Tt was Mikkola's ex-Safari  Gouta stage being run twice. In 

rebuilt in Nairobi and driven all, the second loop contains 12 

ebuk n siobl aod driven SO S* eatiog wee 200” ke 

paren hte Son ts Desde, Surry. Als roan cm 

rit hadnt a0 Ford tsexed @ Mike Fisher and Dave Bards. | ESE Awards correction pions terval yh 
they wots Tee reer’ then Fhey'pustistanene S°ETROA | information, which war mid, Set event plement, the. compet 
itheas. Stivn beck to Notes, BAG Raed SorekihO bon El Wee. se al omen aloe 
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Special stage 


The Gremlin 


Round eight of the Castrol/MN 
road. rally championship takes 
place this coming weekend with 
the Brecon Motor Club's Gremlin 
Rally, Starts at Gibbs Bros, 
‘Tredegar (154/143099) at 22.00 be known until the end of August 
hrs. A spectator programme will It was hoped to have this infor: 
be on sale at the start. Over mation ready last month. Regula 
maps 140 and 141, the fuel halt tions are timed to. appear just 
will be at Checkpoint Garage, prior to the Motor Show in Octo- 
Lampeter, and the finish venue ber. Twenty-two enquiries have 
ig the Abernant’ Lake Hotel, been received so far from Ger- 
Lianwetydd Wells. Top entries: many—which sounds suspiciously 
Bob Jeffs/David Taylor; 2, like two football teams! 
Harold Morley/Peter Bryant; 3, — @ Success for Vauxhall products 
Nigel. Rockey/Paul White: 4, {n South Africa, Chevrolet dealer 
Russell Brookes/John Brown: 5, team driver, Jan Hettema, with 
Rod Cooper/lan Cooper; 6, George Leon Joubert, has won the Duck. 
Hill/Keith Wood; 7, Dave Rod- ams Championship. Rally, pre: 
crick/Mike Woodward; 8, Frank viously known as the Mocnllght 


WCR route hitch 


‘The organisers of the UDT World 
Cup Rally are finding the prob- 
lems of route planning more com- 
plex than imagined and conse: 
Quently the route details will not 


Plerson/Colin Francis; 9, Ted Rally of 1000 kms length. Their 
Cowell/Julian Chitty: 10, Alan VB engined Firenza was ahead of 
Conley/Martin Holmes; 11. Kevin team-mates Louls Cloete and Mike 


Videan/Peter Valentine; 12, Mal 
calm Patrick/Nell Wilson; 13, 
Colin Malkin/Derek Tucker; 14 
John Bloxham/Richard Harper; 
15, Bob Bean/Alan Greenwood. 


Hooper who finished second with 
a four door Viva. 

@ In his first outing with his 
new. power boat, Unifio, Roger 
Clark finished only three minutes 
behind the winner In the Needles 
race off the south coast last 
weekend 


John Davenport 
with Adrian Boyd 
for Manx Trophy 


For the Manx Trophy Rally 
Adrian Boyd, Lombard and 
Ulster Escort RS, will be par 
nered by John Davenport. Their 
RS will be using a Z-litre David 
Wood steel engine with fuel in- 
jection, 


Bob Jeff+—last year's winner. 


New and necessary—a professionally produced navigators map board 
from FordSport at BOp for club members—90p everyone else. Made from 
stiff but crushable paper board the surfaces wipe clean and both 
Sides provide at-an-instant information—map nos, mileage, weights 
‘and measures, conversions etc. The " Compboard’” has been designed 
Jointly by Tony Mason and Jim Porter. 
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Datsun —reduced budget ? 


It is rumoured that Nissan Dat 
sun, Japan, are reconsidering their 
competition involvements in 
international rallying. It has been 
heard that the factory might Datsun headquarters. 
cease to build and prepare cars. © Bath Motor Club have secured 
Currently the Datsun entries in a premiere showing of the ITV 
the Monte Carlo, East African and screened 1000 Lakes film, shown 


cars would continue to be entered 
in all major rallies with some 
sort of arrangement between the 
factory and the various overseas 


RAC rallies are with Japanese last Saturday afternoon, The 
prepared cars. If the factory do venue is Rotork Controls. Ltd, 
Gecide to stop direct preparation Lower Weston, Bath, Time : 8 pm, 
involvement, itis likely that their Tuesday, August 21 


Marlboro to sponsor 
Arctic Circle Rally 


Good news for the Tunturiralli, entries, especially from Britain, 
the Finnish winter Lapland event, the Tunturiralli deserves much 
which will be sponsored by Marl greater recognition for it isnot 
boro next year thus ensuring that an expensive event and it Is rel 
this unique rally will continue its tively non-damaging. Perhaps the 
evolvement. Mariboro's assistance temperature and darkness. Is. 
is of no set cash amount, instead daunting to prospective British 
Phillip Morris will cover as neces- entries but, In reality, everything 
sary 'so the organisers can plan works in these temperatures and 
freely to produce the best possible the last thing to worry about Is 
rally. Preliminary advance regu- the cold, 
lations are available now andthe For information and advance 
event has been brought forward regs write to: Matti Lamminen, 
from its mid-February date to the  Pobjolan Auto Oy, Vapaudentie 5, 
end of January. This time no 96100 Rovaniemi’ 10. ‘There will 
practicing willbe allowed be generous assistance for British 
the finish Is scheduled for entries 
day 2nd, in place of the usual 
Sunday finish. 

This Arctic Circle Rally will be 
a counter for the European special East African 
Drivers’ Championship, Start will Airways ight to the Safari, A 
be on Thursday, January 31, with bond. was formed between 


© Another link between the East 
‘an Safari and the Tunturi- 


@ rest halt on February 1.’ The Nairobi and Rovaniemi when gifts 
no-practicing ruling should be were exchanged between May- 
tractive to overseas entries. ores Margaret Kenyatta of 


Although the frozen lake stages 
have always been blind in the 
Past, the greater proportion of 
Stages—over closed (nearly) rural collecting rally "spectators. from 
roads—have usually been drive- Helsinki before visiting Copen- 
fable up to two weeks prior to the agen and London en-route, 
event, depending very much on Radio Luxembourg and Radio 
the Weather and snow ploughing Monte Carlo will be promoting. 
schedule. As an event for private the pilgrimage, 


Nairobi and) Mayor Tuure Salo 
of the Finnish rally town. The 
special “ Safari plane will start 


See how easy—the uncluttered snowy roads of Finland, even persuaded 
the Special Stage representative to try driving sideways. 


7 


ae TES 
Mike Wilds leads lan Taylor during their struggle for F3 supremacy 


CROFT 


Wilds keeps out Taylor 


By CHRIS MASON Pictures by HADYN SPEDDING 


‘The often unlucky Mike Wilds (Dempster Developments March-Holbay 733) won Sundi 
Forward Trust F3 round at Croft and set a new Formula 3 lap record during a long struggle 
with Championship leader lan Taylor Baty March-Holbay 733). Although the F3s were much 
meeting was very successful with 
centre) ‘doing extraordinarily well to cram practice and eight races 
between noon and 6.20 p.m. The Camaros 
saloon race, Richard Lloyd leading Stuart Gi 
records were broken Doug Niven (Celtic Homes/Perda 
special saloon figures as he won the Wendy Wools Special Saloon qualifier with ease ; but 
it was Johnnie Blades who won the BMW (GB) Man of the Meeting Award. 

Sunny weather and a large crowd greeted centrol Hawke DLIO) lost the place by going 
the competitors for the first Formula Ford off into the ditch. Thus Mick Starkey (Mer 
heat. Graham Cuthbert put his new Van lyn Mk 20A) snatched third from Bicht’s team 
Diemen-Scholar AF73 on pole but he got 
away very slowly and retired a very sick car 
after a lap. It was Ted Payne with the 
‘Ansa Motors March 728 who seized the lead 
land for over two laps he held off the redaubt 
able Peter Harrington, who had started from 
the second row with the newly rebuilt Cougar, 
and Ted Wentz (Catnic Elden PH1OB). Har- 
ington had to work very hard to keep Wentz 
‘at bay but in the closing stages the Elden 
began to misfire badly and Wentz was re- 
passed by Payne who had driven one of his 
best races. Another good performance came 
from Alo Lawler (L&B Excavations Royale 
RP16) who rose to fourth at the end ahead 
of Keith Wilson's Jamun T2. 

‘The second heat was faster if slightly less 
close with Pete Clark (Wigle Crosslé 25F) 
shaking off the early attentions of Roger Man- 
ning with the Air Call Elden who led briefly — 
fon the first lap. There was a fine tear-up for 
third place, however, which was settled at the 
Chicane on the last lap when John Bicht (Tri 
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Fletcher's Elan leads Absalom's Ginetta in the Mod sports race. 


‘mate John Murray, John Kent's Royale RPIG 
and Phil Barak who was enjoying his first 
race with a new Sabre engine in the Peters 
Stores Special. 

Unfortunately practice for the Britax Pro: 
duction Saloon event was probably more excit- 
ing than the race, particularly before Roger 
Bell stuffed Donald MacLeod’s usual Aramis 
BMW 3.0SI_ quite comprehensively at the 
Chicane to complete a very expensive week- 
fend for BMW. Derrick Brunt was another 
practice casualty with the Marshall-Wingfield 
Firenza, the car coming in laying an enor- 
mous smokescreen 

‘The race itself was dominated by the two 
Camaros with Richard Lloyd turning the 
tables from Oulton and always having the 
upper hand in the red AJ Rivers/Simoniz car 
fon Stuart Graham, who had never raced at 
Croft before, and finished 5s in arrears in the 
immaculate Team Castol version, Although 
the race was unexciting in that way, the big 
Z28s looked and sounded splendid’ (SMMT 
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please note 1) 


‘The Capri string filed in next with Gordon 
‘Spice (Wisharts Garage) taking up his atcus- 
tomed place in front of John Brindley and 
‘Tony Shaw (FADS Homecare Centres). Ber- 
nard Unett and the remarkable Chrysler 
Dealer Team Hunter GLS led John Hine in 
the second Wisharts Capri all the way, and 
then the latter lost another minute for miss- 
ing out the chicane on one lap. With no 
Firenzas in the race the Hunters had a field 
day, John Harris taking second in class with 
the ‘other Chrysler Dealer Team car ahead of 
Nigel Stovin-Bradford (ShellSport), whose car 
sported a large dent in one front wing just 
where" Stovin” is printed in large letters ! 
Ivan Dutton's Unitam Escort Sport was also 
in its accustomed position throughout but 
fon this occasion had to share the new class 
Jap record with Tony Charmelt's rapid Simca 

ye 1. Another record to fall in this race 
fan that of the C800 class where local ‘nce 
Eric Horsfleld hurried on in the Satra Motors/ 
Leloester Posthouse Moskvich despite being 
the only starter in this category 


Both the mod sports cars, competing for 
Northern Sports Cars (Scorton) points, and 
the MG T-Types acquitted themselves well 
Dut the over-large speed differential rather 
spoilt things. The fastest T-Types, it is true, 
were quicker than the mod sports’ tailenders, 
but the slower MGs were very out of place 
‘sharing the track with Messrs, Absalom and 
Fletcher, The latter pair put on a terrific 
battle, chopping and changing as they sought 
‘8 way round the backmarkers, With two laps 
to go. John Fletcher's Elan seemed to have 
‘opened up a decisive gap over John Absalom’ 

Ginetta G4 but at the end it was the blue 
Bob Jarvis 


(Clan Crusader), 
Guy Beddington finished sixth in the VI2 
Jaguar E, just ahead of Jim Adamson's Steve 
Leech Plant Hire Ginetta G4. The T-Types 
also fought hard amongst themselves, and it 
‘was Dave Clewley who came out on top ahead 
of Gerry Brown after Nick Taylor's TB quit 
the fray on lap three, 


After Richard Robarts had put the Myson 
March 735 over the bank at Oxo in practice 

the 
Forward Trust ra Mo 
Harness had the Modus car on pole after 
1m 07.8 s which compares with the two- 
year-old F3 record of 1'm 10.6 s Just 06 s 
Hower were Tony Brise (Kent Messenger) 
and Mike Wilds (Dempster Developments) 
‘Then there was a one-second gap to lan 
Taylor (Baty Group) and a further second to 
Derek Lawrence with the Ehrlich. Last of the 
really competitive runners was Tony Rouft's 
GRD 373 while the feld was completed by 


Richard Lloyd had the edge over Stuart Graham on Sunday in their Camaro battle, 


Malcolm Bohm's Lotus 69 and Geoff Lam. 
bert's Brabham BT38. 

‘At the start Ian Taylor made a superb 
start from the second row and snatched the 
lead from Wilds, Brise, Hi Rout and 
Lawrence. Brise and 
‘couple of times but It was not until lap four 
that the four Marches pulled out a slight lead 
over the other two fast men. Wilds was 
challenging very hard indeed and there was 
‘@ somewhat crowded moment going into 
‘Tower on lap five, but It was om lap six that 
the red Dempster car found a way past the 
white Baty version. At the finish of the 15 
laps, Wilds won by a second from Taylor. Brise 

‘on lap nine and just 


timekeepers could not separate them. Derek 
Lawrence drove the Ehrlich very well indeed 
and fought a race-long battle with Rouff, the 
Tatter taking fifth by a second too. A flercely 
disputed race with, unusually for the F3s, 00 
‘untoward incidents at all 

‘The way he blasted the Boss Escort away 
from the start, it looked as though Doug 
Niven was going record-breaking in_ the 
Wendy Wools event. As he left even Derek 
Huntley's Escort FVC far behind he did just 
that, knocking 1.2 s off Mick Hill's previous 
record. Eric Smith held a class-leading third 
in the Gordon Allen-engined Mini, but 1 
he retired with overheating and ‘the pli 
and the class fell to Nick Watties's Longman 
Mini. Next man up was the third class winner, 
David Wragg. who had made up several 
places with his Mini-SCA, and who came in 


h toreies ie Lt a 
$ Tie Moskvicn #2 
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Meriter ik tea oreeen 


ahead of David Holmes (Anglia-Jaguar) and 
Lionel Dickson (1.0 Arden Mini-Cooper 8), 
The final of the Wella for Men/Tate 
Formula Ford event promised well 
generally lived up to expectations. Pete Cl 
made another of his real flyers and got away 
ahead of Peter Harrington who had found a 
way past the Crossié by the end of the first 
Jap. ‘Alas, Harrington's Wella misfortunes 
continued’ and he overcooked it slightly at 
the chicane next time round and the Cougar 
‘was out with a bent front corner. Now Clark, 
who was really showing the smooth form 
which has impressed many people in the North, 
was left to hold off the determined Wentz 
For six laps it looked as though Clark 
might hold off the Catnic Elden, but then on 
lap seven Wentz was ahead and the Crosslé 
slowed and retired with an ominously smok- 
ing engine. Wentz was in the clear now, but 


in the last few laps the Elden began to 
misfire badly again and on the final lap Ted 
Payne drew a tittle closer. However, Wente 
hung on and he now has a clear lead over 

Championship 


Harrington” in the Wella 
although Hi 

from Clark 
ahead of Mick Starkey's Merlyn. The next 
gaggle home was headed in by Keith Wilson's 
Jamun from Nigel Haywood's Merlyn Mk 20/ 
Peter White's Palliser WDF2, John Murray's 
Tricentrol Hawke and Denny Shattuck’s 
Catnic Elden—all of them very close, 

‘The VW(GB) Silver Cup Supervee event 
had to be amalgamated with the Clubman's 
and libre contenders through lack of entri 
which was a shame in a way 
that John Morrison's very fast 
class-winning Super Nova FSV was rather 
overlooked, even though he shattered the 
existing FSV record, The race as a whole was 
headed by Kim Mather who continued to 
Impress by the calm way he handled the 
‘ex-Oliver BRM PIS3B on his way to another 
win. Admittedly Mather’s task was made 
rather easier by his principal opposition— 


Johnnie Blades's Lotus 69 and Jim Moore 

(FADS Homecare Centres McLaren MOB) 

starting from the back of the grid after 

practice problems, Blades departing on the 

10 s mark after suffering a seized metering 

unit. Both Moore (until he retired on lap 6) 
1 


jes came barrelling through the feld 
Blades, who shared the fastest lap with 
Mather, reached second place by Iap 9. 
Morrison finished third ahead of Barry Joell 
who thus collected another pot in the suc 
cessful Toll Bar U2 Mk 11B. Of those who 
were lapped by Mather, Joe Applegarth 
finished fifth in his bitea Brabham  BT23C 
(made out of parts from the old Graham 
Birrell and Al Walker*cars) ahead of a group 
of SuperVees. These were led by Mark 
Litchfield (Crosslé24F) from the Royale 
RPIds of Steve Tipping and Peter Munro, 
and Derek Cook's Hawke, 


By LOUIS STANLEY 


It seems that we will never learn. Every 
year brings a toll of fatalities, a grim reminder 
that motor racing Is potentially lethal, a fact 
that used to be accepted with seemingly 
stoical indifference. Recently a change of 
heart began to take place. The mood became 
safety-orientated. This new outlook did not 
iem from the controlling bodies who tend 10 
jeliberate but not act, It was only when the 
GPDA campaigned for improved safety stan 
dards that things began to happen. For seven 
years I worked closely with Joakim Bonnier 
‘on this Issue. Inevitably If you run counter to 
fofficialdom, controversy ‘follows. Bonnier, 
‘Stewart and Hulme had their share of crit 
paper in particular being scurrilo 
tance to progress. In spite of thes 
critics, the sport has gradually been revolu- 
Uonlsed, Some of the old character has been 
lost. No one can warm to circuits like Paul 
Ricard after it has been made clinically safe. 
But the term is relative. No track can really 
bbe safe. Any man who crashes at 160 mph 
knows that the odds are stacked against him. 
‘A few years ago he would have died, Today it 
is remarkable’ how drivers can escape un- 
‘after a high-speed shunt. Whilst this 
Ly programme has been progressing, albeit 
reluctantly, in different parts of the world, the 
‘area of fire-fighting techniques has lagged 
behind, The fluctuating levels of efficiency are 
of immedfate concern. 


It Is pointless to speculate how many lives 
might have been saved had discipline and 
equipment been of higher standard. 1 will say 
that the death-roll of men who have lost their 
lives in burning cars would have been signi- 
ficantly reduced had those responsible for 
fire-fighting been alert to the need for improve- 
ments, Think of the needless deaths of two 
men, deaths that should be on the conscience, 
not ‘only of those immediately involved, but 
the organising clubs and the CSI. The first 
was the tragedy of Jo Siffert at Brands Hatch, 
entirely due to the shameful mishandling of 
the accident. I am not apportioning degrees 
of blame. The coroner did that for me. Public 
Feaction was immediate. Reading about a 
driver being burnt to death is acceptable. Tt 
is not visual. But when national newspapers 
‘splash photographs across front pages high- 
lighting the moment of death, the happening 
‘offends every normal susceptibility 


‘Something had to be done. The ironical part 
was that the solution was obvious, yet nobody 
bothered to tackle the problem in scientific 
fashion, ‘The CSI was content with its rul- 
ings; each circuit had its own fire-fighting 
units and methods, The sum-total was 
Inadequate. With that in mind T brought into 
being the Jo Siffert Advisory Council, a body 
of professional men drawn from Civil A\ 
tion, the Home Office, Ministry of Defence, 
Fire Service chiefs, with scientific and manu- 
facturing experts in support. Never before 
had such a reservoir of experience, specialised 
skills and qualifications been focused on this 
problem 
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‘The exercise was how to extinguish a 50- 
gallon fuel fire in a car, fast enough to save 
{the life of the. driver. Without exception 
every member of the Council regarded the 
task as a simple exercise. Thirty seconds was 
acceptable given the most effective extin- 
Buishant, the most efficient equipment and the 
Strategic deployment of properly trained fire- 
men. A blue print was drawn up that could 
apply to every circuit. The most important 
‘aspect of the Council's study came from prac- 
tical tests that established parameters and 
tackled the effects and secondary risks of by 
relgnition of the running fuel fire from tyres 
and wheels. For the driver to survive it was 
established that the first. phase of the fire 
Suppression operation had to be initiated 
within 15 seconds and that the cockpit area 
Of the car had to be isolated from fire within 
a further 15. seconds. Having established a 
fire standard and the objective fire suppres 

sion time, targets which since have been 
Improved, it was a relatively straightforward 
task to establish the best extinguishant and 
the design parameters of the equipment. It 
was here that the Council found the greatest 
Tom for advancement. Commercial fire fight 
ing equipment in modern use, such as is found 
fon many clrcults, 1s totally’ inadequate in a 
racing car crash. Commercial equipment is 
produced to meet commercial risks and 
Although adequate for this purpose, the crash 
fire case is an entirely different circumstance 
‘The use of standard equipment for this pur 
[pose appears as unlikely 10 succeed as enter 
Ing a standard motor car in a Formula 1 race. 
Grand Prix cars are designed to do a job, the 
council felt the same way about fire fighting 
‘equipment. 


In short, the standards at present applicable 
In motor-racing are totally unacceptable. They 
are far too low. The levels that apply to Civil 
‘Aviation must be adopted, Hike the high levels 
forced on operators by the Air Registration 
Board and the Federal Aviation Agency of 
‘America. After several months of intensive 
tests and the expenditure of considerable 
sums of money, the Council's findings were 
formally submitted to the CSI for examina- 
tion and evaluation. Jo Siffert’s death was 

tragedy that should have been avoided ; his 
‘only injuries could have been a broken ankle 
‘We felt that the lesson had been learnt and 
further, fatalities might be avoided. Such 
hhopes did not take into account the strength 
fof national prejudices, vested. interests and 
the inability of the CSi to see that they were 
condoning & standard of Sre‘fighting that was 
4 threat to the lives of spectators and drivers. 


‘That was seen in the case of Roger Wil 
Hamson. Here was a driver ‘who perished 
because, as at Brands Hatch, the system 
failed. For the Dutch organisers it was a 
bitter blow, When Piers Courage died in a 
blazing car, they came under censure. Zand: 
voor seemed to have staged its last race. 
Then somehow over £500,000 was raised and 
spent on making the circuit safer. The Dutch 
id. all that was asked of them and if the 
kerbs are wrong or the armco barriers in places 
fare suspect, that was not their fault. The 
track was examined and vetted by the CSI and 
GPDA. But certain vital sectors were still sub: 
standard. These included fire-fighting equip- 
ment, fire-marshal training and. deployment, 
fand an overall directive of the race which laid 
down that in the event of an accident, the 
tireuit car should proceed to the crash-point 
‘with an official and. doctor. The incident could 
then be assessed. If the fire warranted such 
faction, the fre truck would be called. The 
fact that in the meantime the driver would 
die appears to be of academic importance 
‘One further point, I can never forgive the 
Dutch officials for their insensitivity. After 
the Courage crash, 1 went to the scene when 
the race had ended with the Chief of Police. 
‘There was no sign of the car. Only a mound 
of sand from which came thin plumes of 
‘smoke. Both car and driver had been buried 


whilst the race went on. 1 was present when 
Piers was dug out. Again in the case of the 
Williamson crash. The race went through to 
the end whilst Roger was left in the car. 
Such acts of callousness are a disgrace. 


Television coverage of Williamson's death 
and Purley's courageous attempt to extinguish 
the fire without any support from marshals 
roused public opinion to angry resentment. 
Observations I made on radio and television 
had a wide and immediate reaction, It would 
bbe no exaggeration to say that a repetition 
of such a tragedy would threaten the con: 
tinuance of motor racing, not only in. this 
‘country but in Italy, Germany and Sweden 
‘And on the evidence’ of the current situation 
the ban would be justified 


It was a matter of immediate concern to 
the GPDA. The sequence of events that fol 
lowed can be summarised. Denny Hulme, 
President of the GPDA, invited me to act 
Director of Circuit Safety, empowered to 
that the recommendations of the Siffert 
Advisory Council In relation to fire-Aighting, 
‘equipment, extinguishants, protective clothing 
land deployment of fire-fighters be carried out 
These to be mandatory on all circuits, This, 
means that identical standards, far higher 
than exist at present, will apply to every 
clreult and take effect from 1974, For the 
Femaining world championship ‘races in 
‘Austria, Italy, Canada and America, every: 
thing will be done to ensure that the stan: 
‘dards are high as possible in. the time avail- 
able. Prince Metternich, President of the CSI, 
Confirmed that the recommendations of the 
Siffert Council, as the most representative, 
authoritative body on this subject, would be 
accepted. 


| would emphasise that these recommend: 
ons are non-commercial, Those who assess 
fare impartial professionals who have spent 
their lives evaluating what is available and 
fare aware of every modern development in 

T mention this because it 
certain circuits have given 
monopoly to a specific manufacturer as 
regards fire fighting equipment and extin- 
gulshants. That is both undesirable and un 
fcthical, Tam not commenting on the quality of 
these products, That is for the experts to 
decide. But it is quite wrong to allow such a 
‘monopoly. 


‘These decisions mark a significant break: 
through, It means that any car bursting into 
flames will have the blaze extinguished within 
30 seconds. Williamson's fire would have been 
‘out within 10 seconds, In other words, death 
by fire alone can be reduced to one per cent 
And we now have the means and the 

to do the job, There will be critics, but such 
opposition is unimportant; it certainly will 
‘not make us deviate from a course of action 
that is right. Our brief is to remove from 
circuits the terror of death by burning ; any: 
fone who has seen it at close range would 
never hesitate. 


It is the declared intention of the drivers 
to boycott any race where the organisers 
have refused to implement these recommen: 
dations, No one likes (o use such threats, 
Dut this time it is justified, Public opinion 
ie solidly behind this determination to solve 
the problem. 


‘A postscript to emphasise the urgency of 
the situation... . at Salzburg last week Niki 
Lauda arranged for the fire marshals to demon: 
strate the effectiveness of their equipment. 
A car was set on fire, the extinguishants had 
it ‘under control fortwo seconds; It then 
flared up and was out of control. Had a driver 
been in the car, he would have died. That 
standard is accepted Yor race circuits, It is, 
‘one that would be rejected by the Council. 
‘One marshal with a twin back-pack could have 
extinguished the blaze in four seconds. There 
is no need to say more 
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GO SWIFT GO SAFE GO GAAB 


‘BOUGHT A SAAB BECAUSE 
THERE ARE TOO MANY 
DAMN FOOLS ON THE ROAD’ 


If you want to be safe on 
the road, not sorry, you can't 
be better off than in a Saab. 

All those hard 
rallies won by Saabs 
have seen to that. 

Fast getaways from 
trouble come with 
aerodynamic styling 
and the short-stroke 
V4 engine. Front- 
wheel drive, rigid rear 
axle and low unsprung 
weight make for tight 
cornering and road- 
holding. 

Now, stopping power. 

Saab has it twice over with a dual 
braking system, powerful self- 
adjusting discs on front and 
drums on rear to avoid locking. 

It's no biscuit tin. The steel 
body is unit built, with integral 
steel sections on windscreen and 
door pillars, and sill beams of 
heavy gauge steel sheet. 

It has a telescopic steering 
column, burst-proof door locks, 
built-in anti-roll bar, and petrol 
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SAAB SG 
£1,302 


tank in the safest possible place, 
between the rear wheels. 

Plus a special Saab accessory 
for safety on dirty and 
greasy roads: a head— 
lamp washer/wiper. 

The Saab 96 was 
tested not long ago for 
roadworthiness and 
collision safety against 
10 well-known 
competitive makes. 

It came second, but 
only to its bigger 
brother, the Saab 99. 

So it's true to say 
you're safest with a Saab. 

If it comes to the crunch. 


To: Saab (Gt. Britain) Ltd. 
Wellcroft Road, Slough, Bucks. 


Please send me your free colour 
booklet on the Saab 96. 


Mir /M ns a a ee 
Address____ 


Go swift. Go safe. Go Saab. 
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DISTRIBUTOR-DEALERS 


IN 


WEST MIDLANDS 


SUPERB SAAB SALES AND SERVICE 
AT THE FOLLOWING DEALERS 


STAFFORDSHIRE 


wesTaURY 


SHROPSHIRE 


WARWICKSHIRE 


AREA DISTRIBUTORS 
PHILIP MIST (AUTOMOBILES) LIMITED 


138 SOHO HILL, HANDSWORTH, BIRMINGHAM 
Phone : 021-554 2219 


SHREWSBURY WOLVERHAMPTON 
JOHN DICKINS GARAGE A. N. BLOXHAM LTD 
ELLESMERE ROAD WARSTONES SERVICE STATION 
PRESTON GUBBALOS WARSTONES ROAD 
Near SHREWSBURY PENN 
To: Bomere Heath 351 WOLVERHAMPTON 
Tol: Wolverhampton 37488 
STRATFORD UPON-AVON. ACOCKS GREEN NUNEATON 
CHEVRON MOTORS (MALVERN) MERE SERVICE STATION, WHITESTONE GARAGE 
THE spoT GARAGE. WARWICK ROAD. LUTTERWORTHY ROAD 
GREENHILL STREET. fer NUNEATON 
STRATFORD-UPON-AVON ra oat Soe Tek: Nuneaton 2083 
(trom 1st September. 1973) (from 1st October, 1973) 
ERDINGTON LEAMINGTON SPA 
WESTBURY EACHLEHUST GARAGE UME GARAGES (Leamington) LTD 
WESTBURY GARAGE (Salop) EACHLEHURST ROAD UME AVENUE 
THE BURWYNS EROINGTON ULLINGTON 
WESTBURY BIRMINGHAM 26 LEAMINGTON SPA 
‘Tok: Halfway House 457 To: 021-351 1027 


Tel: Leamington Spa 23221 


SAAB distributors 


for South Wales 


VELINDRE 
SERVICE STATION 


LLANGYFELACH, 
SWANSEA, GLAMORGAN 


Please phone: 0792 71960 


- oa <u 


— 


Demonstration 
cars available 
on all models. 


THE CAR FOR THE 
DISCERNING MOTORIST 
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_See Saab i in the West a 


g life. Economical to run and maintain. 


Go Swift Go Safe -Go Saab 


onoon SSAAAAIES survey 
: 
HOME PARK GARAGE 


UXBRIDGE ROAD, KINGSTON 


THE HOME OF SGAMANES SALES & SERVICE 


Tol: 01-546 9516 


Area Agents for 


SAAB 
TRYNIX MOTOR COMPANY 


58 VICTORIA ROAD 
SWINDON 
Tel: Swindon 23233 


NEW AND USED 
ALWAYS IN STOCK 


Distributors in Northern Ireland 


CRAWFORD HARKNESS MOTORS 
LARNE ROAD, 
BALLYMENA, COUNTY ANTRIM. 


Tel: Ballymena 6116 
FULL RANGE OF DEMONSTRATORS AVAILABLE 


JOHN WILKINS (MOTOR ENGINEERS LTD.) 


TOWNSEND STREET, CHELTENHAM, 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE 


von =—§- GAB 
IN GLOUCESTERSHIRE 


Many new and used cars in stock. 
Immediate delivery. 
Demonstration car available, 


Telephone ‘Cheltenham 24348, 


DEALER 


for SAAB 
in the South 


TRY THE SOUTHERN DISTRIBUTORS 
BE kt Mate Lad =~ FE 


HEDGE END 
SOUTHAMPTON SO3 2FN 


FOR SAAB in BEDFORD 


Contact : 
O’DELL’S GARAGE LTD, 
34 Preston Road, Bedford 


fe ~ PEW 


Tel: BEDFORD 56642 


_——— ae 
BLACK & WHITE GARAGE 


COLD ASH, NR. NEWBURY, BERKSHIRE 
Distributor for the 
SAAB 
range in Berkshire 


Demonstration car available, distance no object 


TEL: HERMITAGE 444 
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Rally record 


“He put the car 2 
little further sideways 


to miss it head 


1s that the first time that you have turned 
over in a car?” enquired the serious looking 
Journalist. Resisting the Impulse to titter ner: 
vously like a postaltar. virgin, 1 looked 
thoughtful and told him that T had in fact 
been rolled by Simo Lampinen once before in 
8 Saab, How long ago? Oh, "64 RAC ¢o which 
the gentleman looked a bit unbelieving as 
hhe somehow thought that neither Saabs nor 
Lampinen nor me existed so far in the past 
To tell the truth, this particular accident 
which happened on stage nineteen of this 
year’s 1000 Lakes did have me a bit worried 
though only in its énitial stages, not once it 
had started to happen, In order to explain 
that, let me try to tell you what caused it. On 
Mage two of the rally, our freewheel device 
started to give trouble and slip. This is a Saab 
Speciality which {s only fitted now to the 96 
And 95 models though some of the original 9 
cars did have it, It is only some two inches 
in’ diameter and about three quarters of an 
Inch thick but It provides a positive drive be- 
tween engine and gearbox through a paw! and 


Fatchet. device which enables the engine 
evolutions to die away when you lift off. In 
‘other words the engine can drive the car but 
the car can't drive the engine, 

Consequently, gearchanging in both upward 


and downward directions con be made without 


recourse to the cluteh, Changing down just 
means the slightest backing off on the throttle 
{to stop the engine driving the car and then the 
Tower gear can be selected while upward chan- 


ges take a bit longer because the engine 
evolutions have to sink below what they will 
be for direct drive when you engage the 
higher gecr. For the rallyman, this is a real 
boon as it means that he can keep his left foot 
fon the brake where it is used to balance and 
Steer the car against the power of the engine, 
overned by the right foot, and any gear chan: 
Bes which are necessary can be made without 
Moving feet be'ween pedals, On arriving with 
a Saab at a 60 degree right-hand corner, 
the driver brakes with his left foot to slow the 
ear while at the same time almost completely 
lifting his right foot from the accelerator. AS 
the speed dies a bit he must start to turn for 
the corner and as he does so he puts his right 
foot. down on the accelerator so that the 
engine is pulling and thus the front wheels 
fire steering rather than under-steering. ‘The 
left foot remains on the brake and any 
tendency of the car to under-steer with the 
power is corrected by heavier pressure with 
the left foot, The brightest amongst you will 
hhave realised that with all this braking, slow 
ing down and cornering, the ear is probably 
tnot too happy pulling top gear and indeed is 
possibly off the cam by now, The driver mer 
fly has to lift fractionally and push the gear 
fever into the right position and he has the 
power back at the front wheels again. The 
Teftsfoot never leaves the brake entirely and 
Is used to balance the car against the fluctua 
ting steering and engine power forces at the 
front wheels by varying the slip angle of the 
rear wheels. 

Now consider our situation on stage nine- 
teen. The freewheel had started to slip on 
stage two and had done so badly on stage 
three and four, so we had put it into fixed 
wheel and driven on. The only difference was 
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The origin Timo Mahi 


3 Flying Finn 


that our line was ruined on corners where 
a gearchange was necessary as the left had to 
be removed from the brake to operate the 
clutch for the gearchange and during that 
time the car would drift wide without the 
corrective influence of that cunning left foot 
Until stage nineteen, all had gone well, and 
though our times were not of the fastest, we 
Were third overall and close to the leaders 
Then came this fast right hander after a long 
straight and when the thied gear had to be 
taken, we swayed out another yard wider 
which would have been all right except for a 
telegraph post that was bearing down on 
Simo's side of the car, He put the car a little 
farther sideways to miss it head-on which im 
mediately relieved my apprehension and 1 
thought that now we must miss it altogether 
but 1 was counting without the rear bumper. 
The effect of hitting such a solid object at 
such speed swung the tail of the car émmedi 
ately tound 20 tha! the front wheels dropped 


into the ditch, the rear wheels stayed up on 
the road and there we were, broadsiding at 
60 miles ‘an hour, 50, 40 ‘and then 
rolled over. 


Don’t ask me why those things happen but 
a point Is obviously reached where a wheel 
Catches of the grip és too much for the momen- 
tum, and over: she goes. It made one and a 
half full rolls before the energy was used up 
in bending trees, panels and rocks and it stop: 
ped. We were both upside down and immedi 
ately exchanged pleasantries about the relative 
States of our health, While so engaged and be 
fore seat belt or intercom had been touched, 
I'felt the car move again and my immediat 
reaction was to think that it was balanced 
so precariously that it was about to roll again 
Far from it. Tt was in the hands of Pinnrescue 
and twenty able-bodied men were heaving 
away st it, putting it first on Rs wheels and 
then urging it back towards the road. They 
never asked if that was what we wanted; they 
just sort of assumed that any rally driver 
worth his salt and still alive would want to 
carry on. We had to break off for a moment 
whilst Warmbold's Fiat swept by and then it 
was bump-and-heave back to the road, start 
the engine and away 

‘Apart from the bent panels and broken win- 


by John Davenport 


in with Henry Liddon aviate to a well-deserved win. 


dows, the car was 100 per cent mechanically 
bout still the organisers made us fix It up & 
bit better before allowing us to continue on 
the second half, "The Sean-Auto. mechanics 
with a little aid from their friends managed 
this In less than twenty minutes though the 
rear window was only @ plastic sheet, It 1s 
Interesting to note that rally Inw is pretty 
unclear as to what happens to cars that have 
been involved in acciden's for often a car 
like ours may be very bent but still function: 
ing very well as a car even if it doesn’t look 
very nice. The organisers principally objected 
to our missing rear window but were adamant 
that any replacement would have to be done 
in our own time, This seems to me a trifle 
unfair just as on the Swedish Rally where 
they were going to exclude Harry Kallytrom 
for not having a windscreen after his had 
broken but would not let him enter parc ferme 
Xo replace st. Many rallies have a regulation 
which say that for such repairs and changiog 
of flat tyres, one may enter the pare ferme 
with an official and complete the work. After 
all these are questions of safety, not of per- 
formance and it should be nice to see some 
clear international ruling on such problems. 

"To get back to the 1000 Lakes, I think Timo 
Makinen's win was very well deserved and 
gave me a great deal of pleasure to see it. It 
Was also a pleasant occasion for Henry Liddon 
who had been with Timo on this rally twice 
before and both times been second and now 
he is the only non-Scandinavian to have ever 
sat in the winning car on the 1000 Lakes. 1 
don’t mean to suggest that I didn't want any 
of the other drivers to win but I think that 
Markku Alen will have his big wins in the 
future so that he has plenty to look forward 
to. In the same way, Stig Blomqvist must take 
more than a little pleasure from the fact that 
he is without doubt the fastest driver in 
Europe at the moment and he has such a fine 
feeling for driving the Saab that 1 hope that 
the Saab factory give him as much better 
chance to have @ crack at international rally- 
ing next year. 

Having said all this, let me just thank all 
those people who made my stay in Finland 90 
pleasant and that I hope it will not be too 
Tong before I am back there again. 
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It hasn't rained in Finland for six weeks 
they said, The television the previous night 
backed it up by showing @ neat little map 
with forest fires and a serious looking gent 
standing by a lake telling what a terrible 
water shortage there was. It was only logical 
therefore that_my trip the next day to the 
Finnish Saab factory at Uusikaupunki should 
be achieved in torrential rain, You know 
how it is, they so changeable: just 
like England, I felt completely at home. 
‘The trip had started just two days ‘before 
when your reporter plus wife and eldest 
daughter had set sail from the West London 
‘Air Terminal on a double decker bus headed 
for Finland, There had been much  light- 
hearted banter about what we were to fly 
in and even my five-year-old wouldn't accept 
the notion that they just stuck wings on 
the bus at the airport and off we went 
Determined to impress my  less-travelled 
family with my stunning knowledge of docu 
mentation at the airport and how to get on 
the plane first, I whistled them through 
passport control, duty free shop and depar 
ture lounge and out to the gate before the 
flight had been called, pointing out that 
there was only the one Finnair aeroplane 
in sight. therefore it must be the one. A 
Kong wait ensued during which I and. they 
wet restless: I because the time of depar- 
ture had arrived but no more passengers, 
and they because our whirlwind passage 
through the airport had not included any 
stops for the powdering of noses. Eventually 
the strain told and we hiked back to. the 
Tounge where I discovered that the flight 
was indefinitely delayed. 
Tt was at that point that our luck turned 
for as I steered despondently towards the 
for a glass of water to lift my depres: 
fon, 1 bumped into Mike Fitzpatrick who 
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A Scandinavian Saga 


JOHN DAVENPORT visits the Saab-Valmet works 


is Britain's Mr Finnair, He explained that 
the Caravelle had broken an hydraulic pump 
(you ean smell the fluid from here, old. boy) 
fand that until the new one arrived on the 
‘afternoon flight and was fitted, that plane 
was going nowhere, All was not too black 
however for he was in the process of arrang 
ing for us and a party of thirty specialists in 
concrete to transfer to & BEA flight to Stock- 
holm and then on to Helsinki with a Finnair 
connection, Devoutly hoping that the 
specialists ‘didn't have too many samples of 
their work with them, we handed over our 
tlekets, Mr Fitzpatrick waved his magic 
wand and four hours later we were in Hel- 
sinki, We later learnt that Hannu Mikkola’s 
fiancée had been a stewardess on that very 
fight and had been most puzzled when she 
hhad tried to phone us in London during her 
Tong. wait and could not find us at home. 
‘Alerted by Finnair of our late arrival, Simo 
Lampinen plus the elder two-thirds of his 
family and the family Saab 99 were still 
waiting for us and in a very short time the 
six of us were on the way to his home in 
Porvoo some 38 miles from the airport. It 
‘wasn't exactly the first time that 1 had been 
ina 99 but this one had swallowed our 
suitcases, rally bags and assorted bottles of 
booze without even intruding on the pas- 
‘Senger compartment. Although the principal 
reason for my trip was competing in the 
(000 Lakes Rally with Simo ina Saab 96, the 
editor had prevailed upon me to visit the 
only car-producing plant in Finland and as 
palliative, I was to be lent a 99 to make 
sure that the family kept up with us on our 
travels, What neither T nor’ the Editor knew 
was that the third week of August was the 
big. holiday time in Finland but now my 
host enlightened me and informed me that 
after a day of recuperation, we should set 
out for the factory the next day as they 
yeady in the process of shutting 
dT should be lucky to see any- 
thing if we didn't go immediately. 1 was 
just happy that the day of travel had ended 
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and raised no queries about how, when and 
where, being quite happy to leave these to 
somecne else 

Imagine my surprise therefore when 1 
was roused from a deep sauna/beer induced 
slumber on a Wednesday morning, persuaded 
to swallow a cup of tea and then whisked 
‘off in cur Group 1) 96 recce car in the 
directicn of Helsinki, At frst, { thought that 
it_must be quite ® normal hour as the 
sun was shining brightly but a look at my 
watch confirmed what my body felt: it was 
Just 7 am, T enquired what time we were 
hoping to reach the factory and was told 
that we should be there for lunch and it 
was then ‘that the first stirrings of compre- 
hension began. Where was the factory, 1 
‘asked, and the reply indicated that although 
fe was still actually in Finland, it was as 
close as one can get to Sweden without 
setting very wet. At the Saab service depart- 
ment cutside Helsinki we dumped the rece 
car with the competitions department and 
jumped into a 96 estate car, which is called 
95, and were driven west by Carl-Gustay 
Sergcjet who is working for the Finnish 
Saab firm, Scan-Auto, as a press liaison man 

The factory that T'was on my way to see 
was built by Scan-Auto, a tractor company 
called Valmet and the Finnish government 
Like most governments, the Finnish one is 
anxious to have universal employment and 
tries very hard to attract factories and busi- 
nesses away from Helsinki, Tampere, Turku 
and other large cities to areas where there 
is little employment for the inhabitants. 
Such a place was Uusikaupunki on the 
western coast of Finland between Turku and 
Por. It had at one time been a large port 
for ‘sailing ships but the advent of steam 
and the construction of the railway line 
between Turku and Tampere had by-passed 
i and it had declined. Ite basic industries 
had been shipbuilding and agriculture and 
there was an attempt to try to resurrect 
its former glory by creating 2 fertilizer mix- 
ing plant in the old docks where imported 


High flying Sean-Auto Soab of Simo Lampinen and John Davenport on the 1000 Lakes. 


phosphates could be prepared to spread on 
the land. However, the farms were all small 
fand could not be ‘passed on to several sons 
0. that the unemployment situation grew 
‘worse and it was not helped by the 400,000 
Finns who returned from what is now Rus 
sian territory when the occupation termi- 
nated. 

‘With @ rising demand for cars in Finland 
despite large taxes on vehicles, it made 
sense to have a car factory in Finland so 
that not all the cars bought by Finns would 
be imported, At the same time, Saab in 
‘Sweden were looking for a chance to have 
fan extension of their production lines some- 
Where in the Baltic area so that Uustka- 
punki with its ready made docks just over 
the water from the Saab factories in Nor- 
ftalie and Trollhattan in Sweden, was ideal, 
‘The government helped with loans and a 
new company, Saab-Valmet, was formed to 
build the factory and produce the cars 
Scan-Auto was to remain the sales company 
within Finland as before. 

The factory was completed in 1969 and 
produced its first car—a Saab 96—on 
November 13 of that year. The car is 
still on display In the reception of the 
factory and it was one of the first things 
that wo sa 


area now and indeed so successful has the 
project been that now workers are coming 
into it from other parts of Finland or return 
ing from working in Sweden as many Finns 
hhave done in the past. Soon a new Salora 
factory producing TV sets and radios will 
join the Valmet enterprise which is itself 
expanding and will soon have a workforce 
‘of over 1400 people. 

‘As I said before, 1 came to see the 
factory just when it ‘was shutting down for 
the summer holiday and though production 
had not stopped, in some areas it had been 
allowed to run down as during the recess, 
the factory was going over to making a 
new Saab model for 1974, Already it turns 
eat something like 20,000 cars a year by 
working two eight hour shifts a day and 
by employing more people and increasing 
the speed of the production lines, this should 
to be up to 30,000 by the end of this year. 
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‘Anyway, I was able to see most of the pro- 
uction ‘line working and got a good idea of 
What goes on to make a Finnish car. 

Twice a week a ferry operates between 
Norrtalie in Sweden and the dockside in 
Uustkaupunki, It brings body pressings and 
other parts from the Swedish Saab factories 
{in containers which are then taken by lorry 
the four kilometres up to the factory. When 
the boats go back, they are not empty for 
ot only do the empty containers return but 
about half the Finnish factories production 
ff cars goes back to Sweden to be sold there 
for in other countries. This was something of 
'& surprise to me but the Finns were very 
proud of it and pointed out that there is 
already kind of snobbery amongst Saab 
‘owners who prefer to have a Finnish built 
Saab than ane made elsewhere as they believe 
that the Finnish product is superior. What- 
ever else it is, it ls increasingly Finnish for 
though the early models were made out of 
almost 100% imported parts, Finnish sub- 
‘contractors now supply something like 28% 
Of the finished car and this is steadily increas 
ing. t is in this area where the government 
reaps its richest reward in terms of employ- 
ment as many other firms prosper as the 
result of this one factory being Built 

‘A very complex receiving area awaits the 
parts as they are unpacked from the con- 
tainers or arrive from Finnish suppliers. Con- 
veyor belts bring them before operators who 
count and code them and feed the informa- 
tion into the main computer. At the same 
time, the meticulous quality control which 
follows the car throughout its life begins to 
take effect. With some parts, every tenth one 

inst a master die or may be 


The rugged 95 


taken into a laboratory for metal analysis. The 
paint used on the cars is constantly sampled 
land tested for erosion in salt baths and other 
devilish looking equipment. Once coded and 
Arranged in a handy crate for the fork lift 
trucks which roam everywhere, the parts 
‘come under the supervision of those people 
whose job it is to see that the production lines 
never go short, The fork lift trucks stack the 
crates to the ceiling behind just that phase 
of the line where they are needed and the 
supervisors make constant rounds to see. that 
there are no shortages. In any case the com- 
puter keeps a watching brief knowing how 
many parts of a certain kind it has received 
and how many cars requiring such parts 
have been produced. The idea is to keep the 
‘minimum amount of capital tied up in parts 
‘but still give the factory the capacity to keep 
running for several days should a particular 
supplier—even Saab itself—fail to deliver 
sufficient of a certain part. Just in case the 
computer overlooks something in the move- 
ment of all the various parts needed to build 
car, there is a telephone every so often 
‘along’ the production line by which the 
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operator at that point can phone up the 
central control and indicate that @ shortage 
is imminent. 

When the factory started, it was just 
assembling almost completed cars shipped 
‘over from Sweden but within a few months, 
all the welding machines were installed and 
naw only the floor pan with the bulkheads 
‘comes complete from Sweden where it is spot 
welded all at once in a very expensive 
machine. This plant deals with both 99 and 
96 models and there are both two and four 
door versions for the 99 so that some flexi- 
bility is needed as both cars are put together 
fon the same production line. The front end 
of the car is built up until the bodywork is 
almost complete and such things as doors, 
oot lids and bonnets are matched up and 
fitted to be just ajar. Before the entire body 
is dipped and sprayed, quality checking takes 
place on all the spot welds first to make 
Sure that all have been done and secondly to 
check a certain percentage for full welding 
depth. The checkers have an enormous book 
listing every single weld and in case they 
set a bit blasé about it, every so often a body 
Is taken to one side and given a going over 
after they have passed it! Over nine per cent 
of the people who work in the factory are 
concerned with quality control of one sort oF 
‘another 

The checked body Is then sprayed with zinc 
phosphate and then passes through an amino- 
alkyd bath from which it emerges totally grey 
but already smooth and quite presentable 
As it emerges from the drying ovens, a lady 
removes the base holders—which are also 
covered in the alkyd dip—and these are sent 
back to have it removed otherwise they would 


tate car —nearly 30 per cent of its parts are locally made. 


grow to giant proportions at the end of the 
day. Another lady immediately started prob: 
ing st the paintwork and apparently” she 
checks for the depth of the dipped paint and 
If she is not satisfied, back it goes. Two points 
| found of interest here and the first was the 
amount of care taken with the painting pro- 
cesses including the undersealing that followed, 
for in Scandinavia the roads are covered with 
salty snow for one third of the year and if a 
car doesn't have this done properly, it will 
never last two winters without rusting. The 
other thing was the number of women em- 
ployed in the factory and apparently they 
now hold almost one third of the jobs. I com- 
mented on this for in a car factory in England 
you would find women in the trim shops but 
hot actually working on the production line 
bolting om suspension parts. In Finland, they 
accept all but the most heavy work and what 
is more important, are paid an equal wage to 
the men. While we were having a cup of 
coffee and a sticky cake in the canteen after 
‘our tour round, there was a foremen's meet 
ing going on next to us in which two of the 
six were rather attractive birds. Apparently 


the company runs its own job classification 
committees with 50% worker and 50% man- 
agement participation to decide who should 
get paid what rate for what job and such 
Meetings occur twice a week. The resultant 
effect seems to be a very happy one as des- 
pite the low average age—28 years old—the 
absentee rate is also very low. 

To get back to the car which is now under- 
sealed and then sprayed with its finished coat 
before inspection and then Is passed by an 
overhead rail to the start of the production 
Tine. Here the doors, boot and bonnet are 
removed and tagged so that they will go back 
‘onto the correct chassis at the appropriate 
time, The chassis then passes along the line 
in conventional fashion with the suspension, 
engine, gearbox and electrics being added 
tuatil the final car begins to emerge, Feeding 
the production line are several smaller sub: 
assembly lines which put together suspension 
Units and things like steering assemblies while 
the engines and gearboxes arrive ready assem- 
bled from Sweden or Germany in the case of 
the 96 engine though even there the efficient 
Finns give them a once over before popping 
them into the car, The sub-assemblies are 
100% checked before they are fitted to the 

‘Once completed apart from some of the 
trim which is left to the distributor to fit 
and is merely packed into the boot ready 
for him, the car is tanked with petrol with 
fone per cent of oil thoughtfully added to 
keep the petrol lines and engine corrosion free 
if it has a long pre-delivery time. It then passes 
through a booth where water is sprayed at 
it from every direction under one kg/s.cm 
pressure while one Ind sits inside to note 


The compact 60 degree V4—a tough engine 
tailor-made to have replaced the original two: 
stroke. 


where, if at all, water comes in, If no rectif- 
cation is needed, the car goes forward to a 
rolling road where the engine is started for 
the first time and a test driver checks all the 
controls and also that the engine is giving the 
Fight sort of power and that the brakes work 
efficiently. It then moves forward for a final 
check and then goes outside to the final 
inspector who starts the engine and drives it 
around a test track involving a paved strip 
and several sharp turns before giving it his 
seal of approval. If the car is going to be 
transported any distance by lorry, it is wax 
sprayed which gives it a curious frosty appear- 
lance but protects the paint. 

By this time, my fect were crying out for 
rest as the entire factory covers 160 acres 
so after our coffee and farewells, 1 curled up 
fon the rear seat for the journey back to 
Helsinki and dreamt about Saabs. To me 
the most incredible thing about the whole 
thing from the design of the car to the final 
details of the production was the constantly 
recurring theme of safety. The entire Saab 
production is front wheel drive for example 
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The key to your new SAA 


Ace Motor Company 
18-23 Radley Mews 
Stratford Road 
LONDON w' 


8 
Tel : 01-937 5691 


Ballards Garage 
204 Ballards Lane, 
Finchley 

LONDON N3 

Tel : 01-346 6697 


Belsyre Garage 
75 Woodstock Road 


OXFORD 
Tel : Oxford 57028 
Black and White Garage 
Cold Asi 
Nr NEWBERY 

ks 


Te 


S 
Hermitage 444 


Castle Garage Ltd 
33 High Street 
BERKHAMSTED 
Herts 
Tel : Berkhamsted 5473 


Crown Motors 
High Road 
aulsev HEATH 


Ta: : ‘01-950 331 


Cricklewood Automobile Co Ltd 
Shoot-up-Hill 

LONDON NW2 

Tel : 01-452 4803 


€.C. Dillon 
Askett Garage 

PRINCES RISBOROUGH 
Bucks 

Tel : Princes Risborough 3019 


Fairlawn Motor Company 
Fairlawn House 

Victoria Street 

‘ST ALBANS 


Herts 
Tel : St Albans 62686 


Garland Motors Ltd 
20 Waterloo Road 
ALDERSHOT 


Hants 
Tel : Aldershot 21056 


Lloyds (Millbridge) Ltd 
Frensham 

FARNHAM 

Surrey 

Tel: Frensham 2002 


The Motor House 
Duke Street 
WATFORD 


Herts 
Tel : Watford 26596 


Newbury Cars Ltd 
7-4 Fortis Green Road 
Muswell Hill 
LONDON N10 

Tel : 01-883 3394 


O'Dells Garage Ltd 
34 Preston Road 
BEDFORD 

Tel : Bedford 56642 


iswaiting. 


Orbit Motors 
East Hanney 
WANTAGE 

Berks 

Tel : West Haney 257 


P.C.E. Motors 

64 Cardiff Road 
READING 

Berks 

Tel : Reading 51724 


J. Prior and Son Ltd 
High Road 
ICKENHAM 

Middx 

Tel : Ruislip 74245 


River Garage Ltd 
London Ri 

Old Stratford 

MILTON KEYNES MK19 GAA 
Tel: Stony Stratford 2194 


Ltd 
74-76 Maybury Road 
WOKING 
Surrey 
Tel : Woking 65307 


S.A.H. Accessories Ltd 
Linsdale 

LEIGHTON BUZZARD 

Beds 

Tel: Leighton Buzzard 3022 


Seaford Garage 
-44 Cannon Hill 

Southgate 

LONDON N14 

Tel : 01-882 3136 


England's first SAAB distributor 


lenin 


Beaconsfield Road 


Farnham Common, Slough 
Tel: Farnham Common 2301 
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Saab natural habitat — Per Eklund's Swedish ear in action. 


fas the Swedish firm strongly believe that for 
normal driving on all kinds of roads, this Is 
the safest kind of car. Again all through the 
production, the checking was moat rigorous 
Where it was a question of safety—in the 
steering, or the suspension, or the brakes. 

T didnt borrow a 99 from Scan-Auto straight 
away as Simo and I went straight off on recee 
for the rally but it was not long before we 
were in one for after two days and nights of 
recee, we handed over our 96 recce car t0 
Tapio Rainio, another of Scan-Auto’s works 
drivers, and went back to Parvoo in his 99 

T suppose at this point T should point out 
Is more than one type of Saab 99. 
Firstly there are two body styles with elther 
two or four doors, Then there are three engine 
‘options with the 1.85 litre engine on carburet 
ters giving 88 bhp while a two litre version 


also On carburetters gives 95 bhp. The most 
Powerful engine of the range is the two litre 
fon fuel injection which gives 110 bhp and is 
normally only offered as standard on the LE 
‘automatic but, as in the ease of Rainio’s car, 
can also be found coupled up to a manual 


Kedrbox. That of course Is the final choice of 
Whether you want automatic or manual trans- 

T drove Rainio's car for some of the way and 
was very impressed with the way It Went 
md indeed the only annoying features of this 
particular car were the clutch—which needed 
Adjustment—and the transmission of engine 
‘movement to the gear lever, This latter aspect 
{s common to all 99 manual gearboxes that 
1 drove and is merely slightly upsetting for 
the first few miles and is more than com- 
pensated by the positive action of the gear- 


The Finnish Saab-Valmet plant at Uusihaupunki. 
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change. In the same way as the 96, the igni 
ton key can only be removed when the gear- 
lever is in reverse which makes sure that you 
always leave the car in gear. One thing which 
surprised me mildly was that when we re 
fuelled, Simo pulled up at the 94 octane 
pump and I then learnt that Saab have 
Feduced the compression ratio to 8.7 to 1 on 
all their 99 engines’ in order to improve the 
burning of the petrol/air mixture and decrease 
the amount of pollutant in the exhaust 

That weekend as we returned via Helsinki 
1 picked up another 99 in exchange for 
Rainio's car which was going in for a service 
and this was now the automatic version of 
the 99 with the same two litre Injection 
engine. Straightaway, 1 found the steering 
much lighter and at first 1 was convinced that 
this car mast have a different steering ratio 
but I was finally convinced that it was just 
the fact that Raino's car had optional 
aluminium alloy wheels and less pres 
Sure In the wide tyres. In any case, the steer 
ing of the 99 is quite heavy and a lot of 
feffort is required to get it neatly against a 
kerb when parking. As I said, this amount 
of effort varied from car to car and 1 would 
say that a lot can be done with choice of 
tyres and experimenting with pressures. The 
automatic transmission is just @ three speed 
fand feeds the power to the road through a 
Tonger axle ratio so that the car feels slug- 
fgish when compared with the manual version. 
However, there is no doubting the convenience 
of the automatic and I feet that if one was 
choosing a family car for town use, it would 
be ideal. We took it on quite a long trip 
down to Turku and in heavy traffic going in 


land out of roadworks it was a godsend. How- 
ever, I have a couple of reservations about it 
snd the principal one was that it was con- 
stantly necessary to select the hold for second 
gex for quite. bigh-spos! overtaking for 
although it kicked down into the lower gear 
all right, any hesitation and it changed 
straight back up again, The other point was 
that although the lever was well guarded by 
‘means of @ recessed push button in its top 
against any untoward movements into reverse, 
‘or a lower gear, there was no such inhibition 
about going from drive into neutral. 

Tn any case, the Saab Is not a sports car 
and its principal virtues lie in the comfort and 
safety with which it will transport a family 
from place to place, None of the 99s are slow 
and all the two litre cars I drove or drove in 
would easily top 100 mph, but with the pre- 
sent law in England and also now in Finland 
after August Ist, this is scarcely @ reason 
to buy a car. Primary safety is well cared 
for as apart from front wheel drive, the 99 
hhas four dise brakes and an all independent 
suspension relying on coil springs. The visibi- 
lity’ and driving position are excellent and 
fone can adjust the seat for height, depth, 
angle and rake, There is not much chance for 
the spin-turn exponent to show his paces as 
the handbrake operates on the front wheels 
by means of separate drums, If I were to list 
all the other safety items ‘on the car, this 
article might never finish but the very con- 
struction of the car is designed to protect 
the occupants to the maximum and includes 
such items as longitudinal beams inside the 
doors to give protection in side accidents, The 
only thing which shows on the outside of the 
ear are the two large rubber covered shock 
absorbing bumpers which are said to be able 
to absorb all of an impact up to about twelve 
miles an hour. The steering column is joined 
to the steering rack by a telescopic column 
while the rack itself is mounted quite well 
back in a protected position which Is possibly 
why the steering is heavier than it might be 
If the rack were more vunerably mounted 

It goes without saying that a Saab should 
have 'a good heating and ventilation system 
and that of the 99 seems to cover everything 
Including warm air for the rear seat pas 
sengers. The Finnish summer Is not_so bad 
that we ad any chance to try the defrosting 
but there were occasions when we were drive 
ing in the evening when it was decidedly 
nippy and the heating gave good value then 
while in the heat of the afternoon, there was 
‘Adequate fresh air available from our vents 
plus the normal windscreen and foot outlets. 
One final point that deserves mention was 
the headlamp washer/wiper which is now 
available on all Saab models, This 1 think 

‘very good idea as it operates In conjunc- 
tion with the windscreen washers and really 
does keep your headlights clean, On all the 
‘ears I have ever owned, I know that the most 
frustrating thing is to have to get out on 
summer nights and remove layers of dead 
Insects from the lights in order to be able 
to see, or doing the same thing on a drizzly 
Winter night after following « couple of lor- 
ries 

My final experience with a 99 came when 
we again swapped our recce car for someone 
lse’s 99 and this time it was that of Pertti 
Lehtonen, another of the Scan-Auto drivers, 
This was again a two litre, two door EM 
and seemed to go if anything even better 
than that of Rainio. Among its non-standard 
attractions were a very expensive Blaupunkt 
radio that not only played stereo tapes but 
picked up stereo broadcasts as well, and a 
radio phone which was linked up to @ nation- 
wide network and meant that almost any- 
where you could telephone straight to any 
‘umber. With respect for Mr Lehtonen's phone 
Dill, we just tried it a couple of times but the 
convenience of the device is fantastic, While 
swirling along at 90 mph—this was before 
‘August 1—one could have a telephone con- 
versation and literally order the hotel room 
for the night or the drinks to be ready. I did 
hhave the idea of phoning Avrosrort while 
jumping on a special stage which would have 
been some kind of first, but as I told you, we 
had some respect for Lehtonen’s phone bill, 


GO SWIFT GO SAFE GO SAAB 


SAAB 
BORDERS & N. ENGLAND 


‘amy 
s ; 99 LCM2 = 
99 LCM4 r Tew 
S9LEA4 


(bunnane) 


DISTRIBUTORS 
WM. PARKER (SUNDERLAND) LTD. 
Ocean Road, Sunderland, Co. Durham 
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FOR SAAB IN SADE iistritutors for 


L i nco | n. sh i re Worcestershire, Herefordshire & Radnorshire 
ARTHUR MOORE & SONS LTD 
MALLETT BROTHERS Central Garage, Great Witley, 


Worcestershire. 
(CAR SALES) LTD. GO SWIFT. GO SAFE.GO SAAB 
NORTHGATE GARAGE, 


NORTHGATE, SLEAFORD 
LINCOLNSHIRE 


GROSVENOR GARAGE 
FOR 


ST JAMES ROAD, 
TUNBRIDGE WELLS, 
KENT. 

Please telephone |(0892) 31345/21000. 


We will be pleased to arrange a demonstration on the 
latest 99 and 96 models. 


Telephone SLEAFORD 2728 


GO SWIFT GO SAFE GO 
SAAB 


100% SGMAANES DEALERS 
BLACON MOTORS 
(CHESTER) LTD. 


WESTERN AVENUE, 
BLACON, CHESTER. 
Your enquiry will be dealt with speedily on 
0244 48022. 


TEST DRIVE THE LATEST 96 & 99 
MODELS AT YORKSHIRE'S LEADING 
SAAB 


ACEMOTOR © 


18-23 Radley Mews, 
Stratford Road, 
London, W.8 


IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 
ON ALL MODELS 


BACKED BY 
DEALER EXTENSIVE SERVICE FACILITIES 
JCT 600 
APPERLEY LANE, YEADON, near LEEDS, 
YORKSHIRE. 


Tel: 097 37 2231. IN CENTRAL LONDON 
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WALKHAM MOTOR 
SERVICES 
Roundabout Garage 

Yelverton 2 


MID-WESTERN CARS LTD 


Hill Garage 
Normansland 


W. E. BISHOP & SON 
East Reach 
Taunton 


BY-PASS GARAG| 
Southbourne Road 
St, Austell 32 


Service Age 

PIONEER GAR. 

Victoria Wa 
Exmouth 2559 


SEATON MOTOR CO. 
Harbour Road 
Seaton 2077! 


if J. E. GREEN (GARAGES) 
Newton Abbot 


7 
= DISTRIBUTORS CHENHALL 


otnes Road, Paignton 58567 


FOR NORTHAMPTON 
ABBOTS GARAGE LTD. 


EARLS BARTON, 
NORTHAMPTON. 
Tel: Earls Barton 344. 


NEW AND USED 


ALWAYS AVAILABLE 


Ee 


C. C. DILLON, ASKET GARAGE 
PRINCES RISBOROUGH 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY OF THE NEW 


MANY USED CARS AVAILABLE 
Demonstration car available 
Excellent after sales service 


Tel: Princes Risborough 3019 


[ LEIGH MOTORS 


1663 London Road, Leigh-on-Sea, 
Essex 


YOUR SSAAAARES DEALER IN ESSEX 


Many new and used vehicles in stock. 
Demonstration car available. 
Excellent after-sales service. 


Tel: Southend 77275. 


ORBIT MOTORS 


EAST HANNEY, WANTAGE, BERKS 


DEALER FOR 


SAAB 
IN NORTH BERKSHIRE 


Demonstrations at your convenience 
Usual range of used Saab cars available 
Immediate delivery 


Please telephone : West Hanney 257 
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HAMPSHIRE =SSAAAIES DEALERS 


HameLing 
of BASINGSTOKE 
‘Dd. 


All models available, early delivery 


CHURCH STREET, BASINGSTOKE 
Tel: 4822 


CUBLEY CAR SALES 


Liverpool Rd, Ainsdale, Southport. Tel : 79080 
Also Eastbank ‘St, Southport. Tel : 59594 


SAAAABS AGENT IN LANCASHIRE 


EARLY DELIVERY ON ALL CARS 
DEMONSTRATION CAR AVAILABLE 


R. S. Daniels & Co. 
RIVERSIDE SERVICE STATION, 
WATERSIDE, EVESHAM, WORCESTERSHIRE 
Agents in Worcestershire 


Early delivery on all models 


Demonstration car always available 
Tel: Evesham 6119 or 6593 


LONDON’S 100% SAAB AGENT 
CRICKLEWOOD AUTOMOBILE CO. 


63 SHOOT UP HILL, NW2 


Telephone 01-452 4803 & 4809 


Beekeis 


of Eltham Ltd. 


SPECIALIST DEALERS 
SALES @ SERVICE @ SPARES 
23-25 Courtyard, Eltham, 
London SE9 SPR 
Tel: 01-850 2009 & 4840 


A. E. MARKS 1968 LTD. 


203 QUEENS DRIVE, LAVHILL, 
LIVERPOOL 13. 


SAAEBS Avent in Liverroo. 


Early delivery on all cars 
Demonstration car available 
Many new and used cars in stock 


Tel: Liverpool (STD 052-228) 3964 


I. SAAB 
penn ol 
for South London and 
North East Surrey 


Demonstration cars always available for trial runs 
Full selection of new and used cars in stock 


T & B Garage (Wimbledon) Limited 


39 Hartfield Road, Wimbledon SWI3 
Sales : 01-540 9991, Service : 01-549 3325. 


RIVERSIDE GARAGES 
(Bournemouth) LT 


164 BARRACK ROAD 
CHRISTCHURCH, HAMPSHIRE 


For S$ 40583 in Bournemouth 
Tel: Christchurch 71451 /2 
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GO SAAB 


SAAB IN SCOTLAND 
SAAB distributors for SCOTLAND 
DICKSON MOTORS (Perth) LTD. 
SGAABZ (~DUNKELD ROAD, PERTH = Gags 
ZOAR MOTORS FARM & AUTO 
LIMITED SERVICES 
CAMBUSLEA GARAGE BELGRAVE MOTORS 
SAAB Tel: hensate cams 3 SAaB 
W. & J. DUNLOP LTD. | WM. B. COWAN 
NINE MILE GARTHALL GARAGE 
BURN GARAGE 2 $9H eTRION ROAD 
i Beers: See 


ry 


Correspondence 


Let in Camaros 


‘Thank you very much SMMT—as a 
paying spectator I'm delighted that you've 
dictated my 1974 RAC saloon car champion- 
ship viewing for me—ie 20 identical Capris, 
15 identical Escorts and 10 identical Mosk: 
viches. Perhaps the money I have on not 
seeing these potential epics will be sufficient 
for trips abroad and real Group 1 racing. 

It would be interesting to know how many 
members of your venerable body are actually 
Involved in racing in any wa 
who has the loudest voice. 

All power to Richard Lloyd, Les Leston, 
Stuart Graham, etc. in their struggle against 
your myopic Victorian rulings ! 


EALING, Lonpon WS. 


Davio J. Fox. 


Don't ruin G1 


May 1, through the medium of your corres- 
pondence column, appeal to the RAC to 
eject the SMMT recommendations of a 
4-litre capacity limit for the 1974 Touring Car 
Championships and a price limit for the Club 
Championships which would exclude the 
larger BMW and American cars. 


‘As a regular racegoer and marshal at 
Oulton Park since 1969 I have seen Group 1 
‘@ much-needed shot in the arm to club 
‘spectacle and 
yet mem the 
Mfe-blood of the Formula, To Institute a 
lub saloon car championship without the 
participation of BMWs and Camaros would 
merely create a ten-top version of Formula 
Ford, 
It Is up to the RAC to act now before 
Interest and consequently spectator atten: 
dance dwindle to an ever lower level. 


Chews, CHesni G. Bunwerr. 


F3 scrutineering 


Having been actively involved with Formula 3 

Inception in the present form, I 
edly agree with the recent corre- 
spondence you have published on the lack 
of scrutineering. To my knowledge there has 
‘only been one occasion when the engines 
were stripped to examine capacity, which was 
Silverstone, April 8, 1973. 


‘The Formula is undoubtedly a major and 
very necessary stepping stone for drivers 
aiming at Formula l and consequently the 
results are particularly significant. With the 
money necessary to obtain success sponsor- 
ship is obligatory thereby producing addi- 
tional pressures on the teams. We have had 
instances of unfair advantage being obtained 
in each of the past three seasons and yet the 
RAC have still not arranged for proper eli 
bility scrutineering and at most races there 
‘has been none at all 


‘The temptation to cheat is therefore very 
great, but the means of preventing it seem 
fairly simple. 1 understand Messrs Holbay, 
at least, have the necessary measuring equip- 
‘ment which they are prepared to make avai 
able at every meeting, should It be necessary, 
fand that the scrutineers themselves would be 
Prepared to attend far more meetings. 


In view of the accusations and innuendoes 
flying around the paddock at the moment 1 
hope this opinion is shared by others, and 
that we might persuade the RAC that the 
matter Is more than urgent. 


Lonnon, SW14. C, Mansiate. 
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The editoris not bound to agree with readers‘opinions 


‘Spectacle of G1 Camaros at Oulton Park last Saturday 


Marshal's view 


As a regular observer for the BARC may I 
congratulate Alan Dobbins on his well 
thoughout letter. Unfortunately not all the 
correspondents on the subject of marshalling 
were as rational. I would like to point out 
to people like Mr Wareham that a profes- 
sional "body of marshals would be the 
Quickest way to kill motor sport in this 
country. Not every meeting Is a Grand Prix 
with Its corresponding umber of paying 
spectators and I am sure that anyone who 

the trouble to find out, would soon 


realise that organising clubs do not_make 
enough money from meetings to pay the 
marshals, I am of course presuming that It 
is not only GP drivers who deserve the best. 
1, im common with many other marsh 
have purchased my own fire repellent ove 
hhelmet and gauntlets which, although not as 
good as a driver's Nomex sult, are the best 
T can afford. May 1 be so bold as to sugnest 
to Mr Louis Stanley that before vast sums 
‘of money are spent on lavish back-up schemes 
some cash be made available to enable 
marshals to purchase protective clothing at 
8 reduced price. As Mr Dobbins so rightly 
points out, specialised appliances are an 
essential back-up but as in the army, when 
the chips are down, everything depends on 
the (infantry) marshals on the spot 
SUTTON, SURREY. CC. HERMAN. 


Roll-over bar stays 


As an amateur constructor/driver it was 
‘with considerable interest that I noted the 
Introduction of forward facing roll-over Bar 
Stays. At first sight they would seem to be 
an excellent strength and safety feature, 
although when I examined them closely my 
doubts wore raised as to possible head injury 
In a sideways shunt due to the head being 
smartly bounced between the bars. 

Having seen the horrible death of Roger 
Williamson 1 have very grave doubts as to 
any driver’s chance of escape whan the car 
is Inverted, particularly if the driver Js 
injured, due to the restrictions on the roll-over 
bar stays in the cockpit area. 

GouoaLsine, SURREY. GORDON Brookes. 


Fireproof clothing 


You may or may not recall that we intro- 
duced some years ago after development by 
Croydon Asbestos, an aluminised fire rescue 
suit which we believed at the time to be a 
great advance in  flame-proof marshals’ 
clothing and we not only advertised exten- 
sively, but made personal approaches to many 
‘motor clubs and race circuit organisers both 
at home and overseas, 


‘These fire rescue suits are still in our 


stores, not where they should be—out on 
the race cireuit—and whilst we In mo way 
wish to promote business through such a 

yedy we would be only too willing to 
e these at less than cost to motor clubs 


for race circuit organisers whose expenses 
are already over-stretched, 
Wenatry, Minox. S. Wauren: 


Checkpoint Race and 
Rally Equipment. 


Dutch co-operation 


Patrick McNally's column (" Jackie's’ Hitch 
revived memories of another occasion when 
Dutch police co-operation was extremely wel 

In 1958, having competed in the Tulip 
Rally, with Peter Wren, in a works-entered 
Berkeley and having been forced to retire 
in Germany with a deranged gearbox, T was 

king around the Huist de Duin Hotel for a 
ift back to the Hook, In order to get to the 
British Grand Prix practice at_ Silverstone. 
1 was Kindly offered one in an MG Magnette, 
‘which had competed in the rally, crewed by 
David Seigle-Morris and John’ Sprinzel — 
the latter also wanting to get back for saloon 
car practice at Silverstone in, 1 think, the 
famous A385, 

1 was ready at the appointed time—they 
were not and T was (old that we would I 


dule with, to the best of my memory, Pat 
driving and Barlow's 6 ft 4 in wedged under 
some tyres on the back seat. The drive Ws 
hilarious—a selective to end all selectives and 
an extremely good time was being set up 
when the inevitable happened in the centre 
of the Hague. A Dutch police Land-Rover 
pulled alongside at some traffic lights and a 
‘most polite copper began his list. of indict 
ments... . “It is not permitted to overtake 
fon the right—It is not permitted to exceed 
kph in this area... ." Then John and 
David started the chat routine and anyone 
who knows them can imagine what that 
entailed, suffice to say, within 5 m we were 
off again, this time practically on the rear 
bumper of the police vehicle with its blue 
light flashing and Klaxon sounding—at a 
higher rate of knots than previous! 
we arrived at the Hook to find that the ship 
was all stowed ready to sail — 
the JS. and DS-M. “chat” 
somehow oF other, they persua 
‘officer to unstow his derricks, winch th 
Magnette on board and the ultimate wi 
when T found myself allocated a single 
cabin on a ship that was alleged to be full! 
David, incidentally, at that time was rally- 
ing with an extremely clued-up navigator— 
of the pre-Stuart Turner era—who was con- 
vinced he could drive quicker than David. 
Later he convinced not only David but others 
—his name? Vie Elford. 


Cauemsunce, 


Br. Bartow. 
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What a spectacle 


OULTON PARK 


Thrills historic and modern 


By IAN TITCHMARSH 


It has be 
well-organised annual club mi 
and last Saturday's was cert 
cars blended splendidly with the latest singl 


‘the most entertaining club meetings seen anywhere for many a day. The only regret 
‘overcast but dry 

Publicis 

hope that before very long Lanes & Chesh are 


was the relatively small crowd on 
In the Interests of the elreult owners 


‘The Charles Spreckley Thoroughbred Sports 
Cars began the afternoon's sport recalling the 
BARC marque races of the late 50s and early 
60s since half the fleld comprised MGAs and 
TRs. Howeve the more potent Jaguar 
XKs which dominated the race overall with 
Bill Nicholson in John Pearson's ex-Lofty 
England development XK120 leading all the 
way, chased initially by John Harper in a 
Fe-imported thd XK120 with aluminium body 
Which looked just as it might have done at the 
old Watkins Glen toad circuit in its youth. 
‘Alas, Harper was suffering from an increasing 
misfire which manifested itself as a burst 
water hose which was leaking onto the 
tributor, and he had to retire after seven | 
This was a great reliet for MG Bill who also 
had a misfire caused, explained owner Pearson, 
by a plug closing up. "But then we haven't 
changed the plugs all season. We tend to 
treat her rather like a lorry!" Even with the 
misfire, Nicholson never looked likely to be 
aught by the second finisher, Reg Woodcock, 
who was hurling his 2.2 TR3 around the cir 
cult in magnificent style, easily outpacing the 
rest, large and small alike. 

Derek’ Allanson's — BN7 


‘Austin-Healey 


ld before and it will undoubtedly be said again but 
ting at Oulton Park is almost invi 
‘A judicious mixture of historic sports and GT 


Pictures by PETER BURN 


dhe Lanes & Cheshire CC's 
ably the best of the year 


(ernoon for it would surely have been 
hls particular meeting more widely. Let's 
lowed more than the one meeting & year. 
sounded crisply raucous on its way to. third, 
finding time for a spin at Lodge without losing 
Its position while Bill de Selincourt’s TR3A, 
running just as it did in the Fred W. Dixon 
races over 10 years ago complete with modi- 
fied front, in the hands of the same driver, 
took the 2-litre class and fourth overall. An 
early challenge from Simon Phillips in his 
Mille Miglia-bodied Frazer Nash Le Mans 
Replica faded while the best MGA retired on 
the first lap when Vic Ellis ran wide at Lodge 
land buckled two wheels against the sleepers. 
This left Robert McElroy’ ex-Ted Lund Twin 
Cam Le Mans Coupe and Roy McCarthy's 
pushrod example to fight over seventh in the 
wake of Sylvia Rouse, pressing on to great 
effect in the family’ XKI50, although it 
tounded as though a budgie was trying to 
escape from under the bonnet in the comers 
Mr Rouse, in his XK120, was always behind 
land eventually retired in a cloud of smoke. 
Wonder who'll do the washing-up this week? 
With the SMMT's silly sword of Damocles 
hanging over them for next year, the Chevrolet 
Camaros showed how badly ‘they will be 
missed from production saloon racing if the 
Ford Motor Company has its way. In practice 


Richard Bond hurls his HWM-Jaguar through Cascades ahead of Terry Harrison's well-conducted 


ind 


Leston, Lloyd and Graham head towards Old Hall in their three Camaros abreast 


Stuart Graham, who drives his car to the 
Circuits, annexed pole position with a time 
8% under the lap record. It's worth readi 
that sentence again to get the full implications, 
Richard Lloyd, ‘now fully recovered from his 
road accident and boasting Simoniz sponsor: 
ship for his new car, was determined not to 
be left behind and took 7 s off the record while 
Les Leston completed the front row and left 
the BMWs behind, There were three of the 
German 3:litres present although Roger Bell 
ran into trouble with his usual Rothmans car 
Just as practice began. He qualified in Donald 
MacLeod's Aramis-sponsored car and was then 
told he would have to race it as well, leaving, 
the newcomer to the team with the least 
satisfactory of the three Sis, the Rothmans: 
backed car. 

‘The three Chevrolet thundered off the line 
towards Old Hall abreast with Lloyd In the 
middle remembering the Clerk of the Course's 
Waring that the road narrows just after the 
pits. Somehow contact was averted and Lloyd 
held his breath the longest to take the lead 
for the first lap, with Graham in hot, pursuit 
fand trying to draw alongside Into Knicker: 
brook, Both drivers braked impossibly late 
and hurled their cars through the corner 
‘almost beyond the limit, completing. lap one 
‘nose to tail with Leston’ already falling back 
4 little. Lloyd used his experience to keep the 
jead for most of the second lap too. but 
Graham saw his chance onthe run in to 
Lodge and went ahead. There was no stop: 
ping him after that, although Lloyd fell back 
Only gradually, and’ the ex-motor cycle world 
champion reduced the lap record officially by 
7.85 on his way to his third win in three races 
with ‘the car, and bis fourth in four with 
Camaros. Leston spun at Esso on lap three, 
losing several places and was on his way 
back onto the tail of Tony Lanfranchi in the 
leading BMW when the engine expired ex: 
Pensively on lap 6. 

Tony Lanfranchi's Shellsport BMW and 
Bell ran round in close company, looking 
spectacular and outpacing the rest but unable 
to threaten the American Vis, but MacLeod 
was having to work for his bread, Behind 
Gordon Spice’s Capri, John Handley in the 
leading Roger Clark Alfa Romeo was heading 
John Brindley's Capri, Mike Crabtree's simi- 
lar Willment car and team-mate Stan Clark 
with MacLeod mixing it well. By lap 7 the 
Scottish FF man had worked his way ahead of 
Handley at Knickbrook where the BMW sliced 
fn front of the Alfa and nearly took off both 
cars. MacLeod thought something locked up 
fas he changed into third at that comer, and 
the same thing happened again at Druid: 
only this time the car shot straight off the 
oad into the barrier. Almost before it came 
to rest, with a burst petrol tank, the ultra 
efficient marshals were putting the large fire 
‘out and successfully preserving a very expen- 
sive. motor car from extensive damage 
MacLeod escaped unhurt while a fire tender 
went out onto the circuit for the last couple 
of laps to provide back-up extinguishers at 
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Our cars are built for summers like this. 


The Moskvich finds life quite easy 
in a hot climate like we have here 
in Britain 

Back in Russia, it’s built to start 
easily at sub-zero temperatures. 

It has a 2-speed heater that will 
keep you snug at 20 below 

Headlamps designed to guide you 
through the densest mist. (England hasn't 
cornered the world’s fog yet) 

And safety features that include 


s Limited, (Moskvich Division), Canada Road, Oyster Lane, B 


servo-assisted brakes, a collapsible 
steering column, an anti-dazzle driving 


mirror and burst-proof locks 

The Moskvich, slightly spruced up, 
even managed to run away with two 
Group One Production Car Championships 
in its first year of racing here. 

It probably thought it was back 
at home 


A member of the SATRA eroup 


Alexander 
Bubbles 
James 
Harvey 
Nigel 
Ball of String 
Mick 
& Young Nigel 
would like to thank 
March 
Firestone 
Duckhams 
Motorcraft 
Girling 
Ferodo 
Fina 
& Lucas 
without whose invisible 
support we wouldn’t have had to 
pay for the other page! 


Fora few auid extra, 
youd bein the clear 


You're looking at, what was, a toughened Fit VX Vinylex Laminated Safety Glass. 
windscreen. just to be on the sate side 

In the USA and many European countries it is In case of difficulty in locating your local 
illegal to drive with a windscreen made of stockist, contact 


toughened glass. 
And you can see why 
We've never made toughened glass TUDOR SAFETY GLASS CO LTD 


windscreens. Simply because we don'tbelieve in |Winyfex.vinylex Works, Queenborough, Kent. 
them. They can be dangerous. LAMINATED Tel: Sheerness 5151 


Druids, but that didn't slow the pace, for 
some competitors who ignored the marshals’ 
flags and instructions. Brindley found a way 
round Handley in the Knickerbrook incident, 
holding his position till the end, with Crabiree 
holding off Clark's other Alfa 

In the Firenza/Hunter class Bernard Unett 
brought. along a second works Hunter for 
sometime GT40 driver John Harris. Despite 
hot being credited with fastest lap, which 
Went to Tim Stock's Firenza, Unett led all the 
way as is his wont with Stock chasing hard 
without appearing to have the handling of the 
Chrysler product. Barrie Williams in the GN 
Firenza held onto third in the class until 
Harris managed to pass him into Knickbrook 
just before the Vauxhall's diff gave up on the 
fighth lap. Wendy Markey's Penthouse BMW 
2002 added interest in this Hunter/Firenza 
battle and followed Harris across the line. 

Ivan Dutton’s domination of the £1,050 class 
is akin to Unett’s in the class above and once 
‘again the Unitam Escort Sport led all the way 
Lyon was never very far behind, be- 
‘devilled by a misfire and still on Torinos as 
‘opposed to Dutton's new Klebers, and then on 
the last lap the Berlitz car ran out of petrol 
without actually having to cede second in 
class to Jenny Birrell's fast-closing Simca 

ive. Eric Horsfleld's proper Satra Moskvich 
blew an engine in practice, so he had to start a 
spare car with a 10s penalty which he never 
made up on Tony Stubs in the rival Kinson 
Motors Russian device, 

Colin Crabbe succeeded in scattering most 

contents of his Birdcage around the 
in practice when the 
tengine of his Maseratl 61 destroyed itself, 
Teaving a gap on the front row and only John 
Eister-Jaguar to challenge Charles 
eth’s T61, There was really 
‘not much doubt about the winner, bat Harper 
had darn good try in the Costin-bodied 
Lister, leading most of lap one only to spin 
mightily at Lodge. Already he and Lucas had 
‘outpaced the rest so that Harper resumed still 
Second but. with Lucas already stroking it 
swiftly to victory, with some typical sideways 
‘motoring Included, Troubled by a weak rear 
‘damper, Harper spun again at Old Hall, falling 
this time to eighth or s0, He was soon storm: 
Ing back up to the front again, taking over 
second on lap 4 when Anthony ifutton in the 
other Forward Enterprises Lister-Jaguar (the 
ex-works/Scott-Brown  MVE303) ran into 
Clutch trouble. “I knew the clutch slave cylin 
der was about to seize solid, so decided to 
carry on in top gear, only 1 forgot and 
Changed gear instead i" explained a dis 
appointed “Hutton afterwards. With Robert 
Cooper on holiday and thus without a List 
Jaguar (0 drive, Richard Bond found himself 
at the wheel of Paul Gardner's completely re 
built HWM-Jaguar (HWM 1) which hasn't 
raced for several years and still needed the 
Suspension sorting. Bond was thus a slightly 
uuntidy but worthy third 

"A rather more than minor sensation was 
‘caused by the speed of Terry Harrison in the 
Woodbine Team Lotus XI, the little car mak 
ing everything else in the extensive field look 
slow as Harrison (in Mk 1 T-shirt and 1941 
ongjohns) hurtled round the cireuit to fourth 
overall, a class win and new class record. 
‘And he stayed on the same lap as the leader. 
Willie Eekerslyke, risen from his sick bed to 
drive Bill Allen's D-type for the day, found 
his concentration slipping after mildly jumping 
the start. A quick pit stop to count to 10 re 
stored the clog maker's confidence but not the 
Places he had lost. Fifth was thus taken by 
Mike Walker's younger brother Tony in Philip 
Dowell’s Maserati 3008 which was driven very 
well after an incident in practice damaged the 
tail (Shades of Benoit Musy) while Tony 
Beeson recalled Edgar Barth as he ran to sixth 
in his nice Porsche RSK, albeit well beaten by 
the incredible Harrison. We would love to men: 
tion them all but space forbids and we will 
just single out the marvellous sight of Alan 
Bennett taking his Bristol 405 saloon well be 
yond the fringe in one of the least likely 
facing cars seen for some time. 

‘This week's convert to an F3 March is 
Richard Robarts, who now has a 733 in Myson 
colours, the entrant remaining Myson Racing 
with GRD! As with Tony Brise a few weeks 
‘ago, the change did him a power of good for 
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Harness leads Robat 


he took pole position, 0.48 under the lap 
record after very little testing with the ca 

Alan Jones showed that the GRD is by no 
‘means a spent force in F3 by also breaking 
the record while Matt Spitzley’s March con 
tinued its run of fast practice times to com- 
plete the front row. When the flag fell it was 
Mo Harness in the Modus March 733 who shot 
Uhrough from the second row with Jones and 
Robarts alongside into Cascades. The two 
Marches pincered Jones, and one of them 
nicked a valve out of the GRD's front tyre, 
causing much commotion behind but no con- 
tact. Mike Wilds also stopped at this point 
When the throttle cable of his Dempster March 
733 came off while lan Taylor's Baty March 
hhad not even left the line after a low tension 
lead ‘came adrift. 


‘With Jones out of the way, the two new 
March men immediately made’ the race thelr 
own, although Larry Perkins in the new works 
supported Brabham BT41 was almost keeping 
up. Soon Robarts found his car beginning 
to oversteer after part of the wing came 
adrift and it was all he could do to stay with 
Harness at times. He kept on trying though, 
only to find Harness calling on his FF experi- 
fence to keep the door closed at every oppor 
tunity, particularly on the run-in to Knicker 
brook: Towards the end, the battery came 
adrift on the Myson car and, to complete the 
ruin of Robarts’ chances, the engine acquired 
4 terrible misfire and consumed its pistons 
fn the last lap #0 that it was all he could do 
to hang on to second. Perkins, still yearning 
for some oversteer, instead found the unstick 
able Brabham escaping his grasp at Knicker 
brook on lap 5, the ensuing contact with the 
barrier damaging a wheel and rear wing. Tony 
Brise had a new monocoque for his Kent 
Messenger March 733 which didn't fit him 
after Thruxton which kept his practice times 
Uup but he sorted his way through the pack, 
quite hairily at times, to third, and threw 
everything into the last lap when he saw he 
ight just catch the failing Robarts, but to no 
avail. Although be tried to keep Brise at bay, 
Johnny Gerber’s BT4I was fourth, Leonel 
Friedrich having had to retire his March when 
the water blew out for the second time that 
day.” Pedro. Passadore’s DART GRD led 
Spltzley and Russell Wood's March 733 for 
the next few places after a raceslong tussle 
Tony Rouff had been leading this collection 
with his GRD until the front suspension col 
lapsed at Druids following an incident at the 
first comer, and the American slid into the 
barriers without too much damage. 

‘The Cussons GTs were the third and last 
historic offering, comprising many Aston May 
tins, a few GT40s, and the odd E-type, Elite 
and Ferrari. Much attention was focused on 
Bob Owen's ex-Col Simone Maserati T151, the 
rear-engined brute once manhandled by Jo 
Siffert at Le Mans. The car has been beauti- 
fully rebuilt but the battery was inadequate 
and the car, after starting from the front row, 
retired on ‘the first lap. Not that anything 
‘would have stopped Anthony Hutton's Miraged 
‘GT40 which led all the way, despite a gearbox 
which was loath to offer up fourth. John 
Cooper's S-litre normal GT40 was a distant 
land smokey second, under great pressure from 


during their excellent F3 battle for Lombard honours. 


Brian Classick in the ex-Mike de Udy Porsche 
Carrera 6 (or 906 if you like), A Targa Florio 
bottom gear good for 75 mph made for a 
slow start and then, after catching up onto 
the tail of the GT40, Classick found the 
brakes rapidly fading #0 he decided to be his 
age and settle for third and the class win 
Mike Salmon won the over 2litre front 
‘engined class in Viscount Downe’s Project 212 
Aston Martin, finishing fourth overall and 
treating the crowd to a demonstration of fast, 
stylish and immaculate driving of which David 
Piper, Dick Protheroe, the Peters Lumsden 
and Sargent as well as Salmon himself were 
Such experts inthe early sixties. An ex 
Protheroe E-type, driven by Peter Walker, 
claimed fifth and the last unlapped place after 
Nick Cussons had stopped briefly at the pits 
with his Project 214 Aston before resuming, 
land setting fastest lap in the class. Another 
pit visitor was John Carden with the ex 
Lumsden/Sargent lightweight E-type which 
belied its long-distance origins by overheating 
and losing its brakes, but then it has been 
through some pretty doubtful hands before 
Carden rescued it. Again, everyone was worth 
‘2 mention but space forbids. However, we did 
rather like the dice between Bill Nicholson's 
MGB and Robin Rew’s Reliant Sabre which 
was rudely interrupted by Craig Dent 

prisingly-driven ex-Tom Leake DBAGT 

Dent went on ahead to clinch sixth while the 
B was assured of seventh when our man at 
Silverstone lost a cylinder on the last lap. 
Taking third in its class was the beautiful, 
unique “ breadvan” Ferrari 250GT driven by 
Kim Mather, who was giving the car its first 
run since it returned from Los Angeles. 

"All of which doesn’t leave much space for 
the Formula Fords. The STP championship, 
based at Silverstone, Is now led even more 
convincingly than before by Derek Lawrence. 
whose only possible challenger round Oulton 
Park is Donald MacLeod. It just wasn't Mac: 
Leod's day for, after a slow start, he found 
himself at the end of a chain reaction at Esso 
fon the first lap as everyone locked up. The 
Van Diemen clipped the armco and retired 
with a buckled wheel, while Lawrence w 

ready taking the Dulon on its way to another 
‘convincing win. Second, with equal ease, w: 
Richard Hawkins in his Link Fasteners Titan 
Mk 6 and there was a strong suspicion that 
the winner's engine came from the same source 
this week as the Titan's. John Crowe's Merlyn 
Mk 17 might well have been third but the 
bearings ran on the last lap and his hard work 
to get ahead of Mike Young's Merlyn and 
Stephen South's Ray came to nothing. John 
Murphy (Tricentrol Hawke DL10) and Stuart 
Baird (Merlyn Mk 24) disputed fifth with 
Murphy winning, although Baird already had 
2 108 push-start penalty anyway, which 
Gropped ‘him to. ninth behind the’ closely 
matched trio of Mike Wrigley, Matthew 
Argenti and Kelvin Hesketh in Merlyns of 
varying vintage. 

‘The eight non-qualifiers then had their own 
race which is sufficiently covered by the results 
fexcept to say that Peter Hale's Royale led all 
the way after jumping the start, which is why 
hhe became third. 


Results on page 57 
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MGB GT V8-ARMSTRONG 
Howsmooth, scan you on 


There are 3 lot more horses tucked. under t of the new 
ge the.car 


re, insisted on Armstrong shock absorbers as sti 
Eon all MGS GT VB's. 


SUPPLIED IN ROADSTER 
AND G.T. FORM. 
ALSO L.H.D. 


BRIEF SPEC: — 
3.5 LITRE ALLOY VB, 
ENGINE WARRANTED 20,000 MILES 
SINGLE 40 DCOE WEBER CARB, 
FRONT AIR SPOILER, 

'5 SPEED GEARBOX. 


BEWARE OF IMITATIONS 


NONE GENUINE UNLESS BEARING THE ABOVE MOTIF 
NOW IN THIRD YEAR OF PRODUCTION 
COSTELLO MOTOR ENGINEERING LTD. 
OFFER:— 

BETTER ROAD HOLDING @ BETTER PERFORMANCE 
EASIER ACCESSIBILITY @ EASIER MAINTENANCE 
(ROADSTER 0-60 MPH 6.5 SECS. TOP SPEED 132 MPH PLUS) 
COSTELLO MOTOR ENGINEERING LTD. 
FARNBOROUGH WAY, FARNBOROUGH (KENT) 58919 
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Discreet "V8 


NEW CAR 


‘badges and Dunlop alloy wheels identify the new MG. An unsightly 


power bulge 


Effortless MGB GT V8 


By JOHN BOLSTER 


‘The MGB is a Jong-lived sports car and even 
the GT fixed-head version dates from 1965, 
Though it is a useful performer with its 
Lfslitte four-cylinder engine, there is a 
demand for a more potent model with the 
luxury of multi-cylinders. Because 1 am 
basically a kind man, 1 shail not mention the 
MGC, except to say that it was doomed to 
failure because the long and immensely 
heavy iron engine put t00 much weight up 
front 

The light-alloy VB now used actually weighs 
less than the four-cylinder, though some extra 
equipment, required for ‘the various safety 
‘and pollution regulations, cancels that advan- 
tage. The good balance of the MGB is not 
disturbed, and, by moving the two SU 
buretters’ to the rear of the engine, an 
unsightly bulge in the bonnet Is avoided. A 
radiator of increased capacity, with two 
Clectric fans to reduce noise and power loss, 
is fitted along with an oil cooler 

‘The Rover engine has a slightly reduced 
compression ratio in the interest of pollution 
requirements and the greater torque has per 
mitted the gearbox ratios to be made closer; 


the axle ratio is 3.07 instead of 3.91 to 1. 
The bonnet is extremely full of machinery 
bbut accessibility for most of the routine ser 
Vicing jobs is good. 

Perhaps the appearance Is beginning to date 
4 little, but this well-loved car is still attrac 
tive to the enthusiast and the door in the 
back for luggage s such a sensible cefine- 
ment, The seats are quite easy to enter and 
the driving position is good, apart from the 
pedals which could be more advantageously 
Placed 

‘On the road, the car has a most effortiess 
performance, accelerating rapidly "on the 
Righer gears and flying up hills in top. I 
reached an indicated 125 mph in direct top, 
with the rev-counter just in the red, and 127 
mph in overdrive, The Laycock unit being a 
standard fitment. The claimed maximum of 
121.8 mph is therefore probably a somewhat 
modest assertion as I did not have a long 
straight road at my disposal 

‘The engine is outstandingly quiet, even at 
maximum revs, though there is "a slight 
whine from the gearbox on the lower gears 
and the change tended to be stiff on the test 


Attractive interior. The structure meets worldwide safety regulations, 
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Not much room to spare. The alloy V8 is a 
snug fit 

car, which was admittedly barely run in. The 
absence of road noise is most praiseworthy 
but this, along with the quiet engine, tends to 
emphasise the level of wind noise, which is 
very pronounced at high speeds. 

The handling is very much like that of the 
4-cylinder MGB, though the steering seems a 
litte lighter. There is no sign of the massive 
lundersteer of the MGC or of the violent 
change to oversteer of that car. Instead, one 
has the very moderate understeer of the 
MGB with a gentle transition towards over- 
steer under extreme conditions, The ride is 
fairly hard, but this is accepted with sports 
cara, and the high-speed stability is. good. 

With a bonnet so full of engine, I was 
expecting a disagreeable heat transfer into 
the body when I drove the car hard on a 
really hot day, This is the curse of front- 
engined rear-drive sports cars and 1 am 
Gelighted to report that the MG is entirely 
innocent of this fault. The ventilators on the 
instrument panel are quite effective, too. 

‘The MGB GT VS is a very refined sports 
car, ‘with plenty of performance, and most 
owners will obtain 20 mpg or more. It will 
be the subject of a full road test in due 
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The man who made Grand Prix history 


By MIKE DOODSON 


Jackie Stewart equalled Jim Clark's record of 25 Grand Prix victories at Monaco on June 3, and his 
win at Zandvoort on July 29 topped Clark's total to make John Young Stewart the top-scoring 
GP driver of all time. Clark took less than six years to score his 25 and, inevitably, there'll be those 
who point out that Stewart took eight and a half seasons to do the same thing. Of course, say others, 
Stewart has been less well served than Clark by his machinery: the third year with BRM (1967) 
produced no wins at all, and the transitional March-to-Tyrrell season (1970) was marked by only 
one. But while the statisticians will argue for many years to come, one thing is undeniable about 
Jackie Stewart ; that he has fundamentally altered the layman's concept of motor racing, and of 


drivers in particular. 


a calculating businessman —an uo- 
nly successful one— that most people 
will think of Jackie Stewart. Denis Jenkin 
son once suggested that he was " computer 
k that as a compliment,” says 
If I were ever to become a com 
puter, I would take that as a tribute because 
Te would mean that I had programmed my 
talent Into the art in the finest form. But 
unfortunately I'm not in that position, 

“1 sincerely feel (when people talk about 
being computerised) that to be a good driver 
requires an enormous amount of sheer talent 
Ina Formula 1 car, you need enormous 
concentration, . . to go round as cleanly, as 
precisely and as fast into each corner, then 
fo. brake, to comer, to accelerate cleanly 
‘And the combination of versatility of a driver 
today —in being able to adapt his natural 
talent to his mental concentration — is. such 
that, yes, it is a litte clinical in that respect, 
But that’s only because he's reached his art.” 

‘Unconsciously or otherwise, Stewart 
matches himself to Clark in many ways. He 
plainly feels that achieving Clark-like results 
fs a yardstick, one that he set himself ma 
years ago. "It was a long time before 1 had 
the feeling that I ‘reached my art,” and I 
remember when I got it. It was the American 
GP of 1968, the first time I ever got out of 
4 Grand Prix car and felt that I had driven 
4 race like Jim Clark. T always saw 
Griving lke that, the whole thing. 1 2 
race there that 1 was proud of, in reflection 
of Jimmy. 

‘And racing 
enjoyment. 
circuits which he patticularly liked 


of genuine 


Carlo still gives me a lot of pleasure, 1 
should think that’s my high as far as pleasure 
is concerned. There are other race tracks 
which I find satisfying when 1 do them, they 
‘are numerous. You can put a car into a comer 
fat one point, perhaps you ‘live just for one 
corner per lap to get that feeling of satisfac: 
tion to know that you've done it so well. It 
doesn’t have to be the whole race track.” 
it's even been suggested that the snob io 
Stewart over-rides his normal concern with 
safety when it comes to tackling the glamour. 
boys’ GP round the streets of the Principality 
Some have expressed fears that it woulda’t 
take much of a shunt to send a car over the 
barriers and into the crowd. George Follmer 
lost a wing in practice this year, and f 
fluttered down almost into the spot where 
the Rainiers were to spectate on race day 
Does this temper his affection for the place 
in any way? 
No, it only encourages me to do more 


things for ‘Monaco in the way of débris 
fences and that sort of thing, which is being 


vided all the way along has been 
‘They've modernised what they have ins 
more progressive way than most other race 
tracks, and ina way which most other 


people don't realise 

Every time we've suggested something at 
Monaco, we've got it, It's been a case of 
having to point it out, just the same as it's 


been a question of pointing things out oo 
circuits with a whole lot more hazards. I'm 
‘very encouraged by the fact that more people 
Took ‘at circuits from the safety angle, and 


spot risk areas, 


remember having 
come to me and 
going to believe this, but there's, 
here that's behind the trees!" Pi 
ing to Laguna for years, but he onl 
in 1971, These are things that woulda’ 
happened before, had this awareness of 
not been created, and I'm very prow 
maybe I've had a little bit to do with it.” 
Now that the CSI itself has taken a firme 
grip on matters of circuit safety, 
eye is turning in other directions, ni 
driver protection. “The protection in the 
‘cockpits Is not. nearly good enough, 
instance, and they could still 
‘The new car regulations  (erush-struct 
etc) help towards that, but I think a 
‘still possible ina mo 
hion to 
lly, we're 


Not that he foresees a time when every 
fone is racing heavily reinforced NASCAR 
type touring cars, as has been suggested. 
NASCAR has a’ great safety record, and 
they do it without diminishing the spectacle 
of the racing itself, which is interesting in 
view of the criticism T have received, It's 
1 good reply to the people who come and 


say "Oh look, you're making it so safe that 
jewart in the Matra MS80 at Monza where 
1 clinched his first championship, 
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t's no longer a spectacle because there’s no 
danger.’ But when you see one of these big 
muthas lumber round, turn over seven times, 
and the driver walks out W's: rather 
‘encouraging, 

“Tm not saying that we should arrive in 
that sort of condition in Formula 1, because 
[firmly believe that Grands Prix should be 
fun to an open-wheel formula, 
should remain a thorough-bred as aj 
heavyweight monster-type thing. It doesn’t 
mean to say that they should be dangerous 
because they're thoroughbreds, but if we can 
ways be improving the safety without in 
any way having a detrimental effect on the 
purity of it, that's good. 

“Motor sport has an enormous heritage, 
and it's tremendously Important to continue 
fm that, Lots of people might think that T'm 
fan ‘ali-modern man,’ but that's not really 
true, For example, one of the reasons that 
Tillke Monte Carlo is because of its past, and 
because of the ambience the ‘nostalgia 
that Monaco provides to the atmosphere of 
motor racing, to the people, and the effect 


that it has on the type of people who go 
there 
‘Monaco, like Stewart himself, is fashion. 


fable and irendy. It was tronic last year that 
be should have been put out of racing briefly 
by the fashionable ailment of a stomach ulcer. 
Te meant that he missed the Belgian GP, 
missed a lot of Important testing, and pos 
sibly missed his third world championship 
ie. “I don’t want to make any excuses, 
but I wasn’t well at all last year. 1 twice 
spun the McLaren CanAm car’ track-testing 
1 spun more times in the early part of 

inst’ year than T had in the previous two years 
of motor racing. And I couldn't account for 
i 

“1 know now what it was:” my area of 
concentration ‘was minus what” It nor 
mally is. My area of perception was less 
than it normally is. . . Jackie Stewart just 
wasn't Jackie Stewart, One day when we 
went testing at Nivelles I couldn't drive be: 
cause T'was too dizzy! I had to get ona 
plane and come home: I'd never done that 

ts fine now, though, behaving itself 
very well, and it’s not affecting my perform: 
fance in any way. I still have to be very 
ful with my diet, I don't eat on aeroplanes 
when I can avoid it, that sort of thing. 1 
have. very. good medical advice, too: they 
expected me to have trouble with It in the 

ing and the autumn, but the trouble as 
far as the ulcer is concemed is that 1 don’t 
have a spring or an autumn. I'm always. in 
the summer, so my ulcer doesn't know what 
season It ik” 
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‘And although his racing programme has 


been greatly reduced, Stewart is still a busy 
man. He's compering an ABC TV series in 
the US (which means more than a dozen 
transatlantic trips this summer), and instead 
of CanAm he plans to do a couple of touring 

Tt looks as though he's consciously winding 
down his career, ulcer of no ulcer. 1 asked 
if that was how he saw things, and got a 
firm reply. “No, I'm as active as I've ever 
been, in as many ways as T've time to do. 
Tm perhaps looking forward to more fi 
reaching things than I was before, in the 
knowledge that I do want to retire. But T 
haven't said when I'm going to retire, and 
if T knew it now, I'd probably pack up now. 
But I know that retirements not 00. fa 
away, and therefore the contracts that I'm 
writing now are on the basis of telling 
people, “Look, I'm not going to be driving 
for five more years.” I'm telling them frankly 
that if T don't drive I'l have more time 
to do the work they want me for. 

“This is absolutely true. A top racing 
river today, in his company affiliations, can’t 
ive ax good value to those companies as 
2 retired racing driver can. There just isn't 
enough time, there isn’t enough space in my 
life to pour out the things that 1 think I'm 
able to do for other companies in the pro: 
motion of our sport and the things that 1 
think can benefit it." 

‘What, I wondered, did Jackie see himself 
doing once he had taken the decision to step 
down? “1 don't know T wish 1 knew 
the answer,” was the hesitant reply. But he'd 
obviously given the matter some close 
thought, because he continued, “1 don't know 
about siaying very deeply involved in racing. 
'd like to be involved, but I've been a long 
time in racing and I count myself as a fairly 
imaginative person. 1 wouldn't like to find 
myself bogged down within the same small 
world, and it is a small world. 1 want to 
try to do new things, different things, and it's 
‘a challenge to me. At the moment I don’ 
know what they are. But I know that I won't 
de leaving motor racing altogether, there's 
no question of that.” 

‘What about the acting career, and the 
Alistair McLean film which seems to be 
hanging fire? Is Jackle Stewart really going 
to take over as a new Errol Flynn? "The 
movie industry Itself doesn’t excite me at 
all, in fact it’s quite the reverse. 1 don't like 
the movie industry . . . basically I think I'm 
4 fairly honest person, and 1 don't think that 
the movie industry is as honest as that. I 
have done a lot of on-camera stuff, and 
omeone seem to think that I'm good enough 


to do it, so I'm going to have a try. If I'm 
not good at it, well then I'll get shot to 
flames. But if you don’t try anything in lif 
then you're going to be an awful nice Mister 
Average.” 

‘The word "honest ” js one that constantly 
cropped up in Jackie's conversation, and its 
& quality that he values very highly. But a 
fully honest explanation of a second or third 
place in a race is not always consistent with 
the solidarity of a team and its sponsors. 
‘There have been occasions in the past when 
Stewart's car has finished a race with (for 
example) serious tyre troubles. Does describ 
ing these as ‘a handling difficulty" as post- 
race press interviews amount to a lack of 
hhonesty with the press? 

'No, no,” he affirms. “What 1 don't do 
—and' this is something where I'm very 
strict with myself —I don't tell lies, If som 
body says to me ' Did that tyre blister?’ I've 
never said ‘No’ when it has blistered. If T 
say that it is a handling problem, then it is 
4 handling problem. It's not that'I'm telling 
4 lie, although perhaps I'm not telling every: 
th 


" 
“If 1 turned round and  bad-mouthed 
everyone for every small mistake they made, 
then I'd be less than an ambassador for 
that company. In the case of Goodyear, they 
deserve a large part of the credit for any 
success which the team may have. Nobody 
credits them when they're doing well, they 
only hit them when they're down. 

in the case of the team, we were in 
serious trouble at (for example) Inte 
It was a whole team problem, but it was not 
my position to say ‘Jesus, this Tyrrell’s a 
heap, Ken Tyrrell and Derek Gardner haven't 
got a clue what's going on. I mean to say, 
we'd come from the US GP, where It walked 
over everybody, #0 n0 one ‘could turn round 
fand say it was rubbish, People tend to 
Peet too much, and too often. Since 1968 
they've expected us to do things, and work 
things out if you're not superior then 
someone's got to find an answer for it 
somehow.” 

‘Stewart doesn't claim to be superior, and 
ever has done, As he told Barrie Gill on 
Wheelbase recently, “the great thing about 

jotor racing is that winning sets you Up as 
irpet_for someone to knock down in the 
next race.” The man who was knocking him 
off the perch early in the season was, of 
‘course, Emerson Fittipaldi. I tried, unsuc 
fully, to get Stewart to tell me if the 


any areas in which he thought Fittipaldi was 
Superior to him on the track. 

Knitting his brow, he had to think hard 
for an answer. “It’s very difficult for me to 


‘Stewart's first ever GP win was at Monza in 1965 with the 1.5 litre BRM. 


analyse another driver in that way, to say in 
which way he's better than me. I've always 
thought that some drivers are better than I 
am in certain circumstances, under certain 
conditions, on certain days ‘and you 
know I've never claimed to be the best 
driver. So it’s very difficult for me to say I 
leas adequate in this way: 1 don’t feel a 
vacuum of talent or natural ability.” 

‘Could it be, I asked, that Fittipaldi en- 
Joyed the innate confidence of a man who’ 
yet to have a serious accident in a racing 
car? "In Emerson's case, no, 1 don’t think 
0. Undoubtedly he'll have OF two, We 
fall have them, That might affect him in 
Detter way too. .. I don’t mean that he's 
losing by it now, but there is something, an 
Ingredient and’ I scoffed when someone 
‘sald this to me— that 'So-and-s0 needs an 
accident to become a better driver. 

“But I think there is something in there 
that makes you realise you're not untouch- 
able, that you're not impregnable. And this 
fsa reality which most men don't under- 
tand, I mean most men don’t think they're 
going to be discovered screwing somebody, 
‘and most men don’t think they're going to 
hhave an accident on the road. So, when it 
happens, it's something that makes a hard 
impression. It’s like my ulcer, because follow. 
{ing my ulcer I'm a more balanced man as f 
‘as my attitude towards my physical 
‘capability is concerned. ‘That's a closer com- 
parison in fact, though I don’t mean that 
Emerson needs that sort of set-back, because 
L think his driving at the moment is really 


well balanced. 

The Fittipaldis and the Stewarts live not 
too far away from each other in Switzerland, 
tand spend quite a lot of time in each other's 


being really serious, and continued, hesitantly 
‘Now it’s true that Helen . . I don’t know if 
Tm being very open with you... Helen 
ihas been hit consistently badly because we've 
een close to these people. And when you're 
ripped apart like that, I mean bang-bang-bang 
tnd your husband's doing the same job 
—and every time you get close to someone 
they're wiped out, then you say to yourself 
*T-don't want to be involved any more with 
someone who's going to be involved with 
that open-risk factor. 

's friends now —her per 

re not down that pit la 
‘they're outside of motor 
t been a conscious thing 


racing. This ha 
fon het part, saying *I don't want to be friends 
with Barbro (Ronnie's girlfriend) or with 


anyone else." And, of course, we're friends 
with Emerson and Maria-Helena, we spend 
4 lot of time together. But I think, really — 
fand I say this maybe privately a little— that 
there is little block with Helen now that 
‘stops the intimacy of friendship that was 
there before.” 

it was time to switch the subject, I felt. 
‘The Interview had perhaps strayed into the 
realms of the colour supplements, We started 
talking in Stewart's hotel room that_morn- 
ing in the Sao Paulo Hilton, and were to 
continue elsewhere. Now we were in the 
Goodyear bus In the Interlagos paddock, and 
the cars were moving out on to the track 
Ken will fire me if I don't go now,” said 
Jackie, picking up his helmet. He trotted 
‘across the paddock in that jaunty style which 
offends so many people, jumping from the 
dalle of his feet as though he 
be six inches taller than the 
Providence had handed out to him. 

‘We were back in the bus when the ses- 
sion ended, and Stewart settled down to more 
Questions with the help of a bottle of water. 
Tcouldn't let the subject of Fittipaldi slip, 
and talked of the Brazilian’s scintillating 
Buenos Aires victory, where he had hauled 


Previous year, with the “old” Tyrrell, Stew. 

‘art had vanquished all. Yet this time— with 

the flat top ‘Tyrrell —he got beat by Emerson 
the “old” JI 
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‘by 30 or 40s. We weren't so 
Buenos Aires, no more than 


front end to "bite at all. It was 
istered a tyre. 1 drove hard 
‘whole way, I couldn't have driven any 


e8RS85 2 
fash 

gee 
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harder than I did, and 1 have no exci 

Att when 1 
rm usually able to do a « 
reference to. the terrific starts’ which both 
‘Tyrrell drivers seem able to pull out of the 
bag) ‘and 1 was using the traffic well, The 
significant thing about BA, which hardly any- 
fone realised, was that we were using very 
On the straight we were very 
and the only reason that I got past so 
many cars was on the straight. 1 was work: 
ing very hard to come out of the comer 
the straight very cleanly, so that 1 
But of course, with 
no wing, on the corners you don't have down: 
force. ‘The only way I kept Emerson behind 
‘by concentrating so hard, and not making 

8 mistake. 

‘The vocal Argentine fans thought diffe 
ently, and 80.00 —apparently — did Emer- 
‘ton, ‘whose fist was raised aloft any time 
Stewart cared to study his mirrors, Did 
Stewart actually block the JPS, could it be 
true. .? 

“No, No. No. I never did that, and 1 
never would do that... I never have in 
my entire career, never, never, never. But 1 
Used my normal braking distance, 1 used my 
normal piece of road, and then’I took the 
corner on my normal fine. 1 could have kept 
Emerson behind, easy, by just using the piece 
of road that he wanted. But that’s not th 
way to motor race, not in my mind, 1 never 
at any time block ‘anyone from getting past 
Now, ethically, that’s very important to me. 

‘Ali ‘this talk about ethics is enough to 
make somebody like Jenks, who was brought 

‘on old-style inter-team scrimmages, 
heartily sick. 
about his I 
zoni's Ferra year's German GP, wi 
‘Tyrrell that got stuck behind. For 
ticulate Stewart faltered slightly. 
“'T don't think it's fair for me to go over 
and say blow-by-blow what occurred, but 
think i's fair to say (pause) that there wi 
‘ certain (long pause) behaviour that woul 
fot be acceptable in any code of ethics 
(that word again) “which related to motor 
racing, either prior to the accident or when 
the accident occurred. The accident itself 1 
put down to... er... a hot-blooded 
motional reaction. I'm lost for a word to 
describe the. . . instantaneous reaction by 
him that caused the accident, that might 
certainly not have occurred had it been 
another driver, of top calibre. This weaving 
‘business down’ the straights is just not accept: 
able, not under any circumstances. The block- 
ing tactics: well, there are some drivers who 


T couldn't resist asking Jackie 
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will block when you're trying to get past. 
maybe some people might accept that as 
being cut-and-thrust, and part of the business, 


so let's assume that 
“T swear categorically that I was consider- 
ably ahead, ina position of having that 


comer tied down, when that accident 
occurred, As I've already said to you, I don’t 
tell lies, When it comes to things like that, 
V4 rather walk away and say it hasn't 
‘occurred, but there is photographic evidence 
of it, and I don’t have to justify it in my 
mind, 

“People can say “Well, you shouldn't 
have tried it on with Reggs,’ but I've been 
in motor racing a long time, and I'm very 
experienced at passing people. It's the frst 
time it's happened in such a fashion. I don't 
think it was a blatantly intentional destruc 
tive move, I think it was one of spontaneity 
I'm not accusing Regazzoni of deliberately 
erashing into me, not at all, I just say it was 
an irrational move, that’s all.” 

‘There was a strong public reaction to the 
Nurburgring incident, not entirely pro 
Stewart, especially in Switzerland, where 
some journalists wrote that Jackie had in 
dulged in brinkmanship with a character who 
‘was too hard for him, Not everyone savours 
the Stewart militancy (it Is argued also that 
war hasn't been the same since they re 

jks), and this took vocal 
jon’ when Stewart raced 
Brands Hatch for the GP. It was 
even reported that the Tyrrell was greeted 
by boos when it appeared for first practice. 
Motor racing's self-appointed PR man, it 
seemed, was slipping in his own personal 
relations 

T wondered if Jackie had been aware of 
this, Inevitably, he had. ‘"1 don’t expect to 
bbe loved everywhere, because I am very out 
spoken, and because I'm answering your 
Questions with total honesty. without. think 

to, myself that I can project a nicer 
ge by saying it differently 
‘When you're that honest, and that frank, 
and that blunt, you're obviously going to 


upset someone. Now the percentage at Brands 
Hatch started with a group of mechanics 
in their enclosure. I know where it started, 
because it's my business to find out, and 
I know the circumstances of it. It wasn’t as 
widespread as some people would like to 
make believe. If you had stood with me, 
Signing autographs for an hour after the 
race, you'd have to agree that not everybody 
hates me.” 

Possibly they booed because he only races 
once or twiceya year in England? "Yes, 1 
think they do resent that fact. But what do 
they expect me to do, carry the car around 
on my back? It's not_my decision whether 
we race or not, it's Ken Tyrrell's decision 
It he decides that economically it's unsuccess 
ful for him to race at Brands Hatch in the 
Race of Champions, because he's trying to 
get his new car ready, and because Elf is a 
French company, then that's his decision. If 
there were three non-championship Fl races 
in France this year, then I'd be driving in 
them all, whether I liked it or not. 

“But 1 can’t go alofg to Ken and say ' For 
my British public I want to race in every 
non-champlonship event,’ because he would 
turn to me and ask ‘Well, do you want a 
car for the Spanish GP or don't you?" 
or he would tell me I was going to pay the 
engine bill, because what we get paid to go 
to Brands Hatch doesn't even pay the engine 
repair bill. It's not my fault, so why should 
sit back and be crit ind abused for 
something which 
on my situation ?”" 

Even $0, Jackie's opinions on British motor 
racing reflect accurately those of Tyrrell and 
the Formula 1 constructors. "I believe there 
Js too much motor racing in Britain. 1 haven't 
studied it closely, but if we have five or six 
races in Britain each year, where Fl ca 

king. part, then I think it's too much. Brita 
you know, is the only place that's bringing 
the value down. If only they had been in 
South America and seen the crowds, or seen 
the way the press has promoted motor racing 
there! It’s deplorable how badly the British 


The second of three wins at Monaco in 1971—the Tyrrell championship year (above). JYS 
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‘Mareh’s only championship win to date at Jarama in 1970, 


press—and it’s only the trade press—has 
‘condemned our sport. How can you condemn 
@ sport that's so strong, and has a world 
‘wide appeal like ours has? What with Chap- 
man doing all that, and Tyrrell, to build up 
the prestige of an’ engineering country? The 
press is just turning round and slapping it 
in their faces. Maybe it's a British habit to 
abuse their own. 

Without Stewart, there would be no top- 
line British driver capable of winning 
regularly. Are we becoming too multi-national 
in our reactions? Jackie thinks so: “In 
Brazil the crowds chanted for a racing driver, 
Emerson, That's healthy stuf: 1 don't care 
if it wasn’t for me, after all, Brazil 
country, and I was very proud and 
that motor racing is so well received and 
wanted as that.” 

‘The suggestion about “withdrawal ” again 
implied that Jackie is thinking of retirement, 
Who, I asked, would come to take his place? 
“There's Emerson, and Ronnie, and 1 think 
Francois too. These are the three that spring 
immediately to mind. And I think Peter 
Revson. These are the four. Peter's experi- 
fence is already $0 good, 
is on his side. Every yet 
better, so he must be in thar group.” 

Retirement or no, Jackie does not intend 
to starve. He's had Mark McCormack man- 
aging his finances for four y 

in looked so rewarding. that’ both 

id Revson signed up too. I asked Jackie 

ly Mark had achieved with him, 

‘There's Wrangler clothing, and 1 have 
the clothing line in Spain plus another in 
Japan, T've got a lot of different items, especi- 
ally if 1 tell you that my non motor racing in- 
come is now about 80 per cent of my racing 

“There is one important ingredient in the 
McCormack system, that is it's a SuperStar 
system. You must-understand that you can’t 
make money on a promotional level when 
you are not a SuperStar, so it’s an investment 
for the future to join’ McCormack, getting 
their expertise in a management field, in th 
accountancy and legal levels, The’ people 
‘who make the real money from McCormack 
fare those like Amold Palmer who maki 
two-three million dollars a year, people like 
Jack Nicklaus (before he went his own way), 
Gary Player, Tony Jacklin, Jean-Claude Killy, 
Rod Laver, Pelé, all top SuperStars, 

“McCormack “has done a good job for 
me—I think—around the whole world, I'm 
known now in America and round the world, 
0 that now I'm commercially valid to « lot 
of companies, I have company affiliations 
round the world numbering 25 or 28, Some 
of thom are very mild, they dont use me out 

the open, they use’me inte 
"xt ‘this level, Ie really pays. off. There’ 
the ABC TV situation in America, and the 
exposure there is enormous. For instance, if 
Tdo a Wrangler deal, and we doa Jackie 
Stewart/Wrangler line of products, “when 
Jackie Stewart's in front of an American TV 
‘audience of 30 million, it's an extremely good 
thing for Wrangler, ai indeed it is with any 
other product lines of identification. 

Could it be the businessman in Stewart 
that people have learned to dislike? The fact 
that he has made motor racing reward him on 
his terms, and succeeded ? 

T know people might disapprove of the 
sort of media ‘that I appear in. I expect 
people to dislike it, and 1 can understand 
that, But I say to myself that if 1 were to 
please them, I'd keep quiet, T wouldn't appear 
fn the Daily Express, or be seen on Ameri- 
can TV. There would be no Radio Times 
‘story, no Playboy interview. Nor would 1 do 

to expose the sport, or the com- 
‘advantages to be reaped from th 
sport. So I hope that I've done some service 
to the sport by the way that I've allowed 
myself to be carried, by a good number of 
different companies and people.” 

‘And when Stewart finally does decide to 
bid the sport “ goodbye,’ ‘thought for 
the first British racing driver to move away 
from Britain for financial reasons. His name 
was Jim Clark, whose example Jackie 
Stewart has always tried to follow. 


his 
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Mier tackle Spevert 
wears a Rolex. 


Jackie Stewart appreciates jy 
craftsmanship. He doesn't just 
drive cars—he knows as much tea 
about their engines and mono- 
coques as does their creator, 
Ken Tyrrell. 

So he understands better 
than other less technically- 
minded people, what extra- 
ordinary skill goes into 
making a watch with as many 
guarantees as a Rolex. 

Ittakes a long time to build 


the Tyrrell Ford. It takes slight- == 
ly longer to make a Rolex. 

Jackie Stewart calls them 
the best watches in the world. He's not sur- 
prised it takes just over a year to make one. 

Our craftsmen start with a solid block of 18ct. 
gold or surgical stainless steel. After 162 opera 
tions they have carved it into a seamless Rolex 
Oyster case. 

Then, gradually, the unique components are 
fitted: the patented winding crown, which 
screws onto the case, rather like a submarine 
hatch; the rotor self-winding Perpetual move: 
ment which is so accurate that it has been 
officially certified as a Chronometer; the crystal 
which fits outside the lip of the case so that it 
actually grips even more tightly under pressure. 

Finally, after hours of testing, and a year of 
patient care, the Rolex is ready for someone as 
particular as Jackie Stewart. 


Why Mrs. Jackie Stewart 
wears a Rolex. 


Helen Stewart wears a 
si Rolex because her husband 
gave her one. It's a Rolex 
Lady-Datejust. And it’s grace- 


accurate. It looks as much at 
home in Scotland or Monte 
Carlo as she does, which is a 
good testament to beauty. 

The Lady-Datejust is made 
in exactly the sa 


’s. It's just smaller. 
Andis fitted with a special, 
~ smaller version of the famous, 
patented Rolex Winding Crown. 

The rotor self-winding Perpetual movement 

of each Lady-Datejust undergoes all the tests 
Swiss Institutes for 
al Chronometer Tests: 360 hours hanging 
in extreme temperatures, in every possible 
wrist position. 

Our craftsmen are al 
from people like Haroun 
Heyerdahl how well their watches have per- 
formed inside live volcano craters or awash on 
the Atlanti 
someone like Jackie S lewar 
good enough for his wife. 

Owning one is 
almost as satisfying 
as ing one. 


lelighted to hear 


Pictured: The 18ct. gold Day-Date and Lady-Dateiust. both with matching bracelets. 
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MONZA 
GRAND PRIX 


4 days (7th/10th Sept) 


ARCH MOTORS? from Heathrow £58 


NOT REALLY The price includes Scheduled ir flights from 
THIS IS MORE OUR LINE London Heathrow to Milan; 1st Category Hotel 


7 accommodation in Milan; tranfers Airport/Hotel 
= and to and from the Circuit, 
FFsZ ou) Limited availability BOOK NOW. 


WL PARIS MOTOR SHOW 
PREMIER bb esactirt PURO One day trip 12th October from Luton, £20. 
MOTOR RACING INDUSTRY Weekend 12th-14th October, Heathrow 


ARCH MOTOR & Manufacturing Co., Ltd. departures—from £32. 
bapeat se Ai Sd : 
Tel ; 0480 154502/61116/54949 Africa House, 
the construction of both monocoque and tubuler a dchigui, Uanidon) C2: 


SPORTS Tel: 01-242 0441 /01-242 0446, 


Lec Race Engines 


OFFER at a very reasonable price a limited number of Lec-Ford BDA Formula Atlantic engines 
with full rebuild services. These engines are very competitive as David Purley’s results have shown 
this season. 


Ring KEN HORTON or MIKE EARLE at BOGNOR 25914 
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Peter Wardle leads John Nicholson and Geoff Friswell in the Atlantic race, 


BRANDS HATCH 


Pop-star entertainment 
at Luxembourg day 


By PAUL KING 


Eleven thousand spectators turned up for the 
‘much publicised Radio Luxembourg Day at 
jrands Hatch last Sunday. The Sutton and 
‘Cheam MC had quite a task on thelr hands 
keeping the teeny-boppers off the circuit, but 
they coped with the situation pretty well, 
although one girl managed to get on the track 
during a race, being whisked off as quickly 
‘she had run on. Radio Luxembourg spon- 
sored cars also had a good day, the Shell- 
‘Sport F5000 Lola of Tom Belso winning the 
closely fought libre race, with both the Lola 
and Vern Schuppan in the Rondel Racing F2 
Motul breaking the libre record. 

Luxembourg disc jockeys Tony Prince (the 
Royal Ruler) and Paul Burnett, interviewed 
host of pop stars including Slade, which 
fave the security forces a bit of a headach 
Suzi Quatro, New World and the delicious 
Olivia Newton-John, who all seemed to be 
enjoying themselves. Dennis Priddle gave the 
ShellSport Luxembourg dragster a demon- 
stration, and came very close to having an 
accident on top straight. On the racing side 
Rob Mason (Mini Clubman) and Nick Whiting 
(Ford Escort) scored wins in the MCD Saloon 
championship races while Peter Wardle’s luck 
held out for a change, his Surtees TS15 
scoring maximum points in the BP Formula 
Atlantic Championship round. The BDRC’s 
‘Tony Salmon chose Brands for him to present 
David Purley with an award for his Zandvoort 
bravery, the presentation being very well 
applauded. The popular Bognor Regis driver 
‘Went on to win the ShellSport Mexico race. 

‘After early morning fog had delayed prac- 
tice, training sessions got under way for 
Formula Ford, the winner of their 10 lepper 
collecting the Lindair Trophy. Practice had 
decided that Frank Hopper’s Royale would be 
fon pole, while Richard Morgan's Ray and 
Will Arif’s Merlyn Mk 20A would join him 
fon the front row. The Irishman's Royale led 


Pictures by GERRY STREAM 


off the line followed by Morgan, while Arif 
lost third place by spinning at Druids on 
ap 3. Morgan stayed with Hopper for nine 
and three-quarter laps, coming to grief at 
Clearways on the last lap when Mike Mor- 
ind's Royale moved over to let Hopper through 
but did not see the Ray which was trying to 
inside Hopper. The ensuing tangle elimin 
ted both the backmarker and Morgan. This 
gave Jorge Koechlin’s Merlyn second place 
after he had disposed of Mike Blanchet’s Lotus 
GIM on lap 4, who was demoted another place 
by Len Fletcher's Merlyn at the end of lap 5. 
For the preliminaries leading up to the 
Mexico race for pop stars there seemed more 
people on the grid than for a GP. Cars 
were allotted to the stars by drawing the 
umber out of & hat 
ShellSport Mexicos are being used. Suzi 
Quatro planned to have a race, but had to 
withdraw, "I have a fever” she explained 
in her strong Detroit accent, while members 
‘of Slade arrived too late to practice. With 
fa name like Keith Emerson, the one-third part 
of Emerson, Lake & Palmer, he had to be 
pretty good, and in fact he was by making 
the early running from the third row. How- 
ever, jazz king Ronnie Scott had benefited 
from an MRS course, and he was shadowing 
Emerson closely. His relentless pressure paid 
‘off, for when he took the lead on Bottom 
Straight on the second lap, the rock artiste 
had a big spin at Kidney and smote the bank 
quite hard. Emerson's colleague Carl Palmer 
‘obviously was amused at what had happened 
and he promptly went off at Clearways with 
very little damage. Greg Lake kept his head 
however to finish second well behind Scott 
and well ahead of Geordie Brian Gibson. 
‘Although John Schneider's Mini was on 
pole he couldn't make good use of it and it 
was left to Rob Mason’s Clubman to lead the 
smaller MCD Saloon championship round from 


fter several attempts to oust Mason, he tried 
a little too hard at Clearways on the last lap, 
spinning down to third place. Behind the 
fourth placed Sigma Mini of Roger Saunders, 
‘Schneider had his mirrors full of Nell Dine 
850 class-leading Mini, and they were given 
the same time after 10 laps, 

For the quality of the entry for the 20-lap 
BP Formula Atlantic Championship round, 0 
racing was a little disappointing. Three di 
ferent marques occupied the front row, Pet 
Wardle's Surtees-Eden TS15. claiming pol 
02s quicker than joint championship leader 
John Nicholson in the Pinch (Plant) Lync 
‘with self-prepared BDA with Geoff Friswell's 
March-Hart 738 completing the front row. 
David. Purley's March-Lec 722 equalled the 
exClubmen's star time and the Fl new- 
comer was joined on the second row by Cyd 
Williams’ Graham Eden Racing Brabham 
Eden BT40, 


Wardle set the pace right from the begin- 
ning from Nicholson, Friswell, John Wing- 
field's Marshal Wingfield Brabham BT40 (his 
self-tuned car making a good start from the 
middle of the third row), Williams, Stan 
Matthews’ Promoto March-RES 723, Jas Pi 
terson's March-Hart 73B and Purley, who had 
some work to do after a tardy start. It was 
the Lec driver who injected a bit of life into 
the race, picking up a place on the second 
Jap and two places on the next tour, although 
it wasn’t until lap 7 that he got to within 
striking distance of little Cyd. With Purley 
pressing Williams, the two of them hauled 
themselves up to Friswell, Wardle and Nichol- 
son lapping 2-3 5 apart.” They were still in 
the same order at half distance, Purley being 
followed by Wingfield, Matthews, Patterson 
and Stephen Choularton's March-RES 73B 
‘which had Ken Bailey's H & J Quick Group 
March-RES breathing down its exhaust pipe. 


With six laps to run Friswell made his 
third place a little safer, while a lap later 
Purley lost touch with Williams when the 
March ran wide at the bottom of Paddock, 
land so the top 10 places remained static for 
the second half of the race. With his second 
place Nicholson now has a four point lead 
over Purley, these two seemingly being the 
‘only ones now involved in the title chase, 
{5 the next two in the series, Colin Vanderveli 
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and Tom Pryce are more involved in Formula 
2 


‘Owing to an organisational cock-up, Martin 
‘Thomas’ new Chevrolet Camaro was turfed off 
the middle of the front row for the production, 
saloon race and put at the back, as Thomas 
was only a reserve and it was thought that 
20 cars were already on the grid. For this 
Radio Luxembourg Trophy race it was only 
ight that Tony Lanfranchi’s | ShellSport 
Luxembourg 3.0 BMW Si should be on pole 
although he was beaten into Paddock by 
Holman Blackburn's Hermetite Products 3.0 
Capri," For the first four laps the Capri and 
the BMW crossed the line absolutely side by 
side, the BMW doing most of the leading 
Unfortunately Blackburn lost touch on lap fiv 
with a big moment up Pilgrims Rise, and the 
big BMW, the handling of which had deteri- 
rated considerably overnight, romped away 
to another ‘win. Meanwhile Thomas 
was rocketing through the field, moving into 

‘at the expense of Blackburn on 
lap six, but he could not make too much 
{impression on Lanfranchi, falling short by 5 s, 
Zekia Redjep drove a steady race with his 
B-litre Capri to finish fourth ahead of David 
Cox's Mazda RX3, the first five all being in 


ce of Bernard Unett, Richard 
Scantlebury's Opel Ascona finished sixth and 
topped the £1050 to £1500 class. Les Nash's 


Morris Marina and Tony Stubb's Moskvich 
won the two smaller classes with ease. Break- 
fast host Noel Edmonds should have had his 


super in practice, and 

Formula 1, sports ct 
and now Formula 2, ‘Vern Schuppan has 
really been through the formulae this year, 
fand it’s been most unfortunate that he has 
been unable to secure a regular drive, This 
time he was deputising for Tim Schenken who 
was deputising for Tom Pryce in the works 
Luxembourg Rondel Motul ML, Schenken’ 
car in fact. Delighted with the car, he 
annexed pole for the 20-lap Radio Luxem- 
bourg Trophy Formula libre race. Radio 208 
‘were also represented In the middle of the 
front row by Tom Belso's F5000 Lola 7330 in 
ts usual “ShellSport colours and David 
Purley's FA March completed the front rank. 
‘Tony Trimmer's Portobello Inn F5000 McLaren 
MIS shared the second row with Jas Patter- 
fon's FA March, and in fact it was Trimmer 
who made the best start, Schuppan struggling 
f@ little at the start. Belso got by Trimmer 
at the end of the opening lap and for the 
next 10 laps it turned into a bit of 9 
procession, Then on lap 11, Trimmer a 
Schuppan closed up on Belso and we had 
a race on our hands. Although the order 
remained the same when the chequered flag 
came out, a second covered them. Over 
taking with these expensive cars wasn’t really 
fon the cards with a lot of slower Formula 
Ford also circulating, although both Schuppan 
fand Belso knocked 0.8 s off Alan Rollinson’s 
Iibre lap record, Purley and Patterson finished 
in lonely fifth and sixth places the only 
‘others to complete the full distance. 

The big MCD Saloon championship race 
saw two firsts. The first time Colin Hawker’s 
immaculate Toleman's Delivery Service DFV 


5000, GI rally cars 


‘engined Ford Capri had appeared in_ public, 
‘and 


0 the first time Chris Meek's F2 BDG 
ined Princess Ita Ford Escort had appeared 
‘at Brands. Although the Escort was quickest 
Jn practice breaking the lap record in the 
process, as both he and Hawker were reserves 
fon the back row too. It's about 
regarding reserves and grid 
positions is claeified once and for all. 
‘Meek’s path to Paddock was completely 
blocked so he had to take things steadily as 
Nick Whiting’s Escort streaked off into the 
distance followed by Rob Mason's Arco 
Mini.” By the fourth lap Meek was in second 
place over 10 5 behind Whiting. However 
Meek was unable to. make any. impression 
fon Whiting as a rear wheel was falling off as 
‘was about to collapse. Mason 
ave a secure third place, but 
Brian Cox's Longman BDA Mini Clubman was 
travelling up the lap charts quickly after 
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Lanfranchi heads the ShellSport Mexico contenders, while autocrossing goes on behind. 


starting from the back, failing to catch the 
more conventional Mini by 06 s. After 
planting his Anglia twin-cam on the middle 
of the front row, Tony Mann was running 
third, until he spun _down the fleld at Pad- 
dock’ on lap three, Tony Sugden’s similarly- 
engined Brook Hire Escort. inheriting the 
place until Meek came on the scene. 

The ShellSport Celebrity Mexico race was 
the best of the day. From the middle of 
the front row Tony Lanfranchi made the run: 
ning. and had a handy lead until lap seven 
when Rob Mason caught on to his tail. The 
dice ended unfortunately, when Mason gave 
Lanfranchi an unnecessary shove at Druids and 
they both went spinning down the hill, leaving 
David Purley to claim the Ekco ‘Hostess 
cabinet heat tray for the winner. The 


FI/FA driver hadn't found it easy however 
starting from the sixth row, his hardest task 
being to get_by the impressive star MRS 
pupil Trevor Scarborough, who was mixing it 
with the best of them, | Trimmer was also 
involved with the leading group, but he was 
‘edged out of third place on lap five by Scar- 
borough, dropping another couple of places 
before ‘the finish. Although only inches 
separated Scarborough and Whiting for second 
place 04 s separated them on the watch. 
Norman Greenaway caused a certain amount 
‘of amusement by making sure everyone knew 
that fellow commentator Anthony Marsh was 
ast on every lap. Noel Edmonds was al 
kiven a run, finishing 11th after a couple 
of moments. As the results sheet sald— 
“Race Incidents : Numerous. 


‘Schuppan, Belso and Purley start off the front row in the Atlantic race, 
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Distributors for 
KENT & EAST SUSSEX 
NORMAND (Bromley) 


BROMLEY HILL GARAGE, 
BROMLEY HILL, BROMLEY, KENT. 


Please telephone 01-460 1194 
FOR THE FULL 


SAAB 
RANGE IN KENT 


Demonstration cars are 
of course available 


(A member of the Normand Group of Companies) 


THE BIG HEALEY PEOPLE 
D.S. Motor Engineering Co. 


WE HAVE MOVED TO LARGER PREMISES: 
1-7 CORSICA STREET, HOLLOWAY, 
LONDON, N.7 TEL : 01-226 5821/4 


We offer a comprehensive service for the big 
Healey owner, full workshop facilities for all 
types of work. Comprehensive Healey spares. 
Our stock includes: Road rally cylinder head 
conversions (ready to fit with all new valves, 
guides, etc.) £58.00. 


6 branch exhaust manifolds £30.00. Glassfibre 
and steel panels, badges, body miouldings, etc. 
All engine parts, 14 leaf rear springs, standard 
springs, Koni damper conversions, Standard 
Armstrong dampers, all brake parts, etc, etc. 
S.AE. for full lists. 


We were first 
with SAAB in Sussex 


BALLAMYS GARAGE 
(SHOREHAM) LTD. 


120 HIGH STREET, 
SHOREHAM 
Telephone SHOREHAM 2456 


We are STILL the first 


for SAAS in Sussex 


Demonstration cars 
are of course available 


You can’t run away 
from smelly feet! 


Slip a pair of Fresh-Sox into your shoes and 
forget about foot odour. Only Fresh-Sox 
have layers of activated carbon which absorb 
odour day after day. Feet are left fresh and 
sweet. Do your feet a favour-they deserve it! 


Fresh-Sox 
simply stop foot odour 


‘Available Irom Boots and leading chemists 


AUTOSPORT, AUGUST 16, 1973 


MONDELLO 


The hectic battle for second place in the opening laps of the Clubmen's Super Sports race 
featuring the U2s of Rothwell, Martin, Malloch, Sytner, Conroy's Gryphon C73 and Martin's U2 


Heeley wins for Gryphon 


The weather man had all his demon tricks 
lined up for the Carlow Car Club's ShellSp 
Mexico Meeting, at Mondello Park on Aug 
Monday (6th), including downpours of rain, 
thunder and lightning, bitterly cold wind 
and. beilliant 


racing. Ken Fildes scored a brilliant win In 
the ShellSport Mexico feature, the Formula 
Ireland man showing everyone the way to 
do it in the first part and finishing second to 
‘saloon man Vinney Moy In the second part 
to take the overall placing on aggregate 
results, Ford of Ireland and Irish Shell & 
BP Ld, borrowed the impressive fleet of 
colourful ShellSport Mexicos for the occasion. 

Four British clubmen, who had raced at 
Mallory on the previous day, made it to 
Mondello the long way around, via Liverpool 
and Belfast, for the ShellSport Super Sports 
race, but had to play second fiddle to Irish: 
men’ Richie Heeley (Gryphon C73) and Mike 
Martin (U2 Mk 12), with Frank Sytner taking 
his U2 Mk 118 to thind ahead of the simi 
works car of Richard Mallock 

‘With P. J. Fallon’s MG Midget sidelined on 
the first lap with clutch trouble, it was left 
to the similar cars of Brian Tuite and Don 
Kissane to dominate the opening race, for 
modsports, with Tuite taking the honours by 
22. and no one else in the hunt at all 
There was & similar result in the Formula 
Ford, with Paul Eastwood taking his Crosslé 
25F to a 2.2 5 win over the Merlyn Mk 20 of 
Harry Acheson. 

Ken Fildes certainly weighed up the hand: 
ling of a ShellSport Mexico in the first. 10. 
lapper for these cars, and using all the road 
by letting the car slide out of every corner 
before gently turning on the power, he gradu, 
ally but surely pulled away from the rest of 
the pack, After much spinning. bumping and 
boring, the final order was Fildes by the huge 
margin of 248 s over David Hall, who piped 
Patsy McGarrity for second by 0.8 s, with 
Richie Heeley a close fourth in front of Don 
Kissane and P. J. Fallon, 

U2 men Frank Sytner and Richard Mallock 
were badly handicapped by tyres for the 
ShellSport Super Sports race, having a choice 
fof only slicks or narrow wets but none of 
the essential wide wets for the prevailing 
track and weather conditions. Worse off of 
all was Steve Russell, who had previously 
raced a Formula Ford on one occasion at 
Mondello, but whose U2 was equipped only 
with slicks. Richie Heeley, his Capital Tea 
Gryphon on the latest Firestone 2WB 36s 
rocketed off the line to lead into Shell, and a 
truly amazing second was Ivan Rothwell in 
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his smart Toffo-U2 Mk 1B. in front. of 
Richard Mallock and the Liam Cullen Gryphon 
C73 Of Richie Conroy. From the back of the 
grid, having missed most of the first official 
practice session came Mike Martin in the 
de Dion axle, Motor Supplies /Combat Cancer, 
Martinised-U2 Mk. 12, followed by Frank 
Sytner and Tony Martin, also from well down 
fon the grid. 

Out front Heeley proceeded to open a 
respectable gap, with Rothwell grimly holding 
fon to his second spot. On lap 3, Steve 
Russell retired as the rains started to fall 
and on lap 4, Mike Martin took over second 
from Rothwell. By the fifth lap it was really 
wet, and the pressure was too much for 
Rothwell who fell right back behind Martin 
Mallock, Sytner and Tony Martin, and on the 
next lap, Rothwell was taken by Conroy. 
There was just no catching Heeley, despite 
slight nonsense on to the grass. at Shell 
Dut Mike Martin spun on lap ‘6 and on lap 7 
and he fell back behind Mallock and Sytner, 
Tt was Mallock’s turn to spin next, so that 
on lap 8 the order was Heeley, Sytner, 
Martin, Mallock, Tony Martin, Conroy and 
Rothwell, with an unhappy Peter Evans trail 
ing the ‘fleld in his Lotus 7X-based Access, 
which had spent more than half the race on 
only two cylinders and decided to fire on all 
four as Evans contemplated retiring. On the 
last lap, Syiner half spun and Mike Martin 
nipped through to second by just 0.2 s, with 
Mallock 2.4 s down on his compatriot, and 
Irish ShellSport Championship leader ‘Tony 
Martin taking @ secure Afth 

Ken Fildes led the Formula Ireland race 
for one lap in the Luke Dufly Crosslé-Vega 


22F, until Nelson Todd powered past on the 
‘main straight as though he had an extra 
gear in the Charles Hurst Crosslé-Hart 22F, 
Dermot O'Leary drove a great race in the 
Crane Hire Lotus-FVA 69 to take third and 
hold off the similar FVC-powered car of 
Walter Kinnear, and finishing a long way in 
front of Arthur Collier's FVC-powered Chev- 
ron B19/23, Best placed clubman, in the 
absence of Richie Heeley, was Tony Martin 
Whose U2 Mk IIB beat the Lotus-FVA 69 of 
Paddy Farrelly. Mike Martin, Peter Evans 

John Burke (Lola T100 t/c) completed 9 laps. 
land Steve Russell only got in 7 laps wit 
his U2 Mk 11. 

‘In the second ShellSport Mexico race, Ken 
Fildes again drew No. 1 car to take’ pole 
position, but it was Vinney Moy in Escort 
No. 6 who took over the lead on lap 2 to 
win from the closely bunched trio of Fildes, 
Richie Heeley and David Hall, On aggregate 
it was Fildes by 16 s from Hall, with Hecley 
only 14s down on the second man 


BRIAN FOLEY 


Formula Ireland Crosslé driver Ken Fildes won the ShellSports Mexico feature. 


4th ROUND RAC/CASTROL NATIONAL DRAG RACING CHAMPIONSHIPS 

BLACKBUSH AR. pumas SEE 

SUNDAY, AUG 19 gap 200 m.p.h. 
DRAGSTERS 


PRESENTED BY HOT CAR AND RADIO LUXEMBOURG 
OF JOHN ANDERSON, CLIVE SKILTON, ROLAND PRATT 


ACTION STARTS 10 am 
GRANDSTANDS PLUS ALTEREDS, FUNNIES, PRO STOCKS, FUEL BIKES 
CHILDREN ADMITTED FREE 


AVAILABLE 
ot Rod and Roadster Show. Luky programme draw, Manulacturers dlepiay, The organisers 


RAC SIGN POSTED ‘ne night to alter or cancel the event without not 


pee TUNGSTON|| 


DEVELOP 
TEL: TURNERS HILL 467 380 Engine tune clinic for 
private patients only. Roll- 
ing road testing up to 


FOR EVERYTHING 300 bhp at wheels. 


ENGINE TUNING 
SAAB nd 


ROLLING ROAD TEST CLINIC 


PART EXCHANGE WELCOME 
NETHER STREET FINCHLEY CENTRAL, LONDON, N.3 


ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE EGG 
RALLY AWARD SERIES 1973 


Sponsored by the Eggs Authority 


CLUB COMPETITORS YOUR CHANCE TO WIN 
AN AVENGER OR ONE OF 100 OTHER PRIZES 


We are pleased to announce the Egg Rally ‘Award Series 1973 
This Series which is open to all holders of an RAC Restricted 
Rally Drivers Licence (except those who have had a licence of a 
higher status in the past three years) offers the average Motor 
Club competitor—drivers and navigators—the chance of winning 
one of 100 prizes totalling over £4000. The prize for the winning 
driver is an Avenger 1500 Saloon, and for his navigator a Hillman 
Super Imp Saloon. Among other prizes will be further Chrysler 
cars, Philips colour televisions, cassette and radio recorders, 
and shavers, and Smiths watches, stop watches, and clocks. 
Competitors may enter any number of Restricted Rallies during the period 
tat. September, 1973 to 31st December. 1973. ONLY A COMPETITOR'S 
HIGHEST EIGHT SCORES WILL COUNT TOWARDS THE FINAL PLACINGS. 


ENTRY FORMS AND REGULATIONS may be obtained from THE 
REGISTRAR, EGG RALLY AWARD SERIES, PO Box 37, Weybridge, Surrey. 


Please send me entry form(s) and details of THE EGG RALLY AWARD SERIES 1973. 
Name (Block capitals please) 
Address 
To: The Registrar, 
806 PALLY AWD SERIES, 
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Heavens und Fletcher head the grid at the new Luanda Autodrome 


Roger Heavens’ opening Angola win 


Story and photos by PAUL WATSON 


‘The Angola sportscar seri 
of Luanda, 
fan hour oF so to go before the s 


ened by an hour so 


teams were also sixth, seventh and 11th 


Victory In Angola, 1972 having brought him wins at Luanda and 8 


ENTRY & PRACTICE 


The new Luanda Autodrome is the brain 
child ‘of Angola's Antonio Peixinho, himself 
‘a Well known Portuguese racing driver who 
has large business interests in Angola and 
who with his partners Doctor Pinto Da 
Fonseca and Rui Gonzaga Martins have, with 
the help and support of the Government, 
financed the Luanda Autodrome scheme. 

For a country that could virtually engulf 
all of Western Europe, but whose population 
Is only 4 million, ‘the building of the 
Luanda Autodrome represents in itself a 
major financial gamble, but one that Peixinho 
is confident will pay off in the long run. It 
Is the first closed circuit to have been built 
Jn Angola, although since its completion in 
February, "1972, another circuit at Benguela 
has also been constructed to help absorb the 
reat enthusiasm for motor sport in this 
dooming and very progressive Portuguese 


‘The track itself constitutes only one part of 
the Luanda complex offering sleeping accom: 
modation and full facilities for competitors; a 
motel, three swimming pools, a complete 
Millage of bungalows, shops, a football pitch. 
& cinema and many’ other ‘modern facilities, 
hot to mention a very advanced control tower 
land pit and paddock area. Regrettably how 
fever, the complex was not fully completed in 
time for this year's International event, but it 
should certainly be for the five-race series 
starts in 1974, Not all the circuit's safety 
features are completed and at present there 
are several places where an unsuspecting com 
petitor can come to grief, a fact unfortunately 
Brought home when Rob Grant had a very 
fast and nasty accident that resulted in no 
personal injury but a completely written off 
Datsun 2402 

‘The Datsun was one of eight overseas 
teams to arrive for the three-race series, and 
this was further elevated by one with the 
last-minutes inclusion of John Rowe's South 
African-entered Chevron B19. Star overseas 
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le. third In his 


ot under way on the last Sunday of July with the Two Hours 
The race should have been titled the Three Hours of Luands, but with only 

the Fina petrol supply ran out in the middle of fuelling 
‘up, and by the time the army had flown in an emergency supply, 


the face had to be short- 
completely dominated by 


In ‘his older 1800 ce B21, The 

1600 BDA engined B19, while “overse 

Roger Heavens’ win was his third successive 
jova Lisboa. 


entry was Roger Heavens with basically the 
same Chevron B21 with which he won 
the two-race 1972 series so convincingly 
Since then the car has been completely rebuilt 


and is now {o full B23 specification. For 
sngola, the 1.8 engine Heavens had run 
in the Portuguese races was replaced by a 
fresh 1930 Smith. Co-driving with Heavens 


was his Springbok series partner Guy Tunmer 
who immediately set about putting up fastest 


fap in 2m 21.63 5 for the 6280 kilometre 
Circuit against Heavens’ slightly more sedate 
2m 2220's 

(On paper, Heavens” stiffest challenge woutd 


seem to have come from Mario Cabral and 
Antonio Peixinho in the latter's spanking new 
Lola 7292 fitted with one of three 2-litre 
Schnitzer BMW engines. However, this was 
not to be, and second fastest in practice was 
Andrew Fletcher in his elderly Chevron B21 
which started life as a BIG and was converted 
at the end of 1971 to B21 specification. Bill 
Tuckett, who had not raced since the Sprit 

bok Series also practised the car. Fletcher's 
best lap of 2 m 23.13 s was a full 51s 


faster than third man Tony Birchenbough 
inthe Dorset Foods-sponsored  ex-Guy 
Edwards Lola T290; his time of 2m 28.93 5 


failed to do him full justice, the engine run 
ning flat throughout practice, Several locals 
approached Birchenhough and other European 
driers to act as co-drivers, but their limited 
fexperience wasn't really suitable, and 
Birchenhough elected to go it alone. 

Fourth fastest was the Chevron B19/21 of 
lan Harrower and James Bell, fitted like 
Birchenhough’s Lola with 1.8 Richardson 
engine. Harrower proved quickest in practice 
with 2m 2974's. This car had a very 
troubled "practice, suffering among other 
things broken camshaft gear, and” neither 
river expected the engine to iast more than 
a handful of laps. Following Harrower on 
the grid was the Spaniard José Uriarte in 
the ‘Roy Jobnson/Alan Stubbs owned ex 
Trevor Twaites Chevron B21 which sports a 
1.8 Smith engine. Uriarte, who is better knows 


as the very rapid conductor of a Ford Escort, 
is now turning his hand to full time sportscar 
racing, and bearing in mind his previous ex: 
perience in this class of racing, 2m 31.19 5 


was a very fair performance, Roy Johnson 
was down to share the car. 
‘Sixth on the grid was the Springbok 


regular John Rowe who had brought along. 
his well used ex-Redman B19 for the second 
successive year. Rowe was co-driving. with 
Pietermaritzburg garage owner John Truter 
and their red car was fitted with a mild but 
Fellable 1.6 home-brewed BDA running on two 
twin-choke carbs, an unusual combination for 
tworitre sportscar racing. Both — drivers 
practised and Rowe was fastest in 2 m 34.89 s. 

Next was the coloured driver Santos Peras 
in Waldemar Teixeira's ex-Gold Leaf/Neves 
Locus 62, still fitted with the two-litre Vaux: 


hall engine, and going as quickly ax ever, 
Peras recorded 2 m 41.00 s, but subsequently 
failed to start after Teixeira fell out with the 


Organisers over an extra pass for his wife! 
‘Another local car, an exJohn Wyer Gulf 
GT40, was next, painted up rather scrufily in 
Gulf colours but giving Itsell away. by sport 
Ing two extraordinary and ungainly fing at the 
rear, which looked as though they should 
have supported » wing, but didn’t, The GT40 
was fitted with a 4Gditre Gurney-Weslake 
Which had reputedly been untouched since the 
mi 9-Hours of three or four years ago! 
owner of the Benguela circuit was 
the driver and the car recorded 2 m 43.02 +, 
nearly 10 2 faster than Helder da Sousa's 
1.9 Opel Manta which with 2 m 82.50 8 
headed the rather poor Group 2 entry 

Farther back Alan Stubbs started the 
already very sick 1.6 FVA-engined Scorpion 
4JB4 owned by John Blanckney, there were two 
noisy and moderately effective BMW 2002s, 
a 26ditre-Capri RS and a Group 4 2.0 Fiat 
Dino Coupé driven by a certain local who had 
only just got his licence back after a show 
of temper in front of the Governor when pre 
sented with second place prize after being 
personally convinced that he had won, What 
he said to the Governor is quite unrepeatable 
save to say that he told him what he could 
0 with the trophy ! 

Fernando Coelho drove the ex-Peixinho 
2j-itre Alfa-Romeo T33 which had lain idle 
for a year and then there were three further 
Lolas, ‘all of them started on the back row 
of the grid. The Norwegian former stunt man 
Ray Fallo was entered at the last moment in 
his smart yellow Lola 7292 fitted with a 
18 Noyamotor-tuned FVC, but this was his 


Gl 


first race since a good performance with José 
Dothem in the Monza 1000 Kilometres, and 
frankly the car wasn’t well prepared, with an 
average mechanic and not enough spares to 
run a three-race series. The car only got to 
the circuit on Saturday and failed to practise. 
‘Another car in trouble was the ex-Andre 
Verwey Lola 210/212 which first came to 
Africa for the Springbok series three years 
‘ago when driven by Hailwood. Luanda Circuit 
Manager Verwey was still looking after the 
car for its new owner Doctor Mobilio 
Albuquerque and his co-driver Jorge Pego. 
‘At dusk on Friday Pego went out in the car. 
{id a couple of laps and then through lack of 
fight succeeded in dingeing the car against 
some rocks. The monocoque was quite bedly 
“holed,” but Verwey and English" Export 
Mechanic" Charles Scott set about rebuilding 
the monocoque with the assistance of a firm 
of aircraft engineers from Luanda Airport, the 
‘ear being a runner without practice. 

‘The 17th and final car to start was 
gone other than Antonio. Peixinho's new 
Lola 1292 with Schnitzer BMW engine. Prior 
to Luanda nobody had handled the car, and 
from the moment Marlo Cabral arrived to 
co-drive the car with Peixinho they were in 
trouble. Verwey and Scott sorted the chassis 
‘out but nobody really understood the work- 
ings of the Schnitzer electrics. The car went 
‘out during unofficial practice on Friday, popped 
‘and banged round for a few laps and then 
‘Stopped altogether. It missed official practice 
altogether, although Peixinho did take it out 
late'on Saturday, Meantime Herr 
hhad been called for, and arrived 
‘Sunday to see what he could make of a bad 
0b, 


RACE 


For a winters day, Sunday at the Luanda 
‘Autodrome was incredibly mild. Ag the morn- 
ing wore on, the sun grew hotter and by 
three o'elock’ in’ the afternoon some 30,000 
anthusiastic Angolans had gathered round the 
wven-kilometre eircult, 

However, disaster nearly struck when right 
in the middle of fuelling up for the race the 
Fina reservoir ran dry thanks to a mi 
ealculation on the part of the petrot people, 
‘Antonio Peixinho was quick to act and within 
the hour the army had arrived by helicopter 
with a supply of Avgas to be mixed with the 
small supply of regular fuel that remained. 
‘Then the Fina lorries arrived with a police 
escort and the day was saved, but not before 
‘valuable hour had been lost which meant 
that by the end of three hours’ racing it 
would be dark. Peixinho therefore had no 
‘option but to reduce the race distance to 
two hours, and therefore make it debatable 
as to whether the Chevrons and Lolas would 
hhave to stop for fuel. 

‘This produced an interesting situation, and 
most teams decided to plan a stop near the 
tend of the race. Not 80, however, Roy Johnson 
who reckoned that with a bit of luck his 
car could make the distance without having 
to stop. This was the basis of Johnson's plan 
to challenge Roger Heavens’ more powerful 
B23, and it very nearly worked. 

‘At 3,30 pm, 17 cars came to the line for 
the start of the Luanda 2-Hours. Cabeal made 
‘a startling getaway and as the cars di 

appeared from sight he was already fourth 
and pressing hard. After one lap only Heavens 
had broken right away and was virtually on 
his own, trailed at a distance by Fletcher 
from Uriarte, Cabral and Harrower. Birchen- 
hough, Marta, Rowe and Albuquerque were 
In the next group, Stubbs was a lonely tenth 
and then came the rest, Fallo having messed 
lup the start and now Working hard to pull 
up on the backmarkers. 

‘in these early stages all eyes were on 
Cabral. By the third lap the Schnitzer~ 
‘engined Lola 7292 was third while Rowe dis- 
posed of Emilio Marta’s rumbling GT40 and 
Set off after Birchenhough’s Lola T290. Even 
after four laps the leaders were beginning 
to lap the Group 2 and 4 cars. There was 20 
holding Heavens in the B23 as he stroked it 
‘out in front, gradually pulling away from 
Fletcher who’ in turn was being caught quite 
quickly. by the yellow Lola of Cabral 


Uriarte was having difficulty staying in front 
of Tan Harrower and by the Afth lap Harrower 
was anxiously looking for a way past the 
Spaniard which he found the next time round. 
The sixth lap was an important one, for 
although Heavens was in no danger whatso- 
ever from anyone, both Fletcher and Cabral 
retired. Cabral's efforts to catch up from the 
back saw him pass Fletcher at the beginning 
of this lap, but before they were halfway 
round the Lola had spluttered to a stop out 
fon the circuit with a very hot engine, while 
Fletcher coasted into the pits to retire after 
the neck and cap on the header tank had 
broken away at the start of the race and 
very nearly cooked his engine. 

With these two major contenders out, 
Heavens had no further reason to. worry 
as to what was going on behind him, for 
he now had nearly 10° s on Harrower 
and was drawing away all the time without 
needing to put strain on his engine. Harrower 
in turn had the measure of Uriarte while 
Birchenhough’s Lola 1290 was fourth and 
stil clear of Rowe although the latter was 
Deginning to close the gap. 

‘All eyes were now on Ray Fallo’s pro- 
gress, for without fuss he had quietly dis- 
Dosed of all the saloons and Group 4 cars 
and was now lying a progressive sixth behind 
Birchenhough and Rowe. On lap 12, Fallo 
passed Rowe and a lap later Birchenhough too 
to elevate himself to fourth and within 
striking distance of both Harrower and José 
Uriarte. Tt took him two more laps to catch 
land pass Uriarte, and although his times were 
continually a second or 0 slower than 
Heavens’, and it looked as though with a bit 
more effort he might eventually be able to 
‘pull out that little extra which would enable 
him to draw in the leader. At 15 laps Heavens 
was nearly half a lap ahead of the field 
Harrower was an impressive second and Fallo 
third and pulling away at great speed from 
Urlarte’s Chevron B21, Birchenhough was stil 
being caught by Rowe, then came the well 
driving Lola T210/212 of Mobilio Albuquerque 

the not so well driven GT40 of Emilio 
who had an annoying habit of not 
fnis mirrors when being overtaken. 
Harrower's turn to be passed by Fallo 
‘came on lap 17 so that at 20 laps the order 
was Heavens, now almost forgotten so far in 
the lead was he, Fallo, Harrower, Uriarte, 
Rowe who had overtaken Tony Birchenhough, 
Albuquerque, Marta, the BMW and the Manta 
still locked in battle, Riblero's Flat Dino and 
lastly the Zeca Gomes/" Wimar” Capri 2600 
RS. Then on the 2lst lap the starter motor 
fell off Ian Harrower’s Chevron and hav- 
ing run over it, he pitted immediately 
thinking he had a rear puncture. Harrower 
hhad to be push-started, incurring a oneslap 


penalty which dropped him to ninth although 

il seventh on the road, Later, the B19 came 
In to re-fuel and change drivers and a repeat 
push-start incurred a similar penalty. 

‘After 30 laps the position was virtually the 
same save that Bell ‘was now behind Pego in 
view of the driver change, although he re- 
passed on lap 32. Then on lap 36 Fallo's 
Excellent drive ended with the Lola T292 
‘abandoned out on the circuit having run out 
of petrol, thus putting Uriarte up to second, 
Rowe third and Birchenhough into fourth. The 
Harrower/Bell B19 had stopped for a third 
time to take on water, again the car had 10 
be push-started, thus collecting its third * 
‘one lap penalty 

‘The race now seemed settled, but then it 
all started happening when on the 42nd lap 
Heavens suddenly shot into the pits for fuel 
The B23 was tanked up, but the water tem- 
perature was virtually off the clock, 
the time the cap was off and the 
Uriarte had slipped by into the 
justifying Johnson's gamble ! 

Twenty-five seconds later Heavens got going 
again, his times immediately dropping. into 
the 2 m 22 5, It look as the race wouldn't 
make 50 laps, and on the 43rd, Heavens 
managed to take a full 7 # off Uriarte 
in just 63. kilometers. It was the 
same on the next two laps so that by the 
45th, Heavens was within easy striking di 
tance of Uriarte and there appeared to be 
bbe about 10 m of racing still left 

By the 46th lap, Heavens was in the lead 
having broken the lap record in the proce 


ad thus 


‘end of the 481 giving the Abingdon driver 
Iils second victory, bya margin of 7.70 5. 

‘jose Uriarte was a little disappointed to 
bbe only second, while some really steady and 
reliable driving by Rowe gave the South 
African third place on the same lap as 
Heavens and Uriarte, Birchenhough should 
yen fourth, but six laps from the end 
igh pressure fuel line broke, and he wi 
lucky to be classified sixth behind Mart 
GT4O and the  Albuqueraue/Peqo 210/21 
y, Harrower 
and Bell managed seventh, Just out of the 
money while da Silva/Carneiro won the G2 
Class in their black 2002, The team prize went 
to “Team Azratz,"_ in other words 
Heavens and Harrower/Bell, while the more 
important class wnners were Heavens, Rowe 
and Marta, John Rowe's impressive perfor- 
mance with the underpowered 1.6. BDA: 
fengined Chevron B19 gave him the Index of 
Performance. 


Nova Lisboa winner Fletcher leads down one of the town's main streets 
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NOVA LISBOA 


Fletcher/Tuckett’s round 2 


‘The second round of the Angolan Sportscar 
Series saw victory going to Andrew Fletcher 
and Bill Tuckett in the former's Chevron B21 
‘This was Fletcher's first outright win in over 
ten years of motor sport, and in the 6-Hours 
of Nova Lisboa, he and Tuckett led from flag. 
to flag. Second place went to lan Harrower 
and James Bell with their B19/21 while third 
‘spot fell to Mobilio Albuquerque and Jorge 
30 with an old Lola T210/212. 

‘As far as the major teams were concerned, 
the entry for the second round in the Angolan 
Sportscar series was entirely similar to that 
of the first. Somewhat surprisingly there had 
been no engine disasters and no accidents at 
Luanda, save that of Robert Grant and his 
Datsun’ 2402, this team having long departed 
for Europe. The repairs which had. been 


carried out on lan Harrowers’ 1800 FVC 
during practice for the Luanda race had held 
throughout the two hours, which was lucky 


fas he had received word that a spare would 
‘not be available from England, while the 
hheader-tank which had split on Fletcher's 
car was found to have done no damage to 
his engine, which was again lucky as the 
Scot was relying on doing all three races 
the series on one mull 

‘The Nova Lisboa circuit is like something 
out of the past. Measuring 3.2 kilometres 
it incorporates a total of 28 gear changes 

‘and is a town circuit in the true 
meaning of the word, taking in street corners, 
two roundabouts, the municipal park and just 
about every natural hazard you could imagine. 
Most of the circuit Is slow, but there a1 

inked by 
; and average speed: 
are in the region of 70 mph for the fast boys. 

It_was during the second practice period 
‘on Saturday that the quick times were set 
‘Andrew Fletcher's B21 reduced his tim 
rogressively from 1.40.88 which had been 
fastest on Friday to 138.84 and a new ui 
official 1ap record. Most of the other drivers 
were dosing about in the pits at the time and 
by the time Heavens for one had woken up 
to the situation it was too late to do any: 
thing about the Flying Scot 

So easily had the visitors taken things on 
Saturday that when the official practice times 
came out it was found that Mobilio Albu- 
uerque had slipped the old T212 into second 
place with 1.4114 from John Rowe's B19 
At 1.41.80 and the old GT40 which Albernaz 
conducted round Into fourth place with 
time of 1.41.82, 

‘The Spanish driver Jose Uriarte was most 
ut out to be on the third row with 1.43.32, 
ut he was in good company, having Heavens 
alongside with a time of 1.42.63. The local 
driver "“Larama” was on the next row with 
1.5431, then came James Bell at 1.48.56 and 
Peixino. who in betwee 


BMW 2002, this being nearly 
half faster than the next Group 2 car. For 
the race Peixinho Atted an oversize radiator 
to keep the temperature down. 

Ray Fallo's Lola 1292 was in constant 
trouble and hardly seemed prepared for a 
sixchour race, in fact the car nearly non- 

tarted when ‘coming out for practice a rear 
tyre picked up a chunk of glass, and the 


luckless Fallo had to admit that he hadn't 
even a spare set of rims. Luckily for the 
Norwegian, Birchenhough came to the rescue, 
‘and for the race he managed to get 
existing rears fitted with new covers by the 
Firestone boys who were present at Nova 
Lisboa with only a handful of replacements 
land no fitting equipment. 


During practice Heavens qualified in Birch- 
enhough's car while Bill Tuckett did a few 
settling in laps in Fletcher's Chevron, John 
Truter and Roy Johnson also practising in 
their respective cars in the hope that this 
time they would get a race. On the other 
hhand Stubbs never even left the pits with 
the dreadful Scorpion, but the organisation 
was such that his appearance on the back of 
the grid on Sunday morning failed even to 
be noticed by the officials. 


As is regretfully so often the case these 


u 
the 
‘Albuquerque's four-po'nt safety” harness 
wasn't good enough, John Rowe's B19 was 
iMlegal as. it was in Group 7 form and the 
Riblero/Verwey Flat Dino was also out. Had 
they bothered to further their investigations 
they would have found just about every car 
in the race illegal on one count or another, 
notably Fletcher who was also in G7 trim, 
Peixinho's BMW which must have been run- 
ning "light not to mention « thousand and 
‘one other infringements. With suitably 

ible encouragement from Andre Verwey 
the various managers involved steadfastly 
refused to bring their cars to the line 
‘without a written consent from the organisers 
to let all 23 cars run and not to disqualify 
‘a single car after the race. The point made 
was that Luanda had been run to Group 5 
land 7, and that at no time had the competi- 
tors received any regulations for Nova Lisboa 
showing that the 6-Hours would only be for 
Group 5 cars. Mario Cabral, representing the 
GPDA finally settled the matter, the organ- 
Isers backed down and all was peace again. 

‘The race started thirty minutes late and 
right from the word go Andrew Fletcher 
‘went into the lead, the old GT40 powering off 
into second place by dint of his uncharac- 
teristic starting position, and coming round 
second after one lap from Heavens, Albu- 
querque, Uriarte, Schon, Rowe, "Larama,” 
Peixinho, Bell and Tony Birchenhough, the 
rest already well tailed of. 

By the fifth lap things had settled down 
into a pattern. Fleicher was clear away into the 
lead, the GT40 had found it was all too much 
to get on terms with the more nimble 2-litres 
and had fallen to ninth; Uriarte was past 
Albuquerque into second ‘place with Giorgio 


Schon fourth ahead of Rowe, Birch 
fenhough, Peixinho, Martin Larama.” 
Gone, however, was the star" entry, Roger 


Heavens whose B23 had lost a wheel when 
flat out down the fastest part of the circuit 
Later it transpired that the mechanic hadn't 
tightened up the wheel, it had parted com- 
pany at the worst possible time and given 
Heavens an enormous moment. Thankfully 
hhe controlled the car and brought it to a 
safe halt round the other side of the frst 
roundabout. For the next 90 minutes 


ee bins) AE Lawevey 
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Heavens sweated blood trying to get the 
wheel on again, finally limped back to the 
pits, but retired after discovering the thread 
was too badly stripped to allow the car to 
continue with safety. Another car to retire 
was the Scorpion through lack of fuel getting 
through and the Jose Maria/Carneiro. BMW 
2002 ‘went with engine trouble before ten 
laps were up, 

‘After one hour's racing Fletcher already 
had negrly a one lap lead on. the field 
‘This was helped by Uriarte who touched a 
kerb somewhere round the circuit and had 
to pit briefly to have the car tracked up again, 
Giorgio Schon was quick in the 7292 while 
the car lasted, but was in the pits with no 
fuel pressure, John Rowe was running second 
and Birchenhough third, these two having 
passed Albuquerque's Lola which now ran 
fourth. “Bell would have been in the first 
three but boiling brakes had put him in the 
running fifth 
*Larama,"” Marta and the Esperto/ 
“Wimor" BMW 2002 which led the Group 2 
section after Cabral had retired Peixinho's 
BMW with a broken con-rod at the end of 
the first hour. 

With two hours run the first three posi- 
tions remained unchanged. However, Bird 
‘enhough was in the pits with a white exhaust 
clearly caused by the car running far too lean, 
‘and although Heavens went out in the car 


‘Another retirement 
Teixeira. Lotus 62 when the battery came 
Tose, fell on’ the exhaust. and shorted: the 
ignition. Bell was a comfortable fourth, one 
3b behind Albuquerque and making up fa 
fand two laps ahead of Marta’s GT40. 

‘At half distance the black flag went out 
to John Rowe's. B19 now driven by John 
Truter, ‘The organisers claimed push start 
at the driver ‘change and insisted on dis- 
Gualifying the car in spite of agreeing verbally 
that as at Luanda, any push starts Would gain 
‘one-lap penalty ‘per push. Eventually Truter 
Came in and after near violent acenes on the 
Startine the red B19. was pushed away. With 
the South African Chevron. out the 0 
pow became Fletcher with 102 laps, Albuah 
fque second three ‘behind’ and tan 
Harrower third a lap behind that but on the 
toad now closing hard on the Lola, The 
Marta/atbernaz GT40 was fourth and Helder 
de Sousa had. taken over the lead of the 
Group 2 class when Esperto. and Wimor’™ 
fan into. trouble with the BMW. By three 
ind ‘1 half" hours Harrower had passed 
‘Albuquerque's Lola now driven by Jorge Peso 
‘ind Fletcher came in for  leasurely hand- 
‘ver to. Bill Tuckett, who" immediately set 
bout lapping in the 43's and had to be 
Slowed. down by Fletcher in order to con- 
Serve the engine as much as possible. 

With three and «half ours gone, Tucktt 
wan maintaining @ good four laps. advan 
On lan Harrower, the positions behind being 
the same_as before. y 

‘There was now no further change in 
order. ‘After, 90. minutes at. the wheel. Bill 
‘Tueket handed back to Fletcher 0 that with 
just an hour t0 go the Scottish Chevron still 
ad. a clear five laps lead over the B19/21 
Of Harrower and Bell, and failing «last 
‘moment drama the erlep sounding. Chevron 
Seemed sure to win. 
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Sports extra 


LOTON 


Lane beats 
Thwaites 


hy. 


Mike Flather. 


Roy Lane's MeLaren at the Triangle, 


John Meredith 


In a real feast of precision high speed drivin 
the Loton Park hill record was smashed eight 
times at last Sunday's ninth round. of the 
Castrol/BARC Hill Climb Champlonship and 
no less than 12 class records were shattered 
4 well. On a fine day, with conditions nigh 
Perfect, 


meetings ever at the popular Shropshire 
venue with Roy Lane emerging as the out- 
right. vietor. 

‘With his Manpower McLaren MI4D the 
bespectacled Warwick driver saved his best 
until the very last run when he grabbed the 
hill record with a tremendous run in 54.728 
to pip Richard Thwaites in his Eastern Carpet 
Stores McLaren MOB by 0.15 s. The bail had 
been set rolling by Chris Cramer, currently 
riding the crest of a wave of success, who 
took the Grunhalle Lager March up in 55.53 5 
fon his first class run, Thwaites was fraction 
ally behind this but Lane improved to 55.18 5. 
Cramer again broke the old record of Hep- 


worth of 55.698 on his second run, reducing 


It to $5,235 but a slight misfire at the top 
Of the course put Thwaites out of the picture 
for the time being and then Lane clipped 
another hundredth to leave it at 55.175 a 
they went into the top 10 run-off, reduced to 
‘one climb because of lack of time. 

‘Thwaites was the first of the three main 
contenders to run and he flew up with 
everything really on song to become the first 
man to get into the 54s bracket and although 
Cramer again reduced his time, to 55,03 s, all 
eyes were on Lane and he smoked off the 
line in a blistering crescendo of noise, and 
‘neat throughout, he broke the timing beam 
with 54.72'5 to round off the season of hill 
climbing for the Hagley & District LCC. 

In the championship overall Mike Flather, 
after an early fright, continued his shattering 
of ‘class records with his supercharged 998 
Aldon Mini, taking the up to 1150 touring class 
in 66.87 5, just over a second and a half 
better than his April record, Flather now has 
69,21 marks in the championship from a pos- 
sible maximum of 70 marks and is going to be 
declared the new champion very soon. For 
‘once John Meredith did not come second in 
his Mini, this honour going to Graham Brooks 
in the Escort who was half a second quicker 
‘while in the up to 1800 cc class John Davies 
and his wife, Carol, went away rejoicing. John 
collected the class’ with the Mini in 64.93 5, 
threequarters of a second up on Nicky Porter's 
previous record leaving the West Auckland 


54 


driver with second place. Carol, after quick 
removal of the exhaust, went up in 68.00 s to 
take the ladies award. 

‘Alex Boyle was the third man to collect a 
new record with a run in 6467s to swamp 
minimal opposition in the combined special 
saloons up to 1000 ce and the over 1500 
Tourers and the surprise in the big. special 
saloon class was the fine form of Mike Beckett 
im his Z-itre Anglia who collected the class 
in 63.46 s beating such worthies as Jim Thom- 
son (Firenza was off colour) and Norman 
‘Adams who had a black day with two fails 
There was a ray of sunshine for Brian Kenyon 
with. the Sprite, who while never showing 
hhis best form (he's had an awful season and 
hhas lost a little of his confidence) took a 
first class award with 66.41 s in the combined 
marque sports all capacities class where the 
winner was Robert Speak who took a huge 
229 off his own record with the Elan in 
etting down to 62.31 s. 

Next record to go was Chris Seaman's 1972 
time of 6729 in the mod sports car class 
The conquerer was Richard Churchley with 
his Sprite who smashed it well and truly in 
63.90'5 on his second run, having reduced it 
earlier to 6494 and it was record breaking 
Again In the over 1300 ce class where Nigel 
Pow clipped 14» off with his E-type in 63.69 5 
while Mike Overton's Marcos was only 0.01 s 
Outside the previous record to take second. So 
to the clubman's sports where competition 
was really ferce. Dr George Whittingham 
slammed his DMW up in 60.935 to set the 
pace on the first runs, a mere 3| s inside the 
Fecord, and miles ahead of the field. But it 
was not to be his record for along came 
Jeremy Hunt with his Mallock Mk 11, havin 
failed ‘his first run, to produce a tremendous 
80.35 5. Dr George tried manfully to match 
this but, although he Improved fractionally, 


he was three-tenths away and had to settle 


for runner-up spot 

Having seen his up to 1300 cc class record 
taken away from him Richard Jones, now in 
the up to 1600 cc class with his Mallock Mk 
HIB, promptly set about getting his name back 
in the records which he did in fine style taking 
the class in $6,508, no less than 45 better 
than David. Morris's 1972. record. Morris 
defended his title strongly but with 58.16 s 
hhe had to give best on. the day. The ninth 
record to be blasted to smithereens came in 
the over 1600 cc GT and Sports Racing class 
where a lonely Reg Phillips took his Chevron 
B19 up in 58.44 s to clip 0.22 off Tony Ban: 
croft’s year-old record but poor Phil Scragg 
had an awful time and did not get in a 
really competitive run all day with his Chev: 
ron BMW. 

David Franklin was in a class on his own 
with the Huntsman Vixen in the up to 1100 ce 
racing car class and he twice broke his 
own record to get down to 58.18 s and finish 
Some 3s ahead of the rest of the class with 
David Way's Brabham BTIS just getting 
second in front of Paul Squires (Brabham 
BT28). Trying new gear ratios proved success 
ful for Ken MacMaster in the next class where 
hhis GRD clipped half a second off his four 
month old best and with 56.45 s he was some 
3's up on Peter Varley's Brabham BT21C. 

‘So to the climax of the event with great 
performances from the top three of whom 
Only Cramer was slightly detuned with his 
March 723 very slightly off the knife edge 
of performance but everyone who saw Lane's 

run will agree his was a masterly per. 


edited by Robert Fearnall 


News... 


Victory by a mere 2s after 180 miles of 
rallying including eight selectives was the Jot 
of Tony Seaise and John Vipond last weekend 
when they collected the Gavin Frew Trophy 
after winning the Barton Motors 10 of Clubs 
Rally organised by the SD(34) Club from 
Preston. 

In their Cortina TC Scaise/Vipond @ropped 
20 m $5 to just pip Croft Brown/Don David 
son in an Escort, and they, in turn, were only 
24's quicker than the Mexico of Keith Watkin: 
son Jeff Smith who collected 21m 205. 

The 180-mile route included eight selectives 
and Scaise did well on these, taking about 45 5 
off Brown before petrol but being bebind on 
the road by almost exactly a minute. The 
result was in the balance right until the end 
land the checkers checked most diligently 
Cyril Bolton ‘Stephen Bye had a steady run 
im thelr Cooper to finish fourth on 23m 41's 
but Chris Coburn/Rodney Spokes could do 


no better than seventh with their DTV Firenza 
after running into trouble on the fifth selec: 
tive and losing about 8m. Jimmy Bullough 
Barry Hughes (Escort) also had a poor event, 
being only” ninth. 


@With the temperature well into the 80s 
several cars succumbed to overheating at the 
Bristol MC's Hoopers autocross meeting at 
Yoxter, near Cheddar, last Sunday, but Mike 
Wyatt enjoyed the heat for he took BTD 
with his RS1600 in 2m 1463, exactly a 
Second quicker than’ the rest of the field of 
53 competitors over three laps of a 650 
yards course high on the Mendips. 

Ties came in two of the five clases. In the 
combined ‘conventional saloons, rear-engined 
‘Chris Drewitt (Imp) and Richard Ward 

1 times of 2 m 25.6 8, 
with a very much 
quicker first run, Second tie came among the 
big. Minis “where Barry Robson and David 
Baskerville recorded 2m 15,65, but the con: 
sistent Robson took the class by nearly one 
‘and a half seconds. 

Ian Cockram’s 848 Mini was fifth fastest and 
won the small Mini class by just over a second 
from Jullan Thomas and in the up to 1000 cc 
class for front engine FWD cars Bob Orford's 
997 Mini collected the gold in 2m 168s and 
was one of only three cars. to complete its 
Complement of runs, the other nine dying 
from the heat and other maladies, 


@ Two class winners tied for the outright 
win at the end of the Midland Manor co- 
promoted production car trial at Shelsley Beau- 
champ, Wores, last Sunday, each having an 
index of 50 per cent. Dave Slater (Anglia Est) 
and Don Hoobs (Sprite), were the drivers con- 
‘cerned and Hobbs. was declared winner over 
fll on furthest cleanest. 

‘With 11 marks lost Hobbs had the lowest 
total of the day while Slater had an equally 
convincing class win with the loss of 41 
marks, on the 24 sections, In the front engine 
FWD class Geoff Spencer (Mini) had his work 
‘cut out to keep ahead of John Hodgson (Min: 
and Nicky Pollitt (Mini), winning by one 
‘mark. The rear engined class went t0 Roy 
Bradley's Sport. 
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Sports extra 


SANTA POD 


Hutcherson unchallenged 


Alter the frenzy of the International: series, 
Sunday's Drag, meeting at Santa Pod was a 


at the 208 day at Brands, while 
Stone and a few others were in Sweden 
for a return visit to thelr National Champion- 
ship. The only big fueller present was Nobby 
Hill's car, with usual driver Mike Hutcherson 
making several runs to end up with a 79s 
best after shutting down at around the 300- 
yard mark, With no competition, Mike under- 
standably didn’t press the valuable machinery 
too hard, 

But Phil Elson, after his impressive 875 
of three weeks ago, was well pressed by 
Freeman Rodgers in Top Comp, and responded 
with a 9.1 in the final. Rodgers turned an 
all time ‘best-of 10.4% at 138 mph. in the 
earburetted 427 Ford-powered car, the engine 
of which Is reputed to be virtually stock, and 
has over 100,000 street miles on the pistons 
‘and rings! He had earlier beaten Dick Sharp 
In his Pontiac/A38, after that, t00, had run 
its boat ever at 11.3 5, while yet another best 
time was set by Jeff Morris in the injected 302 
Chevrolet-powered Avenger, Oblivion, in the 
other semi-final against Elson with a 10.96 
at 126 mph, 


Gogain recorded a 11.05 », 


‘Top dragster was again dominated by Ray 
Hoare, this in the absence of Ed Shaver in 
the topless funny car that is now at last 
having a body fitted in time for Blackbushe 
this Weekend. Ray ran a 10.05 in the first 
round to beat Jim Read's Ford rail at 11.9, 
while John Fuilerton took his round with a 
11.55 over Malcolm Lockyer, his big Pontiac 
running better with ach meeting. John Whit 
more took a 9.8 over Keith Elliot's Jag, then 
lost fire to Tony Anderson's Daimler after he 
had taken a bye to the semi-final. This he 
took with a sick 1.0% to go to the final, 
while Fullerton fell to Hoarle with a fine 
10.788 to 9.32, The final run saw Ray dip 
Into the Ms for the first time for any unsuper- 
charged dragster, his injected 302 Chewy 
running an 8.98 s at 151 mph, while Anderson, 
‘usually in the 9s again limped to an 18s run. 

Even the Top Street entry was down to an 
eight car field, with Peter Andrews’ big 
aluminium block Corvette really setting the 
pace with an 11.8 s qualifying run that had 
the wheels off the track on several occasions 
fas the independent suspension set-up tried to 
cope with the 500 plus horsepower engine. 
Dick Smith took his Chevelle to a 12.4 5, 


Dave Rose the Barracuda to 12.7 s, with John 
Ledster running good 13.4 s in his Mustang. 
In the first round Smith took a 123 s bye 
‘and then David Rose beat Dalton’s Buick/ 
Chev with a 13.4 s to 144 s, while Andrews 
took another dip into the 11s with an 11.77 5 
124 mph win over Al O'Connor's Zephyr at 
146 5. John Ledster’s Mustang was 2 match 
for Dennis Muttons big Torino 13.4 
148 5s, then he tried a bit too hard 9 
Andrews and took a red. I 
12.1 5, Smith then force Rose, and alter two 
bburn-outs worthy of any Pro Stock, the better 
traction of the Chevelle took Smith ahead to 


st of 12.1 5, to 12.9 5, the ‘Cuda just not 
“hooking-up "” sufficiently to use its power 
The final again had the two friends and rivals 


facing each other, with Andrews’ Corvette 
the clear favourite. But this he threw away 
with a red light, but despite missing a shift, 
he still ran an’ 11.8 s to Smith's: winning 
12.26 

Two regular entrants who didn’t make it 
were Bob Oram, who broke the crank in his 
E-type on Saturday, and Mike Yun, who is 
returning to the Stafes in a few days, and has 
just parted with his potent Corvette. After the 
recent challenge by Gary Goggin's Camaro, 
Kevin Pilling had spent the 
profitably by fitting @ new “ slick-shift ” gear 
bax by Joe Liberty to his car, as well as 
fitting a Jomar rocker stud girdle that helps 
to keep the valvetrain in order. An off-the- 
trailer 10.6 showed that he was again right 
at the top, though Gary was still finding a bit 
more on each run with his trusty Corvette 
‘engine in the Camaro. His 11.11 » took him 
to second, while Pete Crane at last managed 
@ good run at 11.5 5 in the Hunt 
car, but apparently lost oll press 
process. This later turned out to be a blocked 
oil line to the gauge, by which time it was too 
late, but at least he managed to get an 
Indicative run in. Tony Dickson was back to 
his old engine again after finding the bearings 
hhad gone on his new one (again) but had 
fitted a tunnel ram manifold loaned to him 
by Dick Smith. But last minute snags again 
kept the car out of the 11s with a 123 3, 
just behind Gerry Andrews in the Escort at 
1226, 

Kevin ran another 108 s for the bye run, 
while Tony was lucky to get through with a 
12.0 s when Pete Crane didn't make it out 
in time, and Gary Goggin scored for the big 
blocks with a staggering 11.05 s, over Andrews 
126 s in the Escort. It can’t be long before 
he gets the single carb, two year old engine 
down into the 10.90 s. Kevin ran his only 11s 
of the day—a measure of the improvement 
<with an 11.06 5 to Dickson's 123 s in the 
Duckhams car and then faced his biggest 
challenge against Goggin, when he got through 
with another bye at 11.12's. But Kev's power 
was just a little too much, despite another 
fabulously close race that had the black 
Camaro running a high of 131 mph in 10.81 s 
to 11.10 s at 126 mph. A lot of personal bests 
and record runs brightened up what would 
Otherwise have been a rather dull meeting 


© The 1310 Clubman of Ron Fuller set BTD 
At the Loughborough CC's restricted autocross 
at Peatling Magna, near Wigston, Leles, last 
‘Sunday, but he only won it'on aggregate as 
Geoff Dodd had equalled his time with a 1310 
Cooper, both returning 1 m 19.4 5 for two 
laps of a 900-yds course. 

With only 44 cars everyone had three 
runs and the combined up to 1000 cc front 
engine FWD/rear engined saloons class went 
to David Hazlewood with his Imp whose 
1m 216 5 was nearly a second quicker 
than Reg Fitt’s 998 Cooper while Malcolm 
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Scott, in a similar car, was a close third 

Behind Dodd in the next class were Tony 
Wilson (1293 Mini) on Im 202 s and Terry 
Cole (1293 Mini), whose best was 1m 21.0 5 
With an index of performance award going to 
Alistair Lyall's 1650 Escort with 1 m 212 
the only other class, with sports and all 
capacity saloons, was won by Peter Dale with 
@ Ginetta Imp who produced two runs of 
1 m 238 s to pip Peter Mann (1650 Escort), 
who only managed this time once. 


© Current points positions in the two club 
championships put Dave Stone ahead in the 
BDR'& HRA one with 44 points; Pete Smith 
and Kevin Pilling next with 35 each; then 
Dennis Priddle 30; Ken Craigen 28 and Tony 
Merry, 27. This is in the Top and Senior divi 
sions,’ whilst David Vizard just leads the 
Middie and Junior with his Chysler Avenger 
with 38 ahead of Gerry Cookson’s 37, Robin 
Tallies’ 32 and Brian Parkins with 29, 
© The NDRC's Castrol/RAC points are as fol- 
lows: Brian Bucknall and Clive Skilton, 3 
Fred Whittle and Robin Tallis, 26; Bob Oram, 
Ken Penfold and Freeman Rodgers, 20; Pete 
Smith, 19; Gerry Cookson, Rob Skinner, Ed 
Shaver, 16; Ivan Fryer, 13. 
@ This Sunday is the fourth round of the 
above championship, and the venue is Black- 
bushe Airport near Camberley, Surrey, The 
name of Blackbushe is synonymous with drag. 
racing in the UK, having been the site of the 
first festivals that started the ball rolling back 
in the early sixties 

With the airport under new management, 
the organisers are confident of much better 
crowd facilities this year. Particular attention 
hhas been paid to the entry gates, and the jams 
thac have been a problem over the past couple 
of years should not arise even with the 20,000 
crowd that Is expected following last year’s 
successful event. New fencing and a 20 tier, 
3,000 seat grandstand should give a better 
view for everyone, whilst 200 entries promise 
to make It an action-packed event 

Top Fuel will be a three-cornered fight, with 
John Anderson returning from Sweden’ with 
his immaculate rear-engined car to take on 
Roland Pratt in the “Hillbillies” rail and Clive 
Skilton in the Castrol car. With several runs 
‘on the new Donovan, Clive will be looking to 
improve on his 6.6's for, and Blackbushe's 


wide open spaces could be the place for It. 


Ail the Pro Stocks and Top Street cars will be 
there, with Fred Whittle facing a. challenge 
from’ Liam Churchill's new Capri funny car 
his big Altered. Sponsored by. Hot: Car_ and 
Radio Laxembourg, the ‘meeting starts at 
team 
© ‘Keith Harvie has at tast told his * Fire- 
brewed" ‘Camaro to" Steve" Orment-Petri, 
who plans to. run it in. Top Street. with 
anew 427 motor for a couple. of meetin 
then get up into Pro Stock with the car, which 
ise year ran an 112 9 atthe last meeting, but 
has spent most of this reavon destroying’ eng: 
Keith meanwhile is putting a new short 
block 427 with the tunnel ram manifold” and 
carbs into his 1960 Corvette, which he hop 
fo have running before the end of the year, 
tnd will be aimed at & probable new class of 
Street “Altereds for. next. searon.” Mustapha 
Errol, who. was originally down to. buy. the 
Camaro, elected to stay with his 426. Hemi: 
Cada, but is now faced with an extensive re- 
bulld'after he did some nasty Internal damage 
2 couple of meetings ag 
© Running. the funny cars over the three 
International meetings proved to be an expen 
sive business for San‘a Pod Raceway. Apart 
irom filling up. their own “Firefly dragster, 
they also had’ Nancy, ‘Schumacher and P 
Murphy to supply, and with the funnies using 
tp to €80 of fuel per run, the nitro bill came 
{o somewhere around the’ €1.500 mark! With 
their big stroked 480 cubic inch motors, they 
cannot apparently be safely run ‘on anything 
Tess than 86%;, a figure that would make most 
of the Pro-Puel_ drivers (who rarely go “Over 
85%) think twice before considering 
© Kevin McGamm, current owner of the much 
travelled “Opus One" has just dropped. a. 389 
Poniac into the space last occupied by the 
Stones. 440 Chevvy engine when they were 
running it. Alchough the engine wil be vir: 
ally. stock ‘initial, the 421 Pontiac/A30_of 
Dick Sharp and crew has shown that a stock 
lump in alight car will go well anyway, their 
car having recently run an IL6 swith the 
Sduition ‘of '@ Bigh stall ‘speed converter 10 
their Turbo-Hydro automatic gearbox. 


Sports extra 


LONG MARSTON 


Taylor wins last round; 
Airey is champion 


‘Tom Airey driving his 1500 ce Mini Cooper S 
became the 1973 Castrol Rallypoint Champion 
when he finished second to John Taylor's 
Escort in the final qualifying round at Long 
Marston last Sunday. Taylor in fact finished 
‘second in the championship after last year's 
champion Rod Chapman retired on the last 
lap of the final with a broken gearbox. Colin 
Malkin in the works Chrysler Avenger GT 
convincingly won the Group 1 title after 
winning every race In the three-event cham- 
plonshi 

‘Unlike the previous meeting in July the 
weather stayed sunny and dry and the Ford 
Escorts were expected to gain some advan: 
tage on sheer speed. But with the addition 
of a chicane Tom Airey's Mini set the pace 
in the morning qualifying rounds being a full 
Second ahead of John Taylor's Escort with 
David Angel half a second behind There 
were, in fact, a great many non-starters especi- 
ally in the Group 1 category, but the competi 
tion was probably closer than before and 
provided some good entertainment for the 
television cameras, The only serious casualty 
of the morning was Philip Lilley who was 
Griving Philip Cooper's Mint Cooper S, and 
rolled after touching some markers but thank: 
fully escaped without personal injury. 

Such was the efficiency of the organisers 
that they were able to run eight races for the 
Rallypoint Championship and four races for the 
Group cars in addition to a brief demon: 
stration by Clive Skilton's dragster all in the 
Space of one hour to fit in with the sports 
programme for ATV. 

‘The afternoon started with a win for Tom 
Airey who quite easily held off former cham: 
lon Rod Chapman who had in turn pulled 
away from the rest of the fleld. Keith Stones 
in fact finished third on the road but after 
some penalties Wayne O'Connor qualified 
for the semifinals. Gary Streat who was 
lying third in the Championship retired on 
the second lap with engine maladies 

In the second quarter final David Angel 
and. Nick Jesty both made good starts and 
‘easily held off Ron Douglas in the Stormont 
Escort, but unfortunately Douglas was. penal: 
‘sed for hitting markers allowing John Winsor 
to qualify. Incidentally both Chapman and 
‘Taylor were on Dunlop racers and in fact 
Dunlop's technical adviser Brian Bennett was 
{in attendance ; whilst Ron Douglas's car was 
Goodyear shod, John Taylor had things all 
his own way in the third quarter final finishing 
well ahead of John Welch who did some tyre 
smoking antics to keep ahead of Bill Airey's 
Mint. 

‘The final quarter final provided a lot of 
entertainment. Tony Drummond made a 
beautiful start to take a clear lead down the 
back straight, but lost it hopelessly just before 
the end of the first lap allowing Dave Preece 
into the lead. Paul Northall in the GTS was 
then second after a poor start but he lost 
it-after thinking he was on his last ap and 
making for the paddock. Tony Drummond 
drove most spectacularly to finish an eventual 
fourth behind the Nagspeed cars of Dave 
Preece and Ray Smith with Mike Bird third. 
Preece’s car still bore evidence of his double 
shunt. atthe first rallypoint of the season 
‘whilst Northall’s Triumph had a Dolomite 
Sprint engine fitted and certainly proved 
‘extremely quick 

‘The first semi-final saw the re-match of 
Airey and Chapman and although Chapman 
got very sideways in an effort to catch the 


fying Mini he made very little impression, 
with Dave Angel and Nick Jesty also qualify 
ing for the final. John Taylor made a beaut 
ful start Inthe second semi-final and was 
never troubled by second man John Welch, 
but four Minis of Preece, Bird, Smith and Bui 
Airey had quite a battle to eventually finish 
in that order. 

And #0 to the final, and it was a straight 
forward Ford v British Leyland battle. John 
Taylor again made a good start to lead into 
the first comer but throughout the 6-lap final 
hhe could never get_away from the eventual 
champion “Airey. The final was split into 
three Individual battles, for David Angel 
lying third was pushed very hard by Rod 
Chapman until the fourth lap when Chapman 
got through, but on the very last lap Chap: 
fan's gearbox cried “no more" allowing 
‘Angel to finish an unworried third. The third 
battle raged between John Welch and Nick 
Jesty and although Welch did his best to put 
uup a screen of rubber smoke Jesty was able 
10 pass and hold fourth place to the flag. 

in the Group 1 Class Colin Malkin again 
won both his races although for the first time 
he. was seriously challenged, Mike Hill 
appeared in # new 1600 ce Lancia and pushed 
the Avenger quite hard in both heats, Charles 
Eveson driving the ex-Barry Malkin Avenger 
jed third on the day but through bis 
jency in the series eventually finished 
Funner-up in the Championship. John Blox 
ham driving the Birmingham Post Avenger 
won both his heats but at a slower speed 
Cventually taking fifth whilst an interesting 
‘entry came from Ron Douglas, who entered 
the ex-Tony Fall Tour of Britain Datsun 
1OBSSS, 

Finally there was a handicap even for lady 
drivers which was won by Judith Jesty in 
her Mini, who drove the last lap on a flat 
tyre. Second was Bronwyn Burrell, whi 
Grove the Huxford's Fiat 127 with’ grea 
verve to hold off Vicky Lambert in the Open 
Ascona. Pat Moss-Carlsson was a disappoint 
{ng fourth in her Alpine after almost spinning 


Rod Chapman was out of luck this time. 


= 
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News... 


© The first ever, we think, two-day national 
production car trial, is being organised by 
Sporting Owner Drivers’ Club on September 
5/9 with sponsorship from Castrol. The two 
day ‘event, with a suitable party on the 
Saturday, ‘is being run on two farmland 
courses at Great Brickhill, Bletchley, Bucks, 
fand there are handsome prizes. including 

Stainless steel tray and tyres, To be among 
the 130 lucky ‘ones get regs from V. C. 
Webley, 115 Vandyke Road, Leighton Buzzard, 
Beds (Leighton Buzzard 66103), 


© Regs are now available for the final of 
the Castrol/BTARDA Autocross Champion: 
ship which is again being run by Dudley & 
District CC on September 9." Clerk of the 
course Robin Morris promises “a pretty fast 
course" at the club's usual venue at Clive 
Farm, Pattingham, near Wolverhampton, Last 
year John Bevan was recorded at ‘nearly 
100 mph on one section of the 1000-yds 
course. Regs are available from Malcolm 
Cope, 2 Marlborough Road, Bearwood, Warley, 
Smethwick (Tel: 021-429 2766), 


© Allstair Macfarlane, the Scottish autocross 
champion, beat his nearest rival, Stewart 
Brown, by a margin of 4 s to set BTD at the 
Player's No, 6 Autocross Championship meet. 
Ing (on Sunday, August 5), at Stranraer, In 
the final "knockout" race of the day, Doug 
MeGirr was over-ambitious on a corner and 
rolled his Min. He came out of his flattened 
‘car unhurt, The championship final, on Sunday, 
‘August 19, at Failmains Farm, Tarbolton, will 
be organised by the East Ayreshire CC. 


© The Jaguar DC's International XK Day 
takes place at Woburn Abbey on Sunday, 
September 2, International XK Day is open 
to all Jaguar owners and enthusiasts and 
besides the 200-plus XK sports cars expected, 
many hundreds of other Jaguars of all types 
will be attending this occasion, which cel 

brates XK120's Silver Jubilee, Among the 
displays will be the exciting XJ 13. sports 
prototype. The programme begins at 10.30 am, 


© Competitors are asked to make a special 
note of the final race meeting of the season 
at Aintree on Saturday, September 15 (por 
sibly the last ever if the new owners want 
to develop the circuit). Attractive prize 
money is being awarded for this sevensrace 
special meeting, 

There's £100 prize money for the non- 
championship Escort Mexico race; £100 for 
the special GT race; €60 for a’ clubmen's 
sports car race; £99 for the Formula Ford 
race (which will be run in two heats and a 
final). Also on the lucrative programme are 
the Aintree championship events : Esso Uniflo 
mod sports, Brookshire special saloon and 
Duckhams formule libre. Regulations are 
available from Ian Smith, 13 ‘The Cloug 
Halton Brow, Runcorn WAT 2HB, 


@ Following the first three rounds in the 
Embassy European Rallycross Championship, 
organised by TEAC, John Taylor leads the 
Series for Britain with his Escort on 43 points, 
from Rod Chapman on 40 and Austrian Franz 
Wurz on 35. Best British Mini exponent is 
Hugh Wheldon in seventh. There are three 
more qualifying rounds still to be held: Sep- 
tember 2, at Valkenswaard, Holland ; Septem- 
ber 15, at Lydden, Kent ; and on October 14, 
at St Pol, France. “The big final takes place at 
Lydden on November 3. 
‘The full championship points 
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Sports extra 
Rally men on top 


The rally men beat the racing types when 
the Falcon MC's two day Autofest was held 
‘on a three-quarter mile course In the grounds 
of Knebworth Park last weekend, with 
sponsorship and arrangement by Cars’ & Car 
Conversions. On Saturday, in the two Consul 
events Will Sparrow and John Brown emerged 
the winners and on Sunday Richard iffe and 
Chris Sclater completed the rally drivers’ 
domination over such people as Gerry 
Marshall and Barrie Williams. 

For the actual event some 50 competitors 
entered and the usual elimination heats meant 
three runs for the lucky ones to get into the 
final while there were equally generous 
awards for those in the runner-up event. The 
winners’ final went convincingly to. Pip 
Carotte’s 1293 Cooper $ who led from start 
0 finish of the two and a half laps, Brian 
Wright (850 Mini) and Clive Trueman (998 
Mini), battled briefly for second place before 
Trueman cleared off after Carotte but the 
disappointment was John Saunders whose 
850 Mini went sick almost as ic left the line 
and was never in contention 

Tn the runners-up final Jeff Williamson was 
4 clear winner In front of the VW of John 
Aitkenhead while Roger Wakenham in his 


Grasscutter Special had continual trouble 
throughout with part of the body coming off 
and the suspension giving up. However 


Wakenham won a special award for the 
hhardest trier for during the weekend be had 
broken and replaced no less than three drive 
shafts 


Barnard produces 
Oakleaf surprise 


Jack Barnard/Paul Beeson came, as it were, 
from nowhere to win last weekend's Oakleal 
Rally, laid on by Sevenoaks & DMC with a 
start and finish at the Rolls-Royle Social Club 
at Leavesden, near Watford. In their Esc 
‘TC Barnard and Beeson lost 24 m on the I 
mile route after not featuring in the first five 
places at half time, 

Tn second place, after being fifth at petrol, 
were Martin Baron/Graham Smith (Mexico), 
Who dropped 26m, just one less than Ted 
‘Thomas/Geoff Richards (RS1600). There was 
8 big gap to fourth place taken by Bernie 
Fisher/Alan Woodbridge (Escort TC) on 
38m, 

Hard luck story of the night concerned 
John van Camp/Jim Anderson who led at 
halfway with 9m lost and they continued to 
lead until three controls from the end when 
‘4 wheel fell off their Spitfire. Martin. Thorp, 
John Carter (VW) also raised a few eyebrows 
iby being second at half-time on 11m but they 
roped back to total 43m but still take the 
semi-experts. class from David Rodwell Peter 
Turner (Mini) by a minute. Most frustrated 
driver was Mike Regan who came over from 
Holland with his Mexico and who did 150 
yards before the alternator packed up, 


© Following the Baitings Dam round last 
Weekend Colin Rogers (Cooper), leads the 
Slenderad Sprint Championship with 55.33, 
‘marks from the eight rounds. In second 
place, with two rounds in hand, is Richard 
White's Escort, now on 52.48 marks, while 
in third place is last year’s joint winner 
John Bury who has 52.19 marks in his Midget 
from seven events. The next three places, 
all with seven scores, are taken by Brian 
Whiting (Escort RS 1600), 49.28 marks, John 
Asheroft (Elan), 47.60 marks and Peter Davey 
(Sprite), 45.53’ marks. Next round is this 
weekend at Woodvale. 
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Sas 
~, . vee 5 


Variety at Oulton : Aston DB3S, Jowett Jupiter, Aston DB2, Bristol 405, Lotus XI, Tolerio- 
Climax and an Abarth Zagato round Cascades, 


‘Admirer amused by Tony Brise's novel Holbay- GT40 into 


‘chatr 


Hutton’s Mirage leads Cooper 
Knickerbrook 


aout 26 


OULTON RESULTS 


9 jae: 
aT 


ie wea Sacks Sr lls, 


rae TRS aoe 2 Be 


67 


Sports extra 


PRESCOTT 


Roberts’ BTD; 


‘Take the prettiest hillelimb in Britain, arrange 
superbly sunny August day, sprinkle liber 
‘ally with superb elderly machinery and pretty 
firls and the recipe Is complete for a fabulous 
Annual vintage Prescott. Add to this a 
Sprinkle of G. H. Mumm's Codon Rouge 


Champagne being liberally dispensed to happy 
tasters by Eoin Young and the Garden 
Is complete! 


John Roberts at Pardon (above). Close-up of 
Martin Morris and his ERA (below). 


many records 


Despite the relaxed air about the meeting 
the competition was as usual very stern and 
records fell in several classes. Jack French 
uused his Ulster Austin to take the vintage 
category in the small sports car class a 
couple of seconds behind Tim Ely's ex-Mike 
Hawthorn Ulster Riley which won overall, this 
being a PVT car. Richard Clark's tidy 4ED 
Meadows-powered HRG neatly annexed the 
1100-1500 cc class despite a 'Nash-like slither 
round Pardon with Keith Poynter's much. 
raced “Hyper " Leaf well in command of the 
pre-1930 brigade. Ron Footitt's record in 
lass 3 for 1501-3000 ce sports cars had stood 
for six years but Sunday was its downfall 
when Bill Stephenson snarled his lightweight 
Biltre Frazer Nash-BMW to the top in 46.87 5, 
‘2 slight loss of poise at Pardon being cor 
ected without delay. The record still stood 
for vintage however, as Tony Rogers 
left It alone in his blown ‘AC-engined "Nash, 
with which he won the class. Mike Bowler 
gave his beautifully restored ex-Gillie Tyrer 
Mille Miglia 328 an effective debut! 

Bunny Tubbs was in full form with vintage 
puns abounding by the time over-3,000 cc 
Sports cars took to the hill. He obviously 
Gaapproved of both Chris Winder's Leaf-SS 
hybrid Wwhich held the class record and of 
Hamish Morten’s lightweight Bentley which 
neatly removed it by the startling margin of 
a whole second, referring to both gentlemen 
fis motor manufacturers. All credit to Hamish 
though, his car does look like a Bentley 
appears to consist of all Bentley pe 
surely it Is permitted to lighten c 
competition, even to this astonishing extent ! 
David Black's much more normal and delect- 
able Monza Alfa was a smooth second over 
al 

Sam Clutton drove the superb 12-litre Itala 
almost as if it was a modern lightweight 
Special and wiped a clean second off the 
Edwardian class record! Second to him we 


Ron Barker in his almost equally rapid Napier 
special 

Freddie Giles was getting more crackle 
and pop than snap from his HRD engine on 
his first run inthe racing car class up to 
1100 ce and left Dowson Junr in charge of 
the class with the diminutive monocoque 
constructed and rubber suspended Lightweight 
Special built by Dowson Snr and Sir Alec 
Issigonis th 1938. However, on the second 
runs, all was well with the HRD twin and 
Freddie galloped to the top in a time within 
quarter ‘of a second of the class record 
Patrick Marsh had the only Ij-lere ERA left 
running after the other three had various 
maladies such as the dreaded dropped valve 
inserts, and he cantered home a happy winner 
with Dick Smith driving Mark  Joseland's 
blown SV Anzani-engined replica of the 
Terror being suitably hairy in second place. 
John Roberts had had gear problems in the 
1959 GP Lotus 16 and wasn't too sure whether 
it would stay In first gear off the line although 
he and Tony Merrick had rebuilt the box (a 
Bill’ Wilks constructed special), during the 
morning. All was well however on the second 
fun and John took BTD with a neat drive 
just 0.03 * away from Alan Cottam's record. 
Guy Smith mijde a mockery of his own record 
{in the 34 lite Alvis-engined Frazer Nash by 
slicing off a whole second. John Venables: 
Llewellyn managed a startling 43,42 s run in 
hhis 2 litre ex-Gerard ERA to take second 
overall just fractions of a second in front of 

fartin Morris's similar capacity ERA, tan 
Preston left the longest black line in history 
out of Pardon in his Bugatti BTS1 but had 

‘give Ron Footitt best with the CoGNac 
Special which at last took away the vintage 
class record which had stood to Peter Stub- 
berfield since 1957 at 45.3 s. Peter Van 
Rossem produced a tidy 45,75 s in his Cooper 
Bristol to. equal “its previous owner John 
Roberts! own best thme 


Turpin with ease 


With his BDA-powered Special now working 
properly, after two preliminary skirmishes, 
Mike Turpin had little trouble in taking BTD 
when Winchester & DMC organised their 
round of the Castrol/BT&RDA Autocross 
Championship at Fair Oak, near Eastleigh, 
Hampshire, last Sunday. Two other drivers, 
Messrs. MacDonald and Button, scored the 
seventh class wins to go forward to the final 
next month with maximum scores, joining 
four others already through. A total of 118 
competitors contested the 17th round on a 
fast and bumpy course before a good crowd 
In decidedly hot and sticky conditions 


Class 1 was once again a Porsche benefit 
and when David Marston set 1 m 48.3 s on 
his first run to set the target Brian Evans 
did not seem to have much chance as the 
course slowed as it began to cut up on the 
comers. In defiance of everything. however, 
Evans managed to clip four-tenths off Ma 

ston’s time to take the class on 1 m 47.9 5 
while Keith Pettitt’s Mexico took third just 
over $s adrift. After Richard MacDonald's 
Mini went on to three cylinders on the first 
run he looked out of contention in the up 
to 870 Mini class but he thundered round 
to good purpose later on and his 1 m 46 s 
‘was half a second up on Martin Barnard who 
hhas now been the bridesmaid on six occasions 


58 


with his HF Sprinteam Mini. A very credit 
fable third was Peter Gould on 1 m 455 5 
three-tenths slower than Barnard, 

‘One of the best runs of the day 
Anglia of Graham Hathaway ranged 
Tony Merridale in his Escort, as the small 
capacity standard saloons took the field 
‘The pair were locked together for much of 
the two laps and finished very close but poor 
Merridale had clipped a few penalty markers 
and Hathaway, with 1m 43.7 s, took the class 
but Merridale’s second run brought him to 
within half a second while brother Bob sat in 
the wings and quietly scored another four 
points in third. The battle between these 
three should be one of the high spots of the 
final for in the overall points Hathaway leads 
with 72 pis to Tony’s 71 with Bob on 70 pts 

Tn the absence of the Messrs. Dowson and 
Northall, playing at Rallycross, Ron Easton's 
TVR Vixen easily collected nine points with 
a 1 m 446 5 in the sports car class, nearly 
8 s ahead of Graham Allan (Elan) while 
Colin Barrell brought his Lotus-powered Sprite 
home third. For only the fourth time this 
year John Button clashed with Peter Harrold 
in the battle of the big VWs in the reé 
engined class, and the score is now two all 
for Button collected the class by 4 5 with 
I'm 377s. However it was not really an 
equal contest for Harrold bent a tie rod in 
practice and the weakened structure gave way 
n his first run and he retired it to the trailer. 
Tony King (Imp) was outclassed but drove 
well for third. 


It was the: 11eh win for Roger Brunt in 
the 871-1000 cc Minis class and the Trow: 
bridge butcher now has a massive 121 points 
His first run of 1 m 39,8 s was good enough 
to collect his 11th class win but Nick Brice, 
making an infrequent appearance, was a good 
second to demote the consistent Frank Morris 
to third for the first time this season 


Local stars Tony and Robin Rees shared 
the first two places in the big saloons with 
their Escort 1800, Tony being 24 5 quicker 
with Im 45.45. Graham Allen's 1650 Anglia 
was third but some way behind. Champion- 
ship regulars Terry Smith and Dave Fuell 
collected first and third in the big Minis cla 
being split by Derek Thompson with his 1293, 
Cooper. Smith, who only did one run because 
he damaged a shoulder on landing from one 
of the bumps, returned 1m 40.6 s in his 
1340 Mini while Thompson's 1 m 45.1 s was 
good enough to beat Fuell's 1400 model by 
half a second though the latter did not 
appear to be firing on all four cylinders. 


Turpin won the Specials class by more 
than 3 5 demoting Nick Seymour's Volnik 
to second place for the fourth weekend on 
the trot. Volnik felled on a first run of 


I'm 368 s leaving John Watkins (JW Special) 
and Maurice Dugan (Special) to dispute third. 
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SPORTS AND PERFORMANCE CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars 60-65 * Racing and Competition Cars 66-69 * Autosport Market Place 69-71 


D.B. MOTORS of Leicester 


RETAIL SPECIALISTS. 
OF FULLY WARRANTED 


AMERICAN AUTOMOBILES 
Tol : 0533 834543 
Spares and Tyre Service Tet : 0533 #52534 
Don't be atrad to use our Rebophones 


Brandon Motors Ltd. 


MAIN DISTRIBUTORS 


CLAN 


(C*& eibm strowowus 
247-251 London Road 
Shae aN 
Toh Shelfeld 53226 
GOOD SELECTION OF SECONDHAND SPORTS 


1972 Ferrari Dino finished in yellow, 


FERRARI DISTRIBUTORS FOR WARWICKSHIRE black interior. Under 20,000 
BRANDON, NR COVENTRY. Tel : Wolston 2265/6 recorded miles. Immaculate con- 
4 Approved Sarvice Centre for LAMBORGHIN ditlon £4750 


4 Specialists on ASTON MARTIN cors—ASTON MART 
} Approved tor Servicing and Testing Girling Brakes 


1971 TVR Vixen finished in claret 


Dinos delivery ex stock 


Dome 
‘choice of colours ™ 


new Dunlop F70, split root 
property of one of the 


wr E-Type Series 3 FHC, VIZ 2 


1971 Jaguar E-Type VI2 Series tht FHC. Brivan 
Racing green, light green Interior. Fitted manual 
tranemission, Push button radio, HAW. 1 ow 
8.500 miles trom new 


1 private owner 


1969 Porsche B1IT Lux. Spor-o-matic. Finished 
In blue with black interior. Fitted Blue Sp 
radio, HRW, rear screen wiper. Engine 
recent top end ovarhou! 


1872 Alfa Romeo 2000. Borin 
beige interior. 1 owner 


ABBOTS WORKS, FARNHAM 
Tel.: FARNHAM 4441/5888 


colours ear 6 


LTD. 


(ON THE BORDERS OF 


SGT pucks AND BERKS 


SCIMITAI 
MAIN. AGENTS 


ORDERS TAKEN TO YOUR 
‘OWN SPECIFICATIONS. 


LOTUS 

PAIN: AGENTS 
+25 12075. Bive 
$28 120/4. Tewny 


OPER SinonrsScam sem 


with black interior unusual wool 
lining, ‘Sundym, mag wheels £1095 


1970 TR6, White, black interior. 
Overdrive, etc £1095 


Vv. 


1967 right hand drive Plymouth VIP 
saloon (limousine). Finished in 
metallic blue, vinyl root, radio / 
cassette player. Immaculate con- 
dition £1125 


Currie Williams Car Sales Ltd 
CULFORD GARAGE 


Culford 
Near Bury St Edmunds 
Tel Culford 453 


(ee 


_—— 
TVR 


GRIFFITH 200 


Short wheelbase which now devel- 
ops epprox 300 bhp. Cobra specifi- 
cation 289 V8 with complete engine 
rebuild 600 miles ago. New Holley 
double pumper 700 cfm, Edelbrock 
Torker manifold, TP 108 cam, HP 
listers, clutch. Head polished re-pro- 
filed, roll bar. Fancy a rare muscle 
car for road or race with no spares 
problem. 0-60 under 5 seconds. 
£1650 ono. 
Approximately 20 of these cars 
made. 


‘Tel: 021-472 0058 


Why not sell 
your sports car 


on this page. 
Tel: AUTOSPORT 
01-636 3600 
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1972 Europa twin cam. Beautiful car 
Finished in white. Only 9,000 miles 
Radio, mags. Superb. Choice of 2 £1795 


1969 Elan $4 FHC. Finished in white 
black interior. PBR and HRW. Fabulous 
car £1095 


1971 Lotus +28 130, White £1895 
1969 Bond Equipe convertible, black 
Immaculate condition £695 


1970 Trident Clipper VB 4.7-litre. Motor 
Show car finished in Pistachio, black 
leather trim. Fitted tinted glass. Radio 
Electric windows and a Sony TV fitted 

£1995 


1971 (K) TVR 2500. 1-owner car. Finished 
in yellow with black interior. Sunshine 
roof. 16,000 miles £1395 


DIFF ASSEMBLIES AND 
OVERDRIVE UNITS 
AGENTS WANTED ALL AREAS 


VARCROFT LIMITED 
67 COBURG ROAD. 
WOOD GREEN, LONDON, N22 
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torus 
sreciALisT 


Townsend 


1972 MGB GT, Tes! blue 


1970 TRE, In red, black interior, 5 PBR, 
overdrive, CWW £1195 


1968 Chevrolet Camaro Black Panther. 
‘Automatic. PAS. Radio, A very hairy car 
£1295 


1967 Honda $800. DHC. Red, black 
interior. A most attractive fittle sports 
car. Offers please as this a part 
exchange and not our usual stock 


1972 (L)_Jensen-Healey. Finished in 
yellow. 3,000 miles only. As new £1795 


1968 Jensen Interceptor. Beautiful car 
Finished in Regency red with tan 
interior. All usual Jensen refinements, 
including electric windows, power 
steering, radio, etc £2095 


LEN STREET Ltd. 


MAIN DEALER FOR LOTUS 
IN LONDON 


01-370 4114 


DRAYTON GARDENS, CHELSEA, SWI0 


PIPER P.2. COUPE 1972 


I>. 


GONE! 
to the first person to offer me 


£1500 for this red, 1971 Lancia 
Fulvia. 


TEL: 01-800 2543 


Tol: 01-289 4069 day; 01-382 7288 evening 
sma SLOAN MGXSHALL 
g GARAGES 


Tie SPORTSCAR specialists 


1969 Series tt € 
condition. All 


56-58 Barnes High Street, SW13 
Sales : 01-876 9245 
Works : 01-876 9131 


a 
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PERSONAL EXPORT—MGs and AUSTINS, FAST DELIVERY, EFFICIEN 


RVICE 


o.-- 


NEW CAR SALES—392 NEW CROSS ROAD, "SE14 _ Sint? 


6 sarnae ed ea 


01-692 4607 or 01-692 4651 


NEW RELIANT SCIMITAR GTEs EARLY DELIVERY. DEMONSTRATION CAR AVAILABLE 


Hours of busine 


BARWELL 


AUTOMOTIVE LTD. 


1972 Datsun 2402. Silver 
trim. PB radio, HRW 8,000 miles 
only £1895 
1971 (K) Elan Sprint. DHC. Mono 
lime green. PB radio, stereo. 
Superb £1475 
1970 Daimler Sov XJ6 4.2. Powder 
blue. Overdrive gearbox, electric 
windows, PB radio £2250 
124 Vignale Coupe. 
tan trim. 4,000 
£1195 


1971 Fiat 
‘Corsican blue, 
miles only. Immaculate 


10 am-8 pm Mon.-Fri 


SELECTION FROM ‘STOCK 


am-7 pm Sat. 


10 em-5 pm Sun, 


Tel: Tutbury 2744 


Nr Burton-on-Trent, Statts 


Mk. Ill 
GILBERN INVADER 


"Eintrag EN 
ga candtion, Woe /bach 


Im outstanding coh 
“Jamage. therefore C500 


FORD GRANADA 
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ee SpORTSGRD 


1346 LONDON ROAD, NORBURY SWIG 
MG * TRIUMPH * LOTUS * MARCOS * JAGUAR 
WIGH PERFORMANCE CARS FOR THE ROAD 


SPORTS AND PERFORMANCE 
1959/70 Lotus Elan 2+2S, burnt sand. 
radio, h/rack, fabulous condition ... £1498 


red interior, hard 
1 owner. 
Immaculate throughout 21395 


TRS, (K Rog). whit, back: interior, 9/ 
stereo. 1 owner 4345 


1972 Jensen Healey in pale yell 
with black interior. Very _k 
mileage example 


Low mileage example 
1969 MGC GT. ‘Automatic, 


black 
example 
1972 (reg) Pontiac Firebird 350. 


interior. Low milea 


vinyl top and tan interior 


black trim, 
o/drive, radio, ‘tinted “sc ‘HRW, 
rostyle’ wheels, low mileage £1248 
1971 MGB GT; Bohemian, tan interior. 
o/drive, radio, ‘wire wheels, Abarth 

je. Immaculate £1245 


(fadbourne), dark 


Marshall 
- Wingfield Ltd 


clutch, brah 


‘£890 Tel: 01-458 4204. 


FORD SHELBY 
MUSTANG 
FASTBACK 


er 
JENSEN 
eSrhto® ‘pentey 


Ventanas 
vougheut 


Oterad with any 
Tel: Sandiacre 2049 or 6110 (Notts) 


ROGER CLARK 
CARS 


Now Porsche S11T Terge, in red 
New Porsche 811T Coupe. 


New Porsche 911 Coupe, in white, with 
TRecare seats and sun root 


‘Romeo 2000 asloon. Ex demo cay 
70.000" mies ‘rises 


(1970) 


Coventry Road, Narborough, Leics. 
‘Tek: Narborough (053 729) 3212 


01-867" 6533, office: 
Farnborough 51088. (Kent) home, 
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£985 


speed manual gearbox. Finished 
in metallic mauve with black 
£1695 
1970 MGB Roadster. Hardtop, soft- 
top, chrome wire wheels, over- 
drive. Very low mileage ... £1095 


856 Finchley Road, London NW1. 


saloon. Dark bive C1695 


1973 Porsche TIE Targe. White. Ex demo 
ee ‘a0 


69 * Autosport Market Place 69-71 


gerry marshal 


low 
low 


£1625 
1971 E-Type Jaguar V12 2+2 FHC. 
Canary yellow with black interior. 
£2995 
wire 
wheels, sunshine roof. BRG with 


SPECIALIST 


1971 XJ6 2.8 automatic, pas, elec- 
tric windows, radio. 1 owner. 21,000 
miles ... £2296 
1972 Reliant Scimitar GTE. Manual, 
‘overdrive, sun roof, alloy wheels, 
radio, hrw. Finished in blue. Low 
mileage. Immaculate ‘£2195 
1972 Alfa 2000 saloon. Sun root 
Finished in dark maroon. 1000 miles 
only. Superb coves 21945 
1970 Alfa 1750 GTV. Sun roof, radio, 
twin spots, electric aerial, 24,000 
miles only, Finished in red. Immac- 
ulate order ves £1545 
1972 Ford Mexico. Finished in white. 
13,000 miles only £1205 
1968 BMW 2002. Alloy wheets, 
vinyl roof, balanced and gas flowed 
head. High performance carbs and 
dist. Koni shockers. Finished in 
Atlantic blue with silver flash £995 
1970 (J) MG Midget. Finished in 
yellow. Fitted radio, 1 owner, low 
mileage. Superb order . . £695 
1966 Lancer 1.2 Fuldin Coupe. Fin- 
ished in blue with beige trim, An 
excellent example of this much 
sought after coupe. Must be seen 
at £625 
1972 (K)_ BMW _ 2500. White. 
16,000 miles. 1 owner. 
round condition 

£2945 

1971 (J) BMW 2800. Blue, Manual. 
38,000 miles, Superb order through- 
out + £2375 
1970 (J) BMW 2500. Blue. Auto. 
PAS. Superb order £1995 
1969 (K) BMW 2800, Blue. Auto. 
1 owner, full history. 7000 kilo- 
meters. LHD. Realistically priced 
£1450 

1969 Sunbeam Rapier H1120. Silver, 
red trim. Good all round condition 
£725 


4. 


Forthcoming Attractions 
1972 Alfa 2000 Spider. Red. 1 owner. 


1971 (K) Jaguar V12 E-type 2+2. 
Primrose. 19,000 miles. 


1971 (K) BMW 3.0S. White, 
‘owner. 


1 


MANCHESTER ROAD 
WILMSLOW, CHESHIRE 
Tel: Wilmslow 23542 or 26617 
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© KINGSCLERE CARRIAGE CO. LTD. 


AGENTS FOR CLAN, LOTUS & DAF 


Head office : NEWBURY ROAD, KINGSCLERE, BERKS Tel : 


or 


298840/50 


NEWTOWN ROAD, NEWBURY, BERKS. Tel: Newbury 1481 
1973 CLAN CRUSADER. L registration, in red, alloy wheels, sunshine roof. 1500 miles £1545 


1972 CLAN CRUSADER. 


L’ registration, 


in orange, alloy wheels, sunshine roof 


£1385 


DEMONSTRATIONS AVAILABLE—ANY TIME—ANY PLACE 
Contact : LIONEL CHARLWOOD, RODNEY TURNER or IAN HANNAFORD: 


at Kingsclere or Newbury 


WANTED 
FOR 
CASH 

FORD GT 40 


Pre road going condition, but 
will consider others, 4-litre but 
prefer 7-litre. 


Tel: Durham (STD 0385) 
62097 


J, RUSSELS MOTOR SERVICE 


Naphill, High Wycombe 

ALFA ROMEO DEALERS 
New Cars 

Alt, Romeo 2000 Berlina Bordeaus.. Cloth 

eee QTV. iesalle blige, Cloth tren 


List Price 
USED CARS 

979 Alfa 1750 GTV. White. Black, i 

Radio 1445 


1970 Alfa 1750. GTV. Green. Tan trim 
Radio, sunshine roof, alloy wheels. 3 
ropistered 520 

Pineal paler meres 
Radio. Overdrive, electric windows, 2.100 
miles €2'500 

1968 MGB GT. Red. Black trim. Heated 
rear window. Wire wheels. Radio ... £785 

Enquiries on the new Alfa Sud welcomed. 


‘Telephone Naphill (024 024) 3270. 


PORSCHE 9IIE 1971 


Signal orange. Electric windows and sun 
root, Heated rear window and wiper. Fog 
lamps, 4 new tyres, stereo radio, £3300. 


Mr Simon Beales 
Tel: 01-71 1481 


BMW 2002 Tii 


Riviera blue, alloy wheels, 70 series 
Buntops, heavy duty ‘springs. Konig, oll 
cooler, works front spoiler, Contour rally 
seats, Quartz lights. £1 
‘Tel: BUTLER, TORBAY GARAGE 
BRIXHAM 2266 (South Devon) 


Peter Townsend 


Sports Cars 


Tel. : 01-363 7010 


1972 BMW 308A. PAS. Sundym, radio/ 
‘stereo, 16,000 miles, Cloth trim, baikal 


trim £3695 
1971, Fiat 124 Sport 1600. Five speed. 
White, Immaculate 
1970 Jensen Mk Il FF. Roman orl, All 
extras. 40,000 miles 4260 
199043) 88 Elan, ‘DG. Burnt sand 
24,000 miles. Hard top, tonneau, radio, 
One owner £1265 
1970 Alta 1750 GTV. Mustard. One owner 
Radio, Pristine condition £1595 
1970 Scimitar GTE. Overdrive. Fronch blue 
R, HRW, Sundym 695 
1970 TRE. Red, Overcive: Now engine and 
clutch, wire wheols £1195 
1966 Sunbeam Tiger 4.2. Exceptional, Mag 
wheols, radio 795 
1966 Elan $3, DHC. Immaculate. Yollow. 
40,000 miles € 


14 WINDMILL HILL, 


ENFIELD, MIDDX. 


= 


PORSCHE 
9118 


For further information on inserting 
advertisements on these pages 


Ring: 01-636 3600 
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JOS RANDLES aS ER | HEATH GARAGE 


1969 E-Type 2+2. 1 owner. Reg- WEW GILBERN DISTRIBUTORS 


ency red, chrome steel wheels, Sun- FOR HIRE 
dym glass. Looks tke a V12 — 
Outstanding condition £1695 OFFER: 
‘BMW 2002. Calf yeliow. Al 
eee tn ee A SELECTION OF NEW AND USED 
1970 BMW 2800. Silver/grey. XAS 
{Wet Aston Marin DB8. Manus. Bue tyres. Tinted screen £1895 pe 1965 4.2 D/h Coupe, not 
4 taco Twin Com, 1900 1971 Fiat 124 Sports Coupe 1600e2. mendous value and performa 
{eo (sures) Senter GTE. Coleen sand White. Sunroof. 1 owner... £1295 | | 1952, Bentey Mk 6/R-Type, Gx 
ound, loving care. needed to. make 
1969 Alfa Romeo 1600 Giulia Super. Sn. appreciable asset. Silver and. black 
Red of course, black interior. Radio. Sniy a5 
1 owner £745 | | 1971 Ro80 Mk 3. 1 owner, very low 
1970 Mk lll Cooper S. Unmarked, | | mileage 1598 
white bodywork, tinted windows, Porsche 356A, Excellent body, wide sec 
mag wheels. SP sports sun roof | | tion wheels, VW SIT ongine £395 
A stunningly beautiful litte car £950] | Bright yellow 2CV. If you want a giggle 
Many more interesting vars from | | '%7 ths: Texed ba 
Radio, “tape, mags stock. Please phone for details. See Feet hor aeminon 
toa (0) seinitar Gt8. 1 owner. Bie HP arranged, part exchanges Standing condition. Must. surely rato a8 
UH Scimitar OTe. Tawra Wiste welcome Sollectors’ item, Less, than’ 62,000 m 
497 Thump Bag. herd = Guaranteed: Oters ‘over 


SPORTS AND GT's WANTED FOR HEATH GARAGE, HEATH ROAD, 
sk BEDWORTH 

123-133 Larkhall Lane, SW4 Tel: Bedworth 314031 

01-622 0550 Demonstration of all vehicles a pl 
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Fors oH 


SPARES 


HOWLEY RACING 


Toddington'3825 er 01-804 S17 (evening). 


OTs EXPORT 
ae? seERVICE 


We ‘export standerd competition parts, 
fs nd sccensores for ali Briseh cars wo any 
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HOWE CAMS 
EXHAUSTS WEBERS 


FOR ALL 


wi ETTE! Leading spécialist for every make 
Se CARER ne JEFF HOWE EXHAUSTS 


IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO 
ADVERTISE YOUR COM- 
PANY’S PRODUCTS ON THIS 
PAGE 


please telephone sti, oA tO AER, cm nar Hotyo Cate, la. Rod. 
01-636 3600 ex 152 vote Loan xterm cn. | Wt aero 
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BARGAIN OF THE YEAR ! 


CHEVRON B19/21 MARCH 73S BMW 


ex Central Garage (LEPP/Silverwood) numerous circuit records, 
chassis rebuilt this season. Fitted rebuilt FVA (2 races) rebuilt 
FT200 (1 race). Absolutely complete with wets and various 
spares including bodywork. Immaculate, 


% 


Trailer for above £85, Set of Firestone slicks for above (2 races. 
only) £ 

Spares Clesrout! FVA crank, Adaptor 
Cam), Calipers, FF gear ratios, FVA wi 
manifolds, clutches, dry sump oil pumps 


061+ Joho wi 
Tok 081-005 S089 stay tae stant Eenaiee, Weis Bia7a 79% 


Pistons (Twin 
FVA exhaust 
‘te, 


spare wheels, 10 


BRABHAM BT 37 


1972 Carlos Reuteman GP car. 


1973 De Adamich car—for Monaco GP only. 
Deformable structure etc. 


Used by us for British GP where it recorded the 6th fastest 
lap of the race at 1.19.1 


Available with all spares, wheels etc, including a DFV just 
returned from Brabhams after post race check over. 


SPRAYED TO CUSTOMER'S COLOUR - OFFERS IN REGION OF £10,000 


Available immediately Exchanges considered 
CONTACT PAUL MICHAELS AT 01-348 5151 


HIRE: E-A-RACE 


Drive a new Brabham 


BT41 Formula 3 in the 
race of your choice. We 
can offer you a com- 
plete team including 
frangport to and from 
the circuit, mechanics 
and insurance cover, 


For further details please contact 


Andy O'Keeffe, Tel : Famborough 59185 (Kent). 
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S.H.A.R.P.RACING LTD. 


Wish to congratulate Peter Hale on coming ‘Ist in the con. 
solation race at Oulton Park on Saturday, August 11th 
Unfortunately his demon start earned him a 1 minute penalty 


For details of our race rental Royale RPI6's please contact 
SHARP, Racing Ltd, 
3 Brighton Place, Brighton 
Tel: Brighton 25348 


SST 
WORKS ROYALE 


F/ATLANTIC RP12A 


by Tom Pryce. This very successful car is 
engine. 


As raced this y 
offered complete but le 


WORKS ROYALE F3 
RP11A 


Ex Tom Pryce. Updated to the latest 1973 specification. Less 
‘engine and gearbox 


The first reasonable offer for either of these cars will be 
‘accepted, 
Road cars in part exchange will also be considered 
ROYALE RACING 
LTD, 
Glebe Road, 
Huntingdon. 


Tel: Huntingdon 56471. 


LAF. (Racing Division) 


Offer for sale the following sundry items 


4 WB36 Firestone wets, 900 x 20 x 13 on Ford Minilites €110 
26M Godyear slicks 1100 x 23 x 13 £55 
833 Firestone slicks 900 x 20 x 13 635 
G31 Goodyear slick 1100 x 20 x13 £10 
G31 Goodyear slick 9.4 x 20 x 13 £10 
Jin Ford Minilite complete with new radial 225 
Salisbury Mk Ml Limited slip diffs Ford each £25 
new pair Escort fully floating rear hubs to fit standard 
‘axle complete with half shaft £45 
1 pair Koni adjustable strut inserts for lowered suspen. 
Sion, New £20 
1 pair Escort front struts complete with rose jointed 
track control arm P16 calipers, hubs and discs 30 
25 
£20 


1 Escort high ratio steering rack 
1 Escort fibre glass bonnet with power bulge, New 
1 Five speed Jack Knight/Imp straight cut, needle roller 


trangaxle with complete set of ratios, just rebuilt £195 
1 5-speed ZF goarchange assembly with tst/reverse 
knockout 20 


1972 Triumph Stag L Registration, manual, overdrive 
soft and hardtop with heated rear window. Dark blue. 
Loft hand drive, Exchange considered. Only £1995 


TEL: STALBRIDGE 391 or BATH 29671 
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FOR SALE 
CHEVRON 
B17C 

FORMULA 2 


nd spare ratios. 10in and 14in 


Complete with 1800 BDA, F1200, 


ange Porsche 911 


Const Tony Jones, AV DEVELOPMENTS, Pershore Trading Estate, 
‘Pershore, “Yl: Perahore 3404 (day) S000 (evening) 


offers for sale 
HIS SPARE 


1972 GRD 


Newly refurbished with all new 
One of ‘my 1973 Holbay engines, Ready to win st €2300, Also 
Spare 1972 and 1973 GRD wheels and Mk 8 ratios 


‘Tel : 0322 67744 (ay), 0322 64819 (evenings) 


CHEVRON B17c 


rose joints, ete. Fitted with 


injection 
This car has only done 1 race, Fitted with Mk 8 Hewland 
gearbox. recently rebuilt. On new Dunlop 370 slicks 108 and 
12s. Also 1 sot of wet wheels and tyres. Set of spare ratios, 
front and rear wings. Offers. 


Tol: Chesterfield 71612 or Shoffiold 27221 


£725 


Lotus 41C. Excellent 
hillclimb / sprint car. 
BRM twin cam, Mk. 6 
box. Excellent order. 
Many class wins. 


£950 


Formula 5000 Cooper 
T86B, ex Elford. Full 
house 302 engine, 
Webers, DG300 box. 


Tel.: Bucklow Hill 830423 
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MARCH 722 


Complete with FT200. Some spares. Unused this year 


CAPRI 3000 GT 


Rolling chassis complete with ventilated front discs, 
rear discs, Taunus axle, 26 gallon alloy tank, fully 
adjustable suspension, Minilites, etc. 


WORMLEY 2270 


FORMULA 3 ENSIGN 
VEGANTUNE 


EX KEN SEDGLEY CAR 


in excellent condition 


Updated to latest spec. Engine just 
rebuilt at Vegantune, with 3-bearing 
crank. Latest slicks and wets. 15 sets 
ratios. Graviner, etc. Bateson trailer, 


When we started motor racing... . 


car cover, etc. Many spares including 
Varley’s, etc. 


£1,995 


complete, or near offer 


JEMWOOD CARS 


VSR RACING TEAM OFFER 


TITAN MK 4 FF 


Brand now Ros 


Exchanges—Road or race car/cars 


F. Sytner 
Nottingham 62811 (day) 46290 (home) 


AUTOSPORT 


requires @ keen motor racing enthusiast based in North East 
England to report race mestings and hillclimbs at Croft, 
Rutforth, Cadwell Park and Harewood. Reply in writing, 
enclosing if possible examples of previous work to Robert 
Feamall at Craven House, 34 Fouberts Place, London, NW1. 


Tel: BRIGHTON 23015/29000 


LOW COST RACING LTD. 


& Sponsors of the 1973 Formula Four Championship 
% Suppliers of cars and new/used parts to the club racing 


‘enthusiasts. 

+ Stockists of Cosworth MAE parts, Borg and Beck. Varley 

cy rack Star Helmets 

* ‘number of new and used spares and tyres 
etitive prices. 

ts in. general preparation, twin cam and MAE 

rebuilding work 

Tol: Farnham 6866, (Surey) (STD Code 02513) or call at 
Low Cost Racing Ltd, 


Wrecclesham Road '(A325), Famham, Surey 


FORMULA 3 
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<e HEWLAND ENGINEERING LTD. i 


require 
SKILLED CENTRE LATHE TURNER 
SKILLED CAPSTAN SETTER OPERATORS 

SKILLED GRINDERS and 

SEMI SKILLED GRINDERS 
SKILLED RADIAL DRILLERS and 
SEMI SKILLED RADIAL DRILLERS 

SKILLED FITTERS 
PROGRESS CHASERS 


To work on their race winning transmissions 
Contributory pension and free life assurance scheme in operation 


<i HEWLAND ENGINEERING LTD. 
BOYN VALLEY ROAD, MAIDENHEAD, BERKS 
Telephone: 32033 Telex No. 847607 
MAKERS OF RACING TRANSMISSIONS 


BALANCING —_—————SD[]— CARBURETTERS 


WE 


CHRIS MONTAGUE CARBURETTER CO. 
244 CRICKLEWOOD LANE: LONDON, NW2 204 
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Euro opportunities exist within the Ton Tyre Auto Group in 
the UK and the Netherlands for 


ENTHUSIASTIC SALES, 
MANAGERIAL AND OTHER STAFF 


It you have something to offer us 


RING DAVID GREEN ON 


TONBRIDGE 63333 NOW = if 


F.V.C. 1900cc Smith 
ENGINE 


offers 
Trevor Twaites 
Tel: Batley 474212 


CRANKSHAFTS 


Specialists in the manufacture of crankshalts trom steel 
forgings, nitrided or tuftrided and balanced. Formula Atlantic 
BDA and Twin 'Cam stock items 


Specials made to order at short notice 
All types of con rods made to customers’ requirements 


Precision Components (Staffs) Limited, 
Spring Lane, Willenhall, Staffs. 
Tel: Willenhall 68075. 


BROADSPEED 
EXPERIENCED MECHANICS 


to work on their high performance road cars, Good working 
conditions, excellent basic plus commission. Please write 
giving details of previous experience to 

R. Jenkins, Broadspeed Ltd. 
Banbury Road, Southam, Warwickshire. 


‘One F2, 1970 ce Geoff Richardson BDA, 277 BHP. Tremendous 
rolisbility, as now used by several top 2litre sports car 
teams, Freshly rebuilt. £2500. 

One new F/Atlantic. Geoff Richardson 8DA, 230 BHP. £1860 
1972 Ford Transport Van Custom 90. Tow bar, radio, £650 
Bateson Trailer twin axle, fully enclosed. £175. 

Approximately £5000 stock of team and workshop equipment 
ranging {rom asbestos gloves to a Le Blound 17” lathe. 


RICHARD SCOTT 


LEASEHOLD GARAGE 
FOR SALE 


In the Southampton area dealing mainly in si 


repairs, No petrol. 4000 sq ft of workshop-office 
forecourt area, fully equipped workshops inc! 
bending equipment and spraying equipment. 

machine, etc. Ideal opportunity to trade in 
or possibly as a workshop for racing team. Pri 


ineluding 


‘stock, machinery and lease £4000. 
For further details 
Tel : 096-273 3506 
3 r 


er rhe 
inevitable 
problem 


£300 REWARD 


For information leading to the return of Brian Hart 
F2 Ford engine block ‘No. 72304. Alloy head No, TSEO1 
Stolen 27th-28th July from workshop Station Road, 
Edenbridge. 


GRAHAM MILLER & CO (Home) 
3-5 Crutched Friars, London, EC3. 


Will pay above reward subject to usual conditions. 


carol engine replacement AND very 


ORS PistoN mina co. .70. 
Telephone 01-960 7001 cons 


01-622 8408 
0} 
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HEWLAND GEARBOXES 


REBUILOS—AEPAIRS—NEW AND S/H SPARES 
"AND RATIOS 


SITUATIONS WANTED 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


RACING GEARBOX CENTRE rs 


(@ivhour Ansatone). SAFETY GLASS 


INSURANCE 


STICKERS 


SPARES AND ACCESSORIES 


TRAILERS 


TRAILERS 


‘eal " Yo ton to tons 


PERSONAL 


datamatch 


SPHERICAL BEARINGS 
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AUTOSPORT GUIDE TO ROLLING ROAD FACILITIES 


(EE eee 
DURHAM & | 
NORTH EAST 
Morgan distributors 
Dellorto area distributors 
Open or road exhaust 


|. & J.. MACDONALD 


Maiden Law Garage 
Lanchester, Co. 


‘Durham 
Tol ter (0207) 520916 


A= 


"Te 


B. E. COCKS & CO., 


NEWMARKET ROAD 
CAMBRIDGE 
SUN TUNING DIAGNOSTIC CENTRE 
ROLLING ROAD FACILITIES 


Advert 


Classification heading 


PETER CLARKE 
AUTOS LTD. 


BELMONT WHARF, SKIPTON 
BD23 IRL 
Tel: SKIPTON 3218 


400 BHP ROLLING ROAD 
CRYPTON DIAGNOSTIC BAY 
FORD PERFORMANCE 
SPECIALISTS 
ENGINE REBUILDING 


UPTUNE 


UPSHIRE 
SERVICE 
STATION 


UPSHIRE ROAD, 
WALTHAM ABBEY, 
ESSEX. 

Tel: Waltham Cross 
(97) 26660. 

Ford Performance Specialists 
Full Dynamometer Service 


®) laget Car@) 
Telephone 01-435 7436-7 
THE specialist in engine analysis 
and diagnosis, Full indoor per- 
formance testing and power 
tuning. 
Martin Raymond, 
THE TARGET CAR CLINIC LIMITED 


1 Ridge Road, Childs Hill, NW2. 


Name 
Address 


Cheque/PO value 


MORSPEED 


Rolling road tuned 
cars set the pace 
SPECIALIST CONVERSIONS 

PERFORMANCE TUNING 
MORSPEED CONVERSIONS 
LID, 

216 Livery Street, 
Birmingham 3. 
Tel: 021-236 0248 


isement Form 


enclosed. 


ir tr 


[ a 


For office use only [ 
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R.A.C. RALLY 
MEXICO CHALLENGE 
CASTROL MN RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP 
BRITISH RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP 


ALEYBARS 


THE SAFE WAY T0 SUCCESS 


ALEYBARS LTD. 
London Road, 
Sawston, Cambs. 
Tel: SAWSTON 02203 2575 


EAST MIDLANDS 


STOCKISTS OF 


HELLA - AVANT! - KONI - KERR & CLUB LAMP BARS C&T - MAGARD - MINILITE - CORBEAU - MOTO-LITA 
0/S FLAT MAPS - CIBIE - CONTOUR - WEBER SERCK COOLERS Etc. 


ERIC accESSORIES °°" Tnicacoviss 7enreseo 


CHRIS INCH ENGINEERING 


APPOINTED ALEYBAR DISTRIBUTORS 


LARGE WELL ASSORTED STOCK - RAPID EFFICIENT SERVICE 


SALTASH INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, CALLINGTON ROAD, SALTASH, NR. PLYMOUTH, CORNWALL 
Telephone: SALTASH 3908 


G. M. G. Racing 
OXFORDSHIRE AGENTS FOR 
ALEYBARS 
33 COWLEY ROAD . Tel 45236 and 14 WEST ST, CHIPPING NORTON . Tel 0608 2049 


FIA & AERODYNAMIC BARS IN STOCK - JANSPEED & SPAX AGENTS - CONTOUR SEATS 
Also stockist of WEBERS, CORBEU SEATS & MOTORLITRE - FULL RANGE OF MILL ACCESSORIES 


SCOTTISH DISTRIBUTOR FOR 
ALEYBARS, ciple LAMPS, KONI 


and a complete range of Competition Equipment and Clothing. 


SPORTSTUNE ACCESSORIES 10 BRAMOL: Oot oe s8or ene 


ALDON ROLL OVER WITH 
ACTOONYE: 5 ALDON & ALEY 


Production Cars: Formulae Cars: 

Supply and fitment of JOHN ALEY Single seaters, sports racers, GT: 
ROLUOVER BARS, including FIA LEGAL ROLLOVER BARS. designed 
ype. to all production vehicles. manufactured and fitted by ALDON’ 


aes 
The best tobacco 
money can buy. 


Rothmans King Size-extra len ia 
afiner filter is 
mo 


King Size flesour 
that really satisfies 


Srothnans 


KING SIZE 
yr | 


EVERY PACKET CARRIES A GOVERNMENT HEALTH WARNING 


